
Monthly

EstablishEd 2001 No. 184 – Vol. XiX, 2018

With support of the  
Macedonian Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Published monthly by MIC

CEMDAG LIGHTING EUROPE – 
NEW INVESTMENT IN BUNARDZIK

MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
TO USE SOFTWARE TO 
KEEP TRACK OF BUDGET 
BENEFICIARIES’ DEBTS

The Ministry of Finance has developed soft-
ware in which all budget beneficiaries will 

have to enter information on their outstanding 
liabilities. In this way, the authorities will keep 
track of their liabilities in real time. The law 
making this possible has already been drafted, 
said Finance Minister Dragan Tevdovski.

Tevdovski says that the 360 million euros in 
unsettled, hidden liabilities of public institu-
tions that they inherited is a huge debt bearing 
in mind that Macedonia’s deficit totals some 
300 million euros. However, it’s very important 
that some of these liabilities had been settled 
over a short period of time. 

Tevdovski says that the projected economic 
growth rate for 2018 of 3.2 percent is real.

Page 2 >

Cemdag Lighting Europe is the new Greenfield investment of 5 million 
euros to open 100 jobs in the Bunardzik technological and industrial 

development zone. The agreement has already been signed with the government. 
The construction of the plant in which new public lighting technology will be 
developed and tested will start in a month.

Cemdag Lighting Europe is a daughter company to Cemdag headquartered in 
Izmir, the Republic of Turkey, and has been present in the public lighting market 
for 50 years. Its owner, Ibrahim Suha Cem, says this is an investment of the 
highest European standards.

But this is not the first investment of the Turkish company in Macedonia. 
Registered as Cemdag Dooel in 2015, the company opened a representative office 
in Resen. In December 2016, it signed a contract with the municipality and 
became a private street lighting partner to the city for the following 15 years. The 
owners say that Cemdag is in talks with other municipalities in the region that are 
now paying huge amounts for public lighting.

INVEST IN MACEDONIA



M
ac

ed
on

ian
 in

fo
rM

at
io

n c
en

tr
e 

2 Macedonian Business MontHly

No. 184. XIX, January 2018

Macedonian Information Centre 

Director  
Dragan Antonov

2001-2018 © MIC, All rights reserved

No parts of this publication may be 
reproduced in any form without 
permission form the Macedonian 
Information Centre. The content 
published in the Macedonian Business 
Monthly do not necessarily represent 
the views of the publisher. The 
publisher is not liable for errors.

Address 
Naum Naumovski Borce 73
1000 Skopje
Republic of Macedonia 

Phone/Fax
+389 2 311-78-76
+389 2 311-78-34

www.micnews.com.mk

contact@micnews.com.mk 
mic@micnews.com.mk

page 5   ANGJUSEV: THE GOVERNMENT WILL 
STRONGLY SUPPORT THE MICRO, SMALL 
AND MEDIUM – SIzED ENTERPRISES

page 7   MACEDONIA AND TURKEY WILL DEEPEN 
THEIR ECONOMIC COOPERATION

page 10   BUILDING SECTOR DROPS 30 
PERCENT, EXPECTS STABILIzATION

page 14   COMMON TOURISTIC PRODUCTS 
– ENCOURAGEMENT FOR 
REGIONAL COOPERATION

page 15   THE DEMAND FOR TOBACCO 
WILL INCREASE

INSide 

MINISTRY OF FINANCE TO USE 
SOFTWARE TO KEEP TRACK OF BUDGET 
BENEFICIARIES’ DEBTS

Continued from page 1

The Ministry of Finance has developed software in which all budget beneficia-
ries will have to enter information on their outstanding liabilities. In this way, 

the authorities will keep track of their liabilities in real time. The law making this 
possible has already been drafted, said Finance Minister Dragan Tevdovski.

Tevdovski says that the 360 million euros in unsettled, hidden liabilities of pub-
lic institutions that they inherited is a huge debt bearing in mind that Macedonia’s 
deficit totals some 300 million euros. However, it’s very important that some of 
these liabilities had been settled over a short period of time. 

Tevdovski says that the projected economic growth rate for 2018 of 3.2 percent 
is real.

“For the first time, there is serious support in the budget for all companies, but 
primarily the domestic ones. The support is meant to help them make new invest-
ments and create more jobs. Another reason why we are doing this is to restore 
Macedonia’s credibility and the investors’ trust. The Ministry of Finance worked 
very hard on its transparency,” Tevdovski says.
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REASONS TO INVEST IN MACEDONIA
VAT REFUNDS IN BUSINESS SECTOR TOTAL MKD 5.9 
BN – Tax revenues by end-November 2017 totaled 
95 billion denars, which is a 4 percent increase from 
the same period of last year. This, according to the 
Ministry of Finance, shows there are positive trends 
in the business sector.  From January to November, 
there is higher collection of all the main categories 
of tax revenues. In other words, personal income tax 
revenues went up 7 percent, profit tax revenues 8.9 
percent, excise revenues 5.3 percent and import duty 
revenues 9.1 percent.  
CUSTOMS PROCEDURES FOR COMPANIES TO SPEED 
UP – Fewer documents and faster completion of 
customs procedures is heralded by the Director of 
the Customs Administration, Gjoko Tanasoski. The 
new customs regulations, besides being simpler, 
will also include the three other pillars necessary 
for the Macedonian economy to keep up with the 
global trends - transparency, harmonization and 
standardization. 
MACEDONIAN AGRICULTURE TO BE MODERNIZED 
THROUGH 5-YEAR STRATEGY – The Macedonian 
agriculture can be modernized only through active 
cooperation among the academic community, the 
farmers and the state. This is set out in the new 5-year 
strategy of the Ministry of Agriculture in which special 
attention is paid to climate change. 
MACEDONIA TO BRING THE PUBLIC FINANCE SYSTEM 
AT HIGHER EU LEVEL – Macedonia will have a 
Public Finance Management Strategy for the pe-
riod 2018-2021 by the end of 2017. According to 
competent Minister, Dragan Tevdovski Government 
is committed to bringing the public finance system 
in Macedonia closer to EU standards. 
ECONOMIC ATTACHES IN EMBASSIES TO REPLACE 
ECONOMIC PROMOTERS – Instead of promoters, 
the government is going to employ economic attaches 
at Macedonia’s embassies. The new model of drawing 
foreign investments will be announced and a vacancy 
notice will published in late September.  
FOREIGN INVESTORS TO PAY INSURANCE CONTRI-
BUTIONS FOR EMPLOYEES – Foreign investors 
in Macedonia’s economic zones will pay health and 
pension insurance contributions for their employees 
in the future but will still be entitled to tax reliefs, said 
Deputy Prime Minister Koco Angjusev. The govern-
ment will also continue paying state assistance to 
foreign investors but depending on how much they 
contribute to the development of the local economy.

FIXED TERM EMPLOYEES TO ENJOY THE SAME RIGHTS 
AS OTHER EMPLOYEES – Employees engaged by 
temporary employment agencies will enjoy the same 
rights as other employees pursuant the law on labor 
relations, that  was anticipated in the draft legal deci-
sion for temporary employment agencies which was 
passed on the last session at the Economic and Social 
Council and should enter the government procedure. 
LOANS TO BE APPROVED FOR SELF-EMPLOYMENT 
AND CREATION OF NEW JOBS – The Employment 
Agency announced notices for Operative Plan meas-
ures. Those interested can apply for self-employment 
loans, for loans to create new jobs in existing compa-
nies, for loans for self-employment of people of up 
to 29 years of age, and for loans for firms to create 
jobs for the young. 
NUMBER OF HOTELS IN MACEDONIA GOES UP 
BY 80 – Eighty new hotels have been built in 
Macedonia.  In five years, from 2010 to 2015, the 
number of hotels went up from 147 to 229.  They 
were built in all parts of the country - Skopje, Ohrid, 
Struga, Mavrovo, Gevgelija.  Most of them are 3-star 
hotels.  Authorities say that as tourism develops, 
demand for more accommodation facilities expands.  
NEW EMPLOYMENT MEASURES PROMOTED – Em-
ployers will be offered three types of assistance.  
Since the implementation of the measures of this 
Program began, 167 agreements have been signed 
with employers who have taken on 213 people.  Of 
them, 56 percent are young people of up to 29 years 
of age and 32 percent are women. 
SUBSIDIES FOR CONVERTING OLD RURAL HOUSES 
INTO TOURIST FLATS – The country will subsidize 
households that decide to convert old rural houses 
into tourist flats. Landlords will receive 60 percent 
return of investment, but not more than 3,000 euro 
per household. The facility will have to be decorated 
and furnished in the traditional spirit of the region 
it presents, as well as serve the traditional food 
for that area. 
NEW ENERGY EFFICIENCY SUBSIDIES – This year, 
the Ministry of Economy introduced a new energy 
efficiency measure for households, i.e. subsidies for 
installing PVC or aluminium windows. The open call 
will be published by the end of this month and will 
last by the end of August. 
TAX EXEMPTION FOR INVESTING IN RURAL DEVEL-
OPMENT ZONES – The project on Rural Develop-
ment Zones aims at reducing unemployment and 
reviving rural areas. According to the announcements, 

it is estimated all villages and cities with population 
of under 10,000 inhabitants to receive same or better 
business conditions from those applied in the free 
economic zones. 
FINANCIAL HELP FOR EMPLOYMENT OUTSIDE THE 
PLACE OF RESIDENCE – Financial help for work-
force mobility is one of the measures with which 
Government supports employment and creates new 
jobs through the Employment Agency. This measure 
is intended to boost the mobility of unemployed 
persons according to the local needs on the labor 
market. This support is anticipated to encourage and 
motivate these persons to engage outside their place 
of residence as their accommodation and transport 
expenses will be compensated.  
AGRO-BUSINESS ZONE TO BE ESTABLISHED – An 
integrated agricultural zone will be established in 
Macedonia, gathering in one place warehouses, trad-
ers, companies and other representatives of the chain 
of supply of fresh and processed farming products.  
SOON, NEW READY-MADE HOUSE PLANS AVAILABLE 
FOR FREE – New, ready-made house plans with 
different square surface will soon be at the disposal 
of citizens who show great interest in the Ministry 
of Transport and Connections. 
ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE – The overall road net-
work of the country totals 13,278 km of roads, with 
continuous investment in roads in accordance with 
the National Road Transport Strategy, prepared by 
the Ministry of Transport and Communications with 
assistance from the EU. The backbone of the country’s 
road network consists of the two Pan-European 
corridors VIII and X.
EXPORT OF TEXTILE PRODUCTS  – The garment 
industry in Macedonia exports mainly to EU countries. 
93 percent of the production is organized by the 
CM or CMT (Cut, Make& Trim) system for foreign 
markets. Full production and own brand produc-
tion is partly exported and the rest is placed in the 
domestic market.
AGRICULTURAL LAND - INVESTMENT OPPORTU-
NITY – The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Water Economy as an authorized body has intensively 
been distributing agricultural land of good quality 
which is in state ownership, that is granted under 
lease (for use during the period of several years) to 
the interested investors, including foreign entities 
with established branch offices in the Republic of 
Macedonia

TEXTILE INDUSTRY – With a long, rich tradition in 
clothing and textiles, this sector is the second larg-
est export industry in Macedonia. The competitive 
export advantages include short delivery periods, 
flexibility of delivery size together with exceptional 
value for money. In addition to garments, there is 
manufacturing potential for cotton thread and fabric, 
wool yarn, fabric and knitted fabric.
RIGHT TO PRIVATE OWNERSHIP AND ESTABLISH-
MENT – The Constitution of the Republic of Mac-
edonia guarantees an investor’s right to property. No 
person may be deprived of his/her property or the 
rights deriving from it, unless the use of that property 
affects the general welfare of the public.
WHY INVEST IN AGRIBUSINESS IN MACEDO-
NIA? – Challenges Opportunities the agriculture 
production and agribusiness sector are the most 
important economic sectors of Macedonia. Almost 
435.500 people, out of a population of 2.1 million, 
make whole or part of their income from agriculture 
activities. The great natural preconditions and an 
existing tradition enriched with newly developed 
skills create a variety of opportunities in agriculture, 
from high mountain pastures of over 2000m high, to 
the rich water valleys with a Mediterranean climate.
CONSTRUCTION COSTS – Numerous Macedonian 
construction companies can build factories quickly to 
international standards and at the most competitive 
prices in Europe. The average cost of constructing a 
factory building shell is between €170/m2 - €210/
m2. Chart below shows the Price Level Indices for 
construction in selected countries in Europe as well 
as EU28 average indexed at 100. The sale price of 
state-owned construction land for industrial and 
production facilities varies depending on the location, 
from €5/m2 to €40/m2. 
EXCELLENT INFRASTRUCTURE – Macedonia is 
at the cross-roads of South Eastern Europe, which 
makes it an ideal transit and distribution center for 
products for European markets. The developed road 
and railway infrastructure, in combination with the 
small area of the country enables access to every 
inhabited place in Macedonia in less than 3 hours. The 
Railway infrastructure in the Republic of Macedonia 
has been put in place since 1873, when the first 
Railway Track from Skopje to Thessaloniki in Greece 
has been constructed. Macedonian railway network 
system is connected north-south with the railway 
network systems of Serbia and Greece.
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DRÄXLMAIER OPENS OFFICE  
IN PRILEP, TO EMPLOY 100 PEOPLE
Dräxlmaier, Germany’s premium sup-

plier in the automotive industry 
which has been present in Macedonia for 
five years with its production facilities 
opened an Office in Prilep, in accordance 
with its development strategy.

The goal is to keep the company close 
to its several hundred employees from 
Prilep but also to all the others who want 

to join the Dräxlmaier team whose pro-
duction facility is located in Kavadarci.

Dräxlmaier employs are staff from all 
over the Tikves region. As a market leader 
in the production of full interior equip-
ment for premium cars, the company 
supplies the best-known automobile 
manufacturers with central consoles, door 

trims and dashboards, as well as door and 
cockpit modules.

Dräxlmaier, as one of the largest for-
eign investments in the country since 
2012, cooperates with over 500 domestic 
companies. The company employs 5,000 
people in Macedonia.
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Macedonia issued a EUR-500 mil-
lion Eurobond on the international 

market, with a maturity period of seven 
years and the lowest interest rate so far of 
2.75%, announced Minister of Finance 
Dragan Tevdovski

According to Tevdovski, the high de-
mand from investors is evidence that they 
believe in the perspectives of the Mace-
donian economy and in the long-term 
stability of the country while conditions 
on the international capital market were 
favourable.

“The interest rates of the previously 
issued Eurobonds range from 3.975% 
to 9.875%, i.e. their reference average 
interest rate amounts to 5.34%. With 
a double lower interest rate of 2.75%, 
we achieved interest savings in the total 
amount of around EUR 90.6 million, 
if the Eurobond was issued on the same 
amount and maturity, but with a higher 
average interest rate, “said the Minister of 
Finance.

Tevdovski explained that the money 
will be used for higher salaries and invest-
ments in education and health, increasing 
defence funds, supporting companies, in-

tensifying capital projects, and repayment 
of previous debts. At the end of January, 
95 million will be repaid on the basis of 
a taken loan. One-third of the Eurobond 
of 270 million euros from 2015 and with 
a higher interest rate has been repaid 
ahead of time.

“For the first time in its history, Mace-
donia has made such an operation for 
early repayment of part of the Eurobond, 
making us enter the ranks of the devel-

oped countries, where such a proactive 
public debt management policy is a regu-
lar practice. Considering that with the 
Eurobond we are returning almost 200 
million euros previously made debts, the 
net borrowing is 300 million euros”, says 
Tevdovski.

Macedonia has issued six Eurobonds in 
the total value of 2.045 billion euros.

The prime minister and minister of 
finance are satisfied with how 2017 

ended because the country collected 
more money from taxes and the imple-
mentation of capital investments was at 
the highest level. Prime Minister Zoran 
Zaev said that 2018 wasn’t going to be a 
year of elections but a year of hard work.  
He told business owners to be more cou-
rageous planning their activities because 
the Government was going to focus on 
improving investment conditions. Fi-

nance Minister Dragan Tevdovski said he 
was satisfied since the stabilization of the 
political situation was restoring the inves-
tors’ trust. 

“The realization of capital investments 
in the budget of the Republic of Mace-
donia in 2017 was 19.86 billion denars, 
which was an all-time high. The collec-
tion of taxes is a sign that the economy 
is stabilizing.  In 2017, tax revenues were 
by 4.6 percent higher in comparison with 
2016,” Tevdovski said.  

The new Government, Zaev explained, 
was largely paying debts. However, the 
payments for the major infrastructure 
projects such as the Smokvica-Gevgelija 
highway are now over. This year, about 
400 million euros are projected in the 
budget for capital expenditure, which is a 
5.7 percent increase from 2017. 35 mil-
lion euros are for gasification. The prime 
minister expects some of the pipes of the 
gas supply system in Skopje to be put 
into effect this year. 

TEVDOVSKI: HISTORICALLY LOWEST INTEREST 
RATE hAS BEEN AChIEVED
Tevdovski explained that the money will be used for higher salaries and investments in education and 
health, increasing defence funds, supporting companies, intensifying capital projects, and repayment of 
previous debts. Macedonia has issued six Eurobonds in the total value of 2.045 billion euros

MORE CAPITAL INVESTMENTS IN 2018
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The government will strongly support 
micro, small and medium compa-

nies said Deputy Prime Minister Koco 
Angjusev. He stressed that the govern-
ment has assured 46 percent more funds 
for the Program of economic develop-
ment for 2018, in comparison to 2017. 

“Over 98 percent of the total numbers 
of companies are small and medium-sized 
and that is why the Government com-
mitted its economic program to deter-
mine as many funds as possible and to 
create measures that will be implemented 
through the Fund for Technological 
Development and Innovation”, said 
Angjusev. 

He added that the Government has 
created concrete measures to support 
small and medium enterprises, entrepre-
neurship and especially young people 
who need to be supported in the realiza-
tion of their business ideas.

“The government will support the 
launch of small companies with direct 
financial assistance. Small and medium-

sized enterprises will be supported by 30 
percent return on investment for basic as-
sets to carry out the activity, and 70 per-
cent will be provided for companies that 
will introduce innovations and will create 

new products. The Fund for Innovation 
supports with special measures high risk 
investments, which will allow access to 
funds for small and medium-sized com-
panies”, said Angjusev.

In the framework of the World Eco-
nomic Forum held in Davos, Prime 

Minister Zoran Zaev and EBRD Vice 
President of Banking Alain Pilloux esti-
mated that participation of the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment (EBRD) in supporting the reform 
process in Macedonia and creating an 
enabling environment for EBRD, is of 
curtail importance for the country’s fi-
nancial stabilization and its democratic 
process in general.

The meeting highlighted the successful 
Macedonia-EBRD cooperation. So far, 
EBRD has invested over EUR 1.6 billion 
in over 100 projects in the country. The 
bank’s current portfolio is at EUR 700 
million, of which 30, out of 46 active 
projects, are in the public sector.

Prime Minister Zoran Zaev and Pilloux 
discussed the possibilities for future co-
operation and as the most attractive and 
particularly important, were the projects 
in the field of energy and infrastructure, 

which the EBRD labeled as priority for 
support. 

Hence, EBRD joins international ef-
forts to support the country’s efforts 
to speed up the structural reforms and 
ensure new stimuli for advancing the 
business climate. All this is in line with 
the government’s commitment to revive 
the economy and create new jobs, as well 
as to implement the second phase of the 
Stabilization and Association Agreement 
with the European Union. 

ANGJUSEV: THE GOVERNMENT WILL STRONGLY 
SUPPORT ThE MICRO, SMALL AND MEDIUM - SIZED ENTERPRISES
Small and medium-sized enterprises will be supported by 30 percent return on investment for basic assets to carry out the 
activity, and 70 percent will be provided for companies that will introduce innovations and will create new products

SUPPORT FROM EBRD FOR 
ThE NEW INVESTMENT CYCLE IN MACEDONIA 
So far, EBRD has invested over EUR 1.6 billion in over 100 projects in the country. The bank’s current portfolio 
is at EUR 700 million, of which 30, out of 46 active projects, are in the public sector
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Trade between Bulgaria and Macedo-
nia has increased nearly 11 percent 

in 2017.While exports from Bulgaria in-
creased by 3%. According to experts, the 
interest for business trips in Macedonia 
has doubled compared to last year.

According to experts, Bulgarian com-
panies, in the first nine months of last 
year, exported 300 million euros worth of 

goods on the Macedonian market, while 
importing goods worth 234 million euros

Statistical data show that the largest 
number of goods Bulgaria exports to 
Macedonia is from the electricity sector, 
and mostly copper ore. 

Economic analysts are explicit that the 
current tendencies and the increase in the 
commodity exchange between Bulgaria 

and Macedonia will continue in the com-
ing years.

In 2016, the trade between the two 
neighboring countries amounted to 639 
million euros, when there was an increase 
in exports from Bulgaria to Macedonia 
by 2.1 percent, and a decrease in imports 
by 5.5 percent. The estimated amount of 
EUR 649 million in the exchange is also 
recorded in 2015.

Investments from Bulgaria to Macedo-
nia are mostly in the banking and insur-
ance sectors, metallurgy, food industry, 
geological exploration, information com-
munication technologies, telecommuni-
cations and hotel industry.

The Prime Ministers of Macedonia and 
Bulgaria, Zoran Zaev and Boyko Boriss-
ov, signed the Friendship and Neighbor-
hood Treaty on August 1 last year, which 
on November 23 the same year resulted 
in nine agreements for cooperation in 
several areas, such as investment, energy, 
tourism, infrastructure, telecommunica-
tions, defense...

INCREASED TRADE  
BETWEEN MACEDONIA AND BULGARIA 
Economic analysts are explicit that the current tendencies and the increase in the commodity 
exchange between Bulgaria and Macedonia will continue in the coming years

Kreshnik Bekteshi, Minister of 
Economy met with a business del-

egation from the American Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry in Albania, 
led by its President Mark Crawford. The 
business delegation showed interest in 
the opportunities our country offers for 
foreign investors, as well as establishing 
new and intensifying existing business 
relations between companies from both 
countries.

Minister Bekteshi presented the 
benefits offered by the Government 
to foreign investors in and outside the 
technological-industrial zones. Proof that 
conditions are excellent is the presence of 
a large number of companies from USA 
and Albania in the Republic of Macedo-
nia. He informed businessmen that the 
Republic of Macedonia has submitted an 
official request for joint customs adminis-
tration of the two countries at one of the 

border crossing, as well as the need for 
mutual recognition of the phyto -sanitary 
certificates from both countries, in order 
to ease trade.

The businessmen from the US Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry in Alba-
nia have expressed interest in investing in 
several fields, such as tourism, energy and 
mineral resources.

BUSINESSMEN FROM ALBANIA 
INTERESTED IN INVESTMENTS
The businessmen from the US Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Albania have expressed interest 
in investing in several fields, such as tourism, energy and mineral resources

1) Preliminary data
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Macedonia and Turkey will deepen 
their economic cooperation and 

will encourage mutual trade, which has 
been growing in recent years, especially 
in the part of Macedonian export to the 
Turkish market. This is envisioned by 
the decision of the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee of the Free Trade Agreement 
between Macedonia and Turkey, signed 
by the Macedonian Economy Minister 
Kreshnik Bekteshi and his Turkish coun-
terpart, Nihat Zeybekci. 

The decision, signed during Bekteshi’s 
visit to Ankara, Protocol 2, is amended to 
pave the way for provisions to implement 
the Regional Convention on pan-Euro-
Mediterranean preferential rules of origin 
(PEM Convention) and to expand possi-
bilities for diagonal cumulation of origin 
of goods with other countries.

Diagonal cumulation according to 
identical conditions for rules of origin is 
the most important benefit for Macedo-

nian and Turkish companies, who will be 
able to obtain EUR1 Certificate of pref-
erential origin of the goods for export, 
although the repro material, raw material, 
semi finished products or semi-products 
originate from the EU countries, CEFTA 
or / and EFTA, which was not the case 
until now.

Turkey is the eighth trading partner of 
Macedonia according to the volume of 
foreign trade. In the period between Jan-
uary and November 2017, overall trade 
exchange marked an increase of 0.8% 
compared to the same period in 2016. 
Export marked a rise of 21.7% with im-
port growing by 5%.

The share of the regional exchange in 
the total trade flows of Macedonia 

remains unchanged. Despite the growth 
of exports to the Western Balkan coun-
tries, in the past few years, it has not 
exceeded more than 10 to 12 percent of 
the total export which Macedonia realizes 
with other countries of the world. 

– Companies are still facing many 
difficulties of administrative and techni-
cal nature. On a daily bases they face 

non-recognition of certificates and other 
documents related to the quality and 
technical standards of the goods, with 
the obligation to receive more different 
licenses and to deal with the non-com-
pliance with regulation in several areas, 
said Tatjana Sterjova national coordina-
tor of the Investment Forum within the 
Economic Chamber of Macedonia, at the 
conference “The future of the Balkans - 
towards global inclusion”, in Tirana.

According to Sterjova, business in the 
past years has continuously maintained 
regional cooperation, even when politi-
cal processes were hindered it, and can 
provide the necessary economic input 
for speeding up the process of European 
integration and achieving the desired 
level of economic development. But, she 
stressed, the necessary conditions must be 
provided for this.

BUSINESS COMMUNITY LOOKS 
FOR REGIONAL TRADE WIThOUT BARRIERS 
Business in the past years has continuously maintained regional cooperation, 
even when political processes were hindered it

MACEDONIA AND TURKEY WILL DEEPEN 
ThEIR ECONOMIC COOPERATION
Turkey is the eighth trading partner of Macedonia according to the volume of foreign trade. In the period between January 
and November 2017, overall trade exchange marked an increase of 0.8% compared to the same period in 2016
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Online shopping is becoming more 
and more attractive. The worth 

of transactions made from the country 
towards domestic and foreign companies 
is almost 85 million euros. According to 
data from the National Bank, E-com-
merce grows by 30% annually. The use of 
active payment cards, the good offer from 
companies, the Internet, mobile applica-
tions were crucial, says Nina Angelovska, 
owner of an online sales company.

Reduced prices of products over the 
Internet are attractive to consumers. 
Most often orders were made for the 
purchase of clothing, sports, electronic 
equipment and household products. 
The experiences of online shopping - 
mania are different, from those who 
order accidentally, to those who buy 
regularly.

Internet trade in total trade partici-
pates with about 2%, which is still a 

small percentage, compared to more de-
veloped markets where it is above 10%. 
Angelovska says this is the digital world 
of companies that want to grow.

According to the data, as many as 
70 percent of consumers search on the 
Internet before making their purchase 
decision. According to experts, fees for 
internet transactions are still high.

The credit bureau will prepare re-
ports on the creditworthiness of 

the citizens who will seek credits. This 
is envisaged by the changes and amend-
ments to the Law on Credit Bureau, 
which the Ministry of Finance has sub-
mitted to the ENER system for public 
debate.

According to the Ministry of Finance, 
these legislative changes are aimed at in-

troducing creditworthiness report for the 
borrowers.

– The introduction of this service will 
result in advantages for creditors and bor-
rowers. The creditworthiness report will 
enable creditors to improve the loan port-
folio, reduce operating costs and signifi-
cantly reduce the time needed to approve 
loans. At the same time, the report of the 
borrowers will give a clear picture of their 

creditworthiness - say from the Ministry 
of Finance.

According to the Law on Credit Bu-
reau, the credit bureau could prepare re-
ports on the balance of liabilities of legal 
entities and individuals, but not reports 
on their creditworthiness, which is the 
usual activity of the credit bureaus in in-
ternational society.

THE CREDIT BUREAU WILL MAKE REPORTS 
ON ThE CREDITWORThINESS OF FIRMS AND CITIZENS
According to the Law on Credit Bureau, the credit bureau could prepare reports on the balance of liabilities of legal entities and 
individuals, but not reports on their creditworthiness, which is the usual activity of the credit bureaus in international society

E-COMMERCE 
WITh ANNUAL GROWTh OF 30%
Internet trade in total trade participates with about 2%, which is still a small percentage, 
compared to more developed markets where it is above 10%

3
5
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Trusstworthiness and confidence

Macedonia
European Union

Fin. services meeting business need

Affordability of financial services

Financing through local equity market

Easy of access to loans

Soundeness of the banks

Regulation of securities exchanges

Efficiency

According to  
World Economic Forum’s  

Global Competitiveness  
Report 2016-2017, 

financial market development  
in Macedonia is scored  

4.2 out of maximum 7.0  
and ranked 57th out of 

138 analyzed economies, 
trustworthiness and  

confidence of financial market 
is scored 4.5 (46th place).
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The project “Buy House, Buy Apart-
ment” with a government decision, 

continues this year. This will enable citi-
zens, in 2018, to acquire an apartment 
or house on favourable terms. With the 
project, citizens who do not have any 
other property of their own  and whose 
monthly income does not exceed 900 
euros, will be able to apply for the two 
types of subsidized housing loans, for 
purchase or extent reconstruction of a 
house or for buying an apartment.

Under prevailing conditions, the gov-
ernment, for building/buying a home, 
will pay 75% of the monthly installment 
(principal and interest) for the construc-
tion / purchase house in the first 5 years 
of the repayment of the loan. For buying 
an apartment the government pays half 
of the monthly instalment for the same 
period. The interest on the housing loan 
is subsidized and is 3.95% for the first 
three years and 4.44% for the fourth and 
fifth year of repayment.

The second model is the Government 
to pay 75% of the share for the con-
struction / purchase of a house, or up to 
9,375 euros for a loan of 50,000 euros. 
For participation in the loan for buying 
an apartment the Government will pay 
50% of the share or up to 6,250 euros 
for a loan of 50,000 euros. The interest 
rate on the housing loan is subsidized 
and amounts to EURIBOR + 4.5 per-
centage points during the entire repay-
ment period. 

Building firms and civil society orga-
nizations wants full reform of regula-

tions whereupon laws won’t satisfy only 
party and narrow business interests but 
will also take care of the public interest. 
Over the past 10 years, these regulations 
have undergone about 50 changes, often 
incorrect, without consulting experts and 
without taking care of the needs of the 
citizens and the building industry.

The building legislation has to go 
through some fundamental changes. 
That applies to all laws from the law on 
building and physical planning to the 
building land law to the cadastre law to 
the cultural heritage law. They must not 
contradict each other as has been the 
case so far and be applied randomly.

“As it is, the law on building and 
physical planning says one thing and 

the building law says another and de-
pending on what you are doing, you are 
going to invoke one law or the other or 
a combination of the two. Parks, open 
spaces and squares were attacked. Quays 
were used for building and the places of 
the greatest public interest fell victim to 
inarticulate and harmful changes,” says 
Professor Miroslav Grcev.

Additional expenses on building ma-
terials will not increase the price of 

apartments.
Statistics noted growth in building 

materials prices by almost 20 percent. 
However, real estate agents say the price 
of the housing square meter is stable. 
Despite the low demand, real estate 
agents say the market is not over priced. 
This year, an even larger number of pur-
chases are expected.

On the other hand, the last report of 
the Cadastre shows that there are no 
more than 3,600 unsold apartments in 
the country, and almost 10,000 are in 
the construction phase. In the capital, 
the most expensive are the apartments 
in Centar, Aerodrom and Karpos, 
where a square meter is sold from 900 
to 1,500 euros. Most wanted are apart-
ments of 60 square meters. In other 
cities, the price of a square meter is far 

lower, due to lower prices of commu-
nal services.  They range from 500 to 
800 euros.

PROJECT “BUY HOUSE, BUY APARTMENT” 
CONTINUES 
Under prevailing conditions, the government, for building/buying a home, will pay 75% of the monthly installment 
(principal and interest) for the construction / purchase house in the first 5 years of the repayment of the loan.

BUILDERS CALLING FOR NEW REGULATIONS

THE PRICE OF THE RENTAL SQUARE METER 
WILL NOT BE REDUCED 
In the capital, the most expensive are the apartments in Centar, Aerodrom and Karpos,  
where a square meter is sold from 900 to 1,500 euros
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Macedonia’s building industry noted 
a drop of about 30 percent in the 

past eight months. The authorities be-
lieve that this is a result of the highway 
construction slowdown. The chambers, 
on the other hand, say the reason is the 
delayed power takeover and the reduced 
number of public procurements in this 
industry.  

Andrea Serafimovski, President of the 
Building Association of the Economic 
Chamber of Macedonia, says that al-
though the cost of contracted construc-
tion works was higher than last year, 

there is a tremendous drop in the amount 
of completed construction works both at 
home and abroad. 

Statistics show that in the first nine 
months of 2017, 2,345 building permits 
were issued, which is a 2 percent drop 
from the same period of last year. The 
cost of contracted construction works in 
this period was 75 billion denars and was 
by 5 percent higher from the same period 
of last year. On the other hand, complet-
ed construction works dropped by 21.1 
percent. The cost of contracted construc-
tion works abroad dropped by 16 percent 

and the cost of completed construction 
works abroad dropped by 39 percent in 
comparison with the same period of the 
year before. 

There are 51,679 employees in the 
building industry at the moment and 
the average salary in September was 
21,451 denars. Deputy Prime Minister 
Koco Angjusev expects the situation to 
change in 2018, the construction of the 
highways and the railroad to Bulgaria to 
resume and the economy to grow at a 
rate higher than the projected one of 3.2 
percent. 

BUILDING SECTOR DROPS 30 PERCENT, 
EXPECTS STABILIZATION
There are 51,679 employees in the building industry at the moment and the average salary in September was 21,451 denars   

Taking of loans is justified only if most of the money is spent on capital invest-
ments. Businessmen from the Chamber of Northwest Macedonia urge the 

Government to invest in infrastructure, especially towards Albania as that will help 
increase trade between the two countries. 

“Infrastructure with Albania is important because of the  
constructed highway to 
Tirana from Pristina, 
which is going to in-
crease the gross income 
between the two coun-
tries,” says Nebi Hoxha, 
president of the Cham-
ber. Tourism, construc-
tion and agriculture 
are the sectors with the 
greatest potential for 
business cooperation 
between companies of 
the two countries. 

BUSINESSMEN LOOKING 
FOR INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

CORRIDOR X TO BE FULLY 
FUNCTIONAL BY EARLY 
SUMMER
Zoran Kitanov, Director of the Public 
National Roads Company, said that the re-
construction of the Negotino-Demir Kapi-
ja road was in its closing stage. Activities 
should end in two months’ time when the 
Demir Kapija-Smokvica highway should 
also be put into use. 

“In the meantime, the machinery will 
be moved to the left side of the road, 
from Demir Kapija to Negotino. By the 
beginning of the summer, the whole of 
Corridor X will be fitted with modern toll 
booths, with regulated flows of move-
ment,” Kitanov said. 

The reconstruction of the Veles-Grads-
ko and Miladinovci-Kumanovo highways 
is over. Authorities say that in addition to 
building new roads, they will make sure 
the extant road infrastructure of about 
750 km is maintained on a regular basis. 
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FIRST STATE AID UNDER NEW RULES 
GRANTED TO CAGATAY KABLO
In the first stage, a facility will be built on an area of 7,000 square meters worth 4 million euros that will employ 100 people. Later 
the facility will expand driving the investment up to around 6 million euros. The number of employees will also climb up, to 300

STIP TEXTILE FACTORIES 
TO MAKE BRAND CLOThES
In addition to improving the quality of the production process, the new 
investments are also going to increase the workload and create more jobs

The Government approved the first 
agreement on granting state aid 

to Cagatay Kablo Automotive Electric 
Sistemleri DOOEL Ilinden. This agree-
ment, according to the government press 
service, was signed according to the new 
measures for support of foreign invest-
ments laid out in the Government’s Eco-
nomic Growth Plan.

The Turkish company laid the founda-
tions of its plant in the Skopje 1 techno-

logical and industrial development zone 
in September last year. It will produce 
cables for the automotive industry, pri-
marily for the Van Hool buses.

In the first stage, a facility will be built 
on an area of 7,000 square meters worth 
4 million euros that will employ 100 peo-
ple. Later the facility will expand driving 
the investment up to around 6 million 
euros. The number of employees will also 
climb up, to 300.

According to Deputy Prime Minister 
Koco Angjusev, Cagatay Kablo con-
cluded the contract for the construction 
of the facility in 2016. Under the new 
measures, subsidies will also be paid to 
Van Hool because it will purchase cables 
from Cagatay Kablo, which, as Angjusev 
said, will be considered a Macedonian 
company.

Dutch companies operating in Stip intend to expand their produc-
tion facilities replacing the LOHN system with production of 

branded textile products, said the Dutch Ambassador to Macedonia, 
Willem Wouter Plomp, after visiting the factories. 

“At least two of the Dutch companies operating in Stip plan to ex-
pand. One of them is EMT,” Plomp said. 

In addition to improving the quality of the production process, the 
new investments are also going to increase the workload and create more 
jobs. 

“More specifically, this company will have 65 employees in the first 
stage and about 100 in the second,” Ambassador Plomp explained. 

The local authorities say they are going to help all investors that will 
help reduce the unemployment rate, and offer good wages and decent 
working conditions, thus contributing directly to the growth of the local 
economy. 

AVERAGE MONTHLY GROSS  
WAGE PAID PER EMPLOYEE,  
DECEMBER 2017
According to the data of the State Statistical Office, 
the index of the average monthly gross wage paid per 
employee in December 2017, compared to December 
2016, was 101.9.

This increase is caused by the increase of the 
average monthly gross wage paid per employee in 
the sectors: Manufacturing (9.1%), Accommodation 
and food service activities (9.0%) and other service 
activities (8.6%). 

An increase in the average monthly gross wage 
paid per employee compared to the previous 
month was recorded in the sectors: Information and 
communication (12.2%), Manufacturing (10.4%) and 
Professional, scientific and technical activities (9.1%). 

The average monthly gross wage paid per 
employee in December 2017 was 35,017 denars.

In December 2017, 1.2% of the employees in the 
Republic of Macedonia did not receive any payment.



en
er

g
Y

12 Macedonian Business MontHly

Macedonia is going to begin activi-
ties this year to bring gas from the 

neighboring countries. Public calls will be 
announced seeking bids to build connec-
tions to Greece and Bulgaria and to con-
nect the Negotino thermoelectric power 
station with the regional pipeline. In par-
allel, activities will continue to complete 
the construction of the gas supply grid in 
the country. 

The regional pipeline from Klecovce 
to Stip is finished and 80 percent of the 
route to Negotino is also complete. From 
Negotino the pipeline will then continue 
to Bitola via Prilep. Gas is expected to 
reach Pelagonija by 2020. 

In an interview with MIA, the director 
of Macedonian Energy Resources (MER), 
Blagojce Koteski, says that in two years 
gas will reach municipalities provided 
they work simultaneously with the cen-
tral authorities. 

Only Strumica and Kumanovo have so 
far been gasified. The gas pipeline passes 
in close vicinity to Kriva Palanka and 
Skopje but neither city has yet built a dis-
tribution grid. According to Koteski, the 
new government is very much committed 

to seeing this process through. 32 million 
euros have been allocated for implement-
ing the ongoing projects and another 10 
million euros for resolving ownership 
rights in 2018. 

The construction of the first pri-
vate wind farm in Macedonia will 

soon begin. In December last year, the 
Government gave the concession to a 
private firm called Tor. The plan is to 
set up ten windmills of 33 MW and 
in parallel to build a new substation 
with a connected power line. It will be 
Macedonia’s second wind farm after the 
construction of ELEM’s wind farm in 
Bogdanci.

“The windmill will produce 3.6 MW 
of electricity, which is enough for a 

large number of people in this area of 
the Republic of Macedonia,” says Saso 
Velkovski, Mayor of Sveti Nikole. 

With the Strategy for Renewable 
Sources of the Ministry of Economy, 
two more locations have been identi-
fied in the eastern region as favorable 
for the construction of windmills. One 
is near the Sveti Nikole village of Erd-
zelija and the other is in the vicinity of 
the Stip village of Sasavarlija.

The construction of the new Mila-
dinovci-Stip highway has also boosted 

interest in selling land lots in Sveti 
Nikole. Velkovski says that investors are 
not only interested in building facilities 
processing fruit and vegetables but also 
in building photovoltaic plants.

“Sveti Nikole has the highest num-
ber of sunny days in Europe, or 2,963 
hours of sunlight a year. I hope this is 
going to help us draw a lot of investors 
interested in building plants for elec-
tricity generation,” Velkovski says.

KOTESKI: MACEDONIA MAY BE GASIFIED
IN TWO YEARS
Only Strumica and Kumanovo have so far been gasified. The gas pipeline passes in close vicinity 
to Kriva Palanka and Skopje but neither city has yet built a distribution grid

WIND FARM TO BE BUILT 
NEAR SVETI NIKOLE
With the Strategy for Renewable Sources of the Ministry of Economy, two more locations have been identified in the eastern region as favorable 
for the construction of windmills. One is near the Sveti Nikole village of Erdzelija and the other is in the vicinity of the Stip village of Sasavarlija
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Macedonia presented itself with a 
concrete offer at the international 

tourism fair in Helsinki, Finland, called 
“MATKA”, the biggest on the Nordic 
market. At the beginning of 2018, Mace-
donia also participated at the tourism fair 
“Vakantiebeurs” in Utrecht, the Nether-
lands, where there were 1,100 exhibitors 
from 700 destinations and 109,000 visi-
tors, in the course of seven days.

According to the Agency for Tourism 
Promotion and Support, meetings were 
held with tour operators, including the 
largest Dutch companies that cooperate 
with our country: TUI, CORENDON, 
as well as KRAS. Everyone expressed 
interest in the Macedonian tourism prod-
uct.

According to statistics, the number 
of tourists outside the summer season 
has increased, and the expectations of 
APPTALMP are that such a tendency 
will continue and will initiate additional 

interest for potential investments in 
tourist facilities, which would mean new 

employment and strengthening of the 
economy.

Increased promotion and reconstruc-
tion of the existing winter facilities 

are needed for the Macedonian moun-
tains to become a hit for domestic 
and foreign tourists. Macedonia has 
the potential to develop winter tour-
ism, but is not exploited enough, say 
experts in tourism. It is necessary to 
invest in increasing the content so 
that our guests do not leave our ski 
centres for those in neighbouring 
countries. More ski lifts, trails, artifi-
cial snow when needed, better quality 

service and access to winter centres are 
needed. Macedonia has the potential, 
but it is not used sufficiently to keep 
tourists. Experts say it is necessary 
to invest in increasing the content of 
winter truism.

The offer should not be limited only 
to summer and winter. The country 
should also offer entertainment in the 
rest of the year. The modern tourist, 
says Vlado Srbinovski, president of 
the Balkan Association for Alternative 
Tourism “Balkania” is less and less a 

slave to agency agreements.  He wants 
to arrange his own trip.

Research by the World Tourism 
Organization shows that most people 
want active tourism, which includes 
mountain climbing, cycling and para-
gliding, among other activities.

MACEDONIAN TOURISM PROMOTED 
ON FAIRS IN NEThERLANDS AND FINLAND
According to the Agency for Tourism Promotion and Support, meetings were held with tour operators, including 
the largest Dutch companies that cooperate with our country: TUI, CORENDON, as well as KRAS

WINTER TOURISM: MORE INVESTMENTS, 
BETTER OFFER FOR GUESTS
Research by the World Tourism Organization shows that most people want active tourism, which 
includes mountain climbing, cycling and paragliding, among other activities
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Precisely 8% of Macedonian citizens 
arranged accommodations (room, 

apartment, and house, vacation home 
and so on) through internet pages or ap-
plications from another private person 
in the past 12 months, show a research 
from Eurostat. They used specialized 
web pages or applications, such as Airb-
nb or HomeToGo as well as other web-
sites and social networks, through which 

these services take place from the new 
market model created under the strong 
influence of information technology, 
known as the “shared economy”.

These web pages connect the persons 
who offer their apartments and houses 
to the travelers in need of accommoda-
tion when traveling abroad or in another 
town. In this way, traditional hotels 
are avoided, while the interest is high 

because prices for accommodation are 
cheaper.

Although with this percentage we 
lag behind the European average of 17 
percent, we are still well in comparison 
with some member states of the Union. 
Online accommodation, by another 
private person, is most often reserved by 
residents coming from the UK or Lux-
embourg.

COMMON TOURISTIC PRODUCTS – 
ENCOURAGEMENT FOR REGIONAL COOPERATION
For that purpose, following world trends and the new travel destinations, within the framework of organized regional 
tours, touristic agencies, tour operators from Macedonia in cooperation with their colleagues from the countries of the 
region, for a while now are working on creating mutual destinations for tourists from the whole world

MACEDONIANS MASSIVELY RENTING 
APARTMENTS TO TOURISTS 
Online accommodation, by another private person, is most often reserved by residents  
coming from the UK or Luxembourg

Strengthening mutual cooperation 
between the countries of the re-

gion aimed towards trade growth and 
mutual investments will encourage the 
strengthening of the region as a whole 
and its presentation on third markets as 
one product in many fields, including 
tourism.

For that purpose, following world 
trends and the new travel destinations, 
within the framework of organized re-
gional tours, touristic agencies, tour op-
erators from Macedonia in cooperation 
with their colleagues from the countries 
of the region, for a while now are work-
ing on creating mutual destinations for 
tourists from the whole world. 

The Economic Chamber of Macedonia 
and the Chambers of Serbia and Monte-
negro have launched activities for making 
regional destinations as an encourage-
ment for the growth of the number of 
tourists in the region, as well as increasing 

the participation of tourism in the overall 
regional economy. In this regard, one of 
the problems that need to be addressed 
in the following period is different visa 
regimes of the countries from the region 
towards third countries, which makes it 
difficult to organize regional tours.

Activities are underway for introduc-
ing, once again, airplane line Skopje- 

Podgorica-Skopje, in the direction of 
providing adequate infrastructure, which, 
as the ultimate goal, will contribute to 
an increased amount of economic co-
operation between Montenegro and the 
Republic of Macedonia, but will also 
increase the number of tourists in both 
directions and develop new types of tour-
istic products. 
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The purchase of tobacco in the coun-
try is in its final phase. 21.5 thou-

sand tons worth 60 million euros were 
purchased, with an average price of over 
3.5 euros per kilogram. According to an-
nual estimates, the yield should weigh 
23,000 tons.

Tobacco is a strategic culture and ex-
port annually provides 100 million euros. 
The state seeks to increase demand, but 

also competition in the market. The Brit-
ish company “British American Tobacco” 
through the trade company “Skopje 
dooel” is present on the Macedonian 
market investing 13 million euros at the 
end of last year.

Prilep tobacco company, in the past 
five years, has had “Philip Morris” as 
strategic partner, will now increase the 
cooperation in the purchase and manu-

facture of cigarettes. The government has 
announced a new purchaser of tobacco, 
the Greek company “Missirian”, which 
will start signing contracts in March.

All this should increase the demand 
for tobacco on the market, and provide 
tobacco growers with higher prices and 
earnings, say agricultural experts.

THE DEMAND FOR TOBACCO 
WILL INCREASE
Prilep tobacco company, in the past five years, has had “Philip Morris” as strategic partner, will 
now increase the cooperation in the purchase and manufacture of cigarettes

ANNUAL AGRICULTURAL BUDGET –  
140 MILLION EUROS
The highest is the budget of the Agency for Financial Support in Agriculture and Rural Development. The 
funds are provided for direct financial support in agriculture and rural development

This year, farmers will have at their 
disposal a budget of nearly 140mil-

lion euros for subsidies and rural devel-
opment. Most of the money is intended 
for financial support of crop production. 
The budget funds for veterinary and food 
safety have also been increased.

The highest is the budget of the Agency 
for Financial Support in Agriculture and 
Rural Development. The funds are pro-

vided for direct financial support in agri-
culture and rural development, and will 
be invested in the creation of products 
with high added value, modernization of 
the agro-sector and development of the 
rural areas.

Funds for the Food and Veterinary 
Agency and the programs for veterinary 
health and food safety have increased by 
60 percent.

These programs are important for the 
health of animals and humans, provid-
ing and guaranteeing quality and safe 
products.

The Ministry is also preparing a new 
five-year subsidy program in 2018, 
through which the planed money from 
the agricultural budget, will be distrib-
uted in detail.
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Macedonia has the capacity to feed 
its own population. Produces 

enough potatoes, onions, beans, rice, 
pepper, tomato, cucumber, cabbage, 
garlic, grapes, apples, peaches, plums, 
pumpkin, watermelon, fresh meat, milk, 
everything except wheat and tropical 
fruits: bananas, lemons, oranges, spend-
ing on imports more than 700 million 
euros annually. 

Farmers say that the problem is not 
that Macedonia spends on imports, but 
there is no policy to protect domestic 
production: reduced imports (at least 
during the high season, when our prod-
ucts arrive on the markets) or purchase of 
what remains to be stocked.

According to businessmen, the country 
is a net importer of agricultural and food 

products, while the available potential 
of arable agricultural land and pastures 
has not been used. The subsidy system is 
wrong -does not give result, and an addi-
tional problem is lack of competition.

From the Economic Chamber of 
North-West Macedonia (ECNWM), they 
say that although we have great potential 
for agriculture, we use very little.

Arable land is only 42% of the country 
dominated by outdated technology and 

little use of innovations. The subsidy 
system was wrong and did not lead to 
increase in agricultural crops, that is, the 
agro-sector in general. This means that 
changes are needed for bigger and more 
realistic effects, say from ECHNWM.

According to the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, for import of food in 2016, Mace-
donia spent 718 million euros, and until 
November 2017,695 million euros.

Starting next month, organic producers 
will be registered in a special register. 

This will present a precise look at certi-
fied operators and what kind of organic 
food they offer on the market.

Last year 3,200 hectares of certified 
land were registered, compared to 2014, 
when there were 2,300 hectares and 530 
organic farmers.

The largest share in organic plant 
production, or 33%, is cereal crops, 26 
percent is forage, and 15 percent is fruit 
and 1 to 3 percent vineyards and garden 
products.

In livestock production, the leading 
branch is sheep breeding with 84 percent 
or close to 47,000 sheep that are bred for 
organic production. Goat breeding and 

cattle breeding, account for 4 percent and 
beekeeping, 8 percent.

The interest in Macedonian organic 
food on the European market is growing, 
while Switzerland and Slovenia are the 
first on the list of buyers.

Latest findings show that organic eggs 
and organic rise are in high demand on 
the European and world markets.

Macedonia produces enough food and 
spends more than 700 million euros on import 
According to the Ministry of Agriculture, for import of food in 2016, Macedonia spent 718 million euros,  
and until November 2017, 695 million euros

MACEDONIAN ORGANIC PRODUCTS 
IN SLOVENIA AND SWITZERLAND
Latest findings show that organic eggs and organic rise are in high demand  
on the European and world markets

Purchase and sale of agricultural products, quarterly data
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