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The President of the Republic of Macedonia, Gjorge Ivanov, paid a working visit to the 
Republic of Bulgaria on 21–22 November. During the visit, he met with his Bulgarian 

counterpart, Rosen Plevneliev, and the President-elect of the Republic of Bulgaria, Rumen 
Radev. 

Overall bilateral relations and possibilities to further bilateral and regional cooperation 
were discussed at the meetings. At a ceremony at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences (BAN), 
President Ivanov was awarded an honorary doctorate degree. On this occasion, he delivered 
a lecture titled “Migrations and Migrants: Challenges for the Third Millennium”. 

The President of the Republic of 
Macedonia, Gjorge Ivanov, paid 

a working visit to the Kingdom of 
Morocco on 15–17 November to attend 
the UN Climate Change Conference in 
Marrakech. In his address he stressed that 
the Republic of Macedonia was committed 
to the principles and objectives of the 
Paris Agreement on climate change. 

“We proved our commitment also 
by being the 23rd country in the world 
having determined its own national 
contribution to reducing CO2 emissions,” 
he said. 

President Ivanov underlined that although a developing country, as a UN member state 
the Republic of Macedonia went a step further in meeting its responsibilities, especially 
with regard to reporting, thus coming closer to the responsibilities that developed countries, 
including the European Union, have. 

presiDeNt gjorge ivANov pAys  
WorkiNg visit to repuBlic of BulgAriA 

presiDeNt gjorge ivANov AtteNDs 
MArrAkech cliMAte chANge coNfereNce



4th WorlD coNfereNce oN DiAlogue AMoNg 
religioNs AND civilizAtioNs

From 3 to 5 November, Bitola 
hosted the 4th World Conference 

on Dialogue among Religions 
and Civilizations under the UN 
and UNESCO Global Agenda on 
Dialogue among Civilizations and 
the UNESCO International Decade 
for the Rapprochement of Cultures, 
which brought together more than 
150 representatives of all world 
religions, civil society organizations, 
professors and experts from around 
the world. 

The central topic of the Con-
ference was “Migration and the 
Challenge of Integration through 
Dialogue among Religions and Cul-
tures”, whereas subtopics were “The 
Family – a Source and Place for 
Building and Safeguarding Human 
Dignity and for Growing in Faith” 
and “Use and Misuse of the Modern Ways of Communication and 
Social Media (Religious Perspective)”. 

The President of the Republic of Macedonia, Gjorge Ivanov, 
addressed the participants at the opening of the Conference. Culture 

Minister Elizabeta Kančeska-Milevska and the Director of the 
Commission for Relations with Religious Communities and Groups, 
Valentina Božinovska, also delivered remarks. 

5th MeetiNg 
of heADs of 
goverNMeNt of 
16+1 (ceec AND 
chiNA) process

A government delegation of the 
Republic of Macedonia led by 

Prime Minister Emil Dimitriev 
participated in the 5th Meeting of 
Heads of Government of the 16+1 
(Central and Eastern European 
Countries and China) Process in 
Riga, Latvia, from 4 to 6 November. 
The government delegation included 
the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Nikola 
Poposki, the Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs, Vladimir 
Peševski, and the Deputy Minister of Economy, Hristijan Delev. 

During the visit, Minister Poposki met with his Hungarian 
counterpart, Péter Szijjártó. He also attended the meetings that 
Prime Minister Dimitriev had with the Prime Minister of the People’s 

Republic of China, Li Keqiang, Bulgarian Prime Minister Boyko 
Borisov and the Prime Minister of the Czech Republic, Bohuslav 
Sobotka. 

In addition, representatives of the government delegation attended 
numerous business events and meetings. 
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The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Austria, Sebastian 
Kurz, paid a working visit to the Republic of Macedonia on 28 

November. At the meeting with his host, the Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, 
Nikola Poposki, issues discussed included bilateral relations and 
cooperation, the European integration of the Republic of Macedonia, 
the refugee crisis and the 11 December general election in the 
Republic of Macedonia. The two ministers said bilateral relations and 
cooperation between the Republic of Macedonia and the Republic of 
Austria developed in an excellent manner and both parties wanted 
to advance economic cooperation further, especially because the 
Republic of Austria is Macedonia’s second largest investor with 
about 40 companies in Macedonia’s market and trade of more than 
100 million euros. 

Ministers Poposki and Kurz also adopted the Austria–Macedonia 
2017 Action Plan that consists of joint projects on practical cooperation 

in a number of areas including European integration, economy, 
environmental protection, culture, education and science. 

On 10 November, the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 

of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Macedonia, Nikola Poposki, 
participated in the Vienna Migration 
Conference 2016 organized by the 
International Centre for Migration 
Policy Development headquartered 
in Vienna. 

Minister Poposki addressed 
the high-level panel discussion 
“European Migration and Refugee 
Policies – The Way Ahead” alongside 
other panelists including Austria’s 
Foreign Minister Sebastian Kurz, 
OSCE Secretary General Lamberto 
Zannier, Enlargement Commissioner Johannes Hahn and Malta’s 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs George 
Vella, with whom Minister Poposki held fringe meetings. Among 
the issues discussed at these meetings were bilateral relations, the 

OSCE/ODIHR Election Observation Mission in the Republic of 
Macedonia, the European Commission’s Report and the need to 
change the approach of repetitive recommendations without a 
process of membership negotiations. 

AustriAN foreigN MiNister seBAstiAN kurz visits MAceDoNiA

vieNNA MigrAtioN coNfereNce 2016 
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DEpUty prIME MINIstEr AND fOrEIgN MINIstEr 
pOpOskI MEEts EUrOpEAN lAwMAkErs 

On 25 November, the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, Nikola 

Poposki, received Ivo Vajgl, Eduard Kukan and Knut 
Fleckenstein, Members of the European Parliament. Minister 
Poposki underlined on that occasion the importance of holding 
fair and democratic elections, expressing gratitude for the 
European Parliament’s support for the process of European 
integration of the Republic of Macedonia and its bid for 

opening membership negotiations with the European Union. 
Minister Poposki spoke about the activities the country was 
taking to strengthen regional cooperation and promote good-
neighborly relations. 

The European lawmakers emphasized the importance of 
holding credible elections since that would determine the 
future dynamics of Macedonia’s accession process. 
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DEpUty prIME MINIstEr AND MINIstEr Of 
fOrEIgN AffAIrs pOpOskI MEEts OsCE/ODIHr 

ElECtION ObsErVAtION MIssION CHIEf

The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Macedonia, Nikola Poposki, met with 

Tana de Zulueta, Head of the OSCE/ODIHR Observation 
Mission for the 11 December early general election in the 
Republic of Macedonia, on 8 November. Minister Poposki 
said he was pleased with the cooperation hitherto maintained 
with the OSCE/ODIHR and the positive experience of this 
organization’s monitoring of numerous election cycles in the 
past. The importance of holding fair and democratic elections 
was emphasized and expectations of a good electoral process 
were shared at the meeting. The benefits of having elections 
observed by the ODIHR, the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly 
and other relevant international organizations were also 
highlighted. 

pAce DelegAtioN visits MAceDoNiA, Meets With  
Deputy priMe MiNister AND foreigN MiNister poposki

AustriAN secretAry-geNerAl for  
foreigN AffAirs liNhArt visits MAceDoNiA 

On 22 November, Nikola Poposki, Macedonia’s Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, received the delegation 

of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) 
led by Austrian lawmaker Stefan Schennach that came to assess 
the country’s ongoing election campaign and political climate. 
Opinions were shared at the meeting on the coming parliamentary 
elections and the expectations of them. The officials said they 

expected a good electoral process and took the occasion to stress 
the importance of holding fair and democratic elections. Minister 
Poposki emphasized the benefits of the monitoring of Macedonia’s 
election cycles in the past by relevant international organizations 
underlining in this regard the role of the Parliamentary Assembly 
of the Council of Europe. 

Michael Linhart, the Secretary-General at the Federal Ministry 
for Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 

Austria, paid a visit to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Macedonia on 16 November. He was received by the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Macedonia, Nikola Poposki, and also had a meeting with the State 
Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Elena Kuzmanovska. 

Among the issues discussed at the meetings were the Macedonian-
Austrian relations and cooperation, the European integration of 
the Republic of Macedonia, the migrant and refugee crisis and 
the priorities of Austria’s forthcoming OSCE Chairmanship. All 
officials said bilateral relations were excellent in both political and 
economic terms. Secretary-General Linhart reaffirmed the unwavering 
commitment of the Republic of Austria to Macedonia’s European 
integration and praised the country for the way it dealt with the 
migrant and refugee crisis. 



bUsINEss DElEgAtION Of EMIrAtE Of 
AjMAN (UAE) VIsIts MACEDONIA 

On 11 November, the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, Nikola 

Poposki, received the representatives of the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry of the Emirate of Ajman (UAE) during 
their visit to the Republic of Macedonia. During the meeting, 
stress was laid on the economic cooperation, the possibilities 
for investments in a number of sectors, the presentation of 
Macedonia's conditions to foreign investors and the ways to 
increase the number of UAE tourists. 

The guests from the Emirate of Ajman also met with 
Macedonia's Prime Minister Emil Dimitriev, representatives 
of the Agency for Foreign Investments and Export Promotion 
of the Republic of Macedonia, representatives of the Economic 
Chamber of the Republic of Macedonia and representatives 
of more than 40 Macedonian firms from various industries. 
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cDu youth orgANizAtioN pAys visit to MAceDoNiA's MfA

On 14 November, Nikola Poposki, Macedonia’s 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 

Foreign Affairs, received a delegation of the youth 
organization of Germany’s Christian Democratic 
Union (CDU), whose visit was arranged by the 
Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung. Minister Poposki 
stressed how important the role of the young was 
as a driving force in bettering political processes 
at regional and global levels and as a key factor in 
promoting the universal values for a better life. He 
also addressed the longtime fruitful Macedonian-
German cooperation, emphasizing that the Federal 
Republic of Germany was Macedonia’s largest 
trade partner. 

Deputy priMe MiNister AND foreigN MiNister poposki  
Meets Deputy Director-geNerAl At isrAel's MfA zvi rAv-Ner

On 14 and 15 November, at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Macedonia, regular political consultations were held 

between the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of the State of Israel and 
the Republic of Macedonia at the level of political directors. On this 
occasion, the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Macedonia, Nikola Poposki, received the Deputy 
Director-General for Eurasia and the Balkans at Israel’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Zvi Rav-Ner, and Israel’s Ambassador Dan Oryan. 

A number of aspects of the bilateral relations and cooperation 
between the two countries were considered at the meeting and 
opinions were shared on the security challenges of the refugee crisis 
that the whole Region and the Republic of Macedonia are faced with. 

The Israeli officials said they were pleased and thankful for the 
activities the Republic of Macedonia had taken to remember the 
victims and reconstruct the memorials of the Holocaust. 



DEpUty fOrEIgN MINIstEr IsAjlOVskI AttENDs 
MINIstErIAl MEEtINg Of VIsEgrAD grOUp AND 

wEstErN bAlkAN COUNtrIEs IN wArsAw

Ilija Isajlovski, Macedonia's Deputy Foreign Minister, attended 
the Annual Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of 

the Visegrad Group (V4) and the Western Balkans in Warsaw 
on 29 November. The Meeting took place under Poland's 
Presidency of the V4. Special guests included the Vice President 
of the European Commission and High Representative of 
the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, 
Federica Mogherini, and the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of 

the neighboring countries, Romania, Croatia and Slovenia. 
Discussions at the Meeting focused on the Western Balkan 
countries' European integration and security challenges. 
Deputy Foreign Minister Isajlovski said in his address that 
the policy of enlargement was a successful policy which had 
to be pursued until full integration of the Western Balkan 
countries. On the sidelines of the Meeting, he held a number 
of bilateral meetings. 

DEpUty prIME MINIstEr AND fOrEIgN MINIstEr 
pOpOskI MEEts bUNDEstAg MEMbEr frEI

Macedonia's Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, Nikola 

Poposki, met with Thorsten Frei, Member of the German 
Bundestag for the governing CDU/CSU and chief rapporteur 
of this party's lawmakers on the Republic of Macedonia, in 
Skopje on 7 November. 

 Bilateral relations between the two countries, the prospects 
for Macedonia's European integration, the coming elections, 
and regional cooperation were the main topics discussed at 
the meeting. Talks centered on the economic policies with an 
emphasis on the success in drawing foreign investments. The 
highly important role of the Federal Republic of Germany 
and its support in implementing the necessary reforms for 
the sake of achieving Macedonia's strategic priorities was 
particularly highlighted. 
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DAy of eNtry iNto 
force of pAris 
cliMAte chANge 
AgreeMeNt MArkeD 

On the night between 4 and 5 November, 
the building of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia lit up in 
green, the color of nature. The institution has 
thus joined the global community in marking 
the entry into force of the Paris Agreement on 
climate change. 



Russia and Macedonia have traditionally friendly relations, based 
on mutual respect, understanding, as well as strong historical 

ties. As part of the continuity of these relations, since 1991 more than 
60 agreements have been signed between the two states and their 
institutions. The cooperation between the Russian Federation and 
the Republic of Macedonia is achieved in a variety of areas, such as 
economy, culture, education and science, and tourism.

Today, the Russian Federation plays an important role on the 
international scene. Guided by principled policies, it represents a 
factor of stability in the world. At the same time, it has maintained a 
principled position concerning the use of the constitutional name of 
the Republic of Macedonia. Consequently, the further deepening of 
the friendly relations with the Russian Federation continues to be of 
special interest to Macedonia and I am certain that in the following 
period we will make joint efforts to take all opportunities to intensify 
cooperation in all fields.

Russia is developing rapidly and the Russian economy is becoming 
one of the most powerful economies in Europe. Simultaneously, 
the Russian Federation represents a huge market with excellent 
opportunities for Macedonian companies. Russia represents a major 
trade partner of our country. It is noticeable that during the last 
decade relations between our two countries have experienced intensive 
development in all areas. With regards to the economic exchange, 
by end-September of this year the total value of the bilateral trade in 
goods dropped to 129.5 million U.S. dollars, from 147.6 million U.S. 

dollars in 2015 and 182.1 U.S. dollars in 2014. The increased contacts 
between companies from the two countries will certainly contribute 
to the future enhancement of trade exchange. However, the economic 
cooperation is not currently at the desired level, especially if we take 
into account the fact that there is an enormous untapped economic 
potential on both sides.

The basic requirement for raising the level of trade exchange is for 
Macedonian companies to recognize their interest as soon as possible 
and start conquering the Russian market with quality products. I am 
convinced that Macedonia has a lot to offer to this market, especially 
with regards to agricultural products: wine, dairy products, meat 
products, etc. The Russian market is huge, but quite strict in terms 
of product quality. In May of this year, our country was visited for 
this purpose by experts from the Russian Federal Department for 
Veterinary and Phytosanitary Control. They carried out an inspection 
of production facilities for food products and initiated the process of 
certification of our producers for export to the Russian market. The 
first quantities of products are expected to be exported to Russia by 
the end of the year.

In terms of cultural cooperation, important events were organized 
this year, including traditional festivities and celebrations organized 
by the associations of Russian nationals in Macedonia, as well as gala 
events such as Days of Russian Culture in Macedonia organized under 
the patronage of the Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation. 
Renowned Russian cultural, artistic and music troupes performed for 

cooperAtioN iN All fielDs Will Be 
iNteNsifieD through joiNt efforts 

It is noticeable 
that during 
the last decade 
relations between 
our two countries 
have experienced 
intensive 
development 
in all areas

hoNorAry coNsuls Prof. Dr. Velimir Stojkovski , Honorary Consul of the Russian Federation in Ohrid
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Macedonian audiences, and the packed theaters are the best indicator 
of the Macedonian citizens’ interest in Russian culture. All cultural 
activities and events are organized with the support of the Embassy 
of the Russian Federation in the Republic of Macedonia.

Concerning our cooperation in the area of education and science, 
we can express our satisfaction and desire to see the cooperation 
continue with the same intensity. The cooperation is primarily carried 
out by the Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje, through its 
collaboration with nine universities in Russia and two theological 
academies in Moscow and Saint Petersburg. This cooperation is 
implemented through joint scientific and research projects, professor 
and student exchanges, as well as the Russian language studies 
conducted at the Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje and 
the Macedonian language studies at the Lomonosov Moscow State 
University. Notably, in the past few years the Russian Federation has 
provided scholarships for Macedonian students to study at Russian 
universities.

In this regard the opening of the Russian Center at the Ss. Cyril 
and Methodius University is of special importance. The Center was 
opened in January 2016 in cooperation with the non-profit organization 
Russian Peace Foundation, established by the President of the Russian 
Federation. With the opening of the Russian Center, Macedonia 
joined the global network of Russian Centers. Russian Centers have 

been opened in 46 countries, with Macedonia’s being the 107th in the 
world. The Russian Center will not only help Macedonian citizens 
learn the Russian language, but will also introduce Russian culture 
and literature and their age-old spiritual roots. The best proof that the 
opening of the Center was justified and welcomed is the submitted 
900 individual applications for Russian language classes.

When we talk about tourism, there is great interest in Russia in 
travel to our country, particularly given the fact that Macedonia 
with its cultural and historical heritage has a central place in the 
development of Slavic literacy and culture. Numerous TV reports 
about Macedonia have been broadcast in Russia, notably a report by 
one of the most popular Russian television journalists, Dmitry Krylov, 
aired on the first channel of the state broadcaster. Despite the great 
interest, organizing tourist visits is difficult and that is directly linked 
to the visa regime. Namely, even though the visa regime has been 
eased, i.e. Russian citizens enjoy a visa-free entry to the Republic of 
Macedonia, the entry is extended on a yearly basis. This arrangement 
does not provide long-term certainty for tour operators to organize 
tours, book hotels and especially charter flights.

I am convinced that through our joint efforts the cooperation 
between Russia and Macedonia will be deepened and expanded in 
the interest of both our countries and peoples.
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Guide Book Macedonia” by Goce Drtkovski published by Ljubovta 
e pettiot element (Love is the Fifth Element) of Skopje is a very 

successfully realized promotional project offering information on the 
overall tourism and cultural potential of the Republic of Macedonia. 

The guide is targeting a foreign audience, its text and photographs 
aiming to help foreign tourists get a first impression of Macedonia 
as a travel destination. The project also highlights Macedonia’s 
commitment to promoting itself to the global tourism market with 
a view to attracting as many foreign tourists as possible. 

“Guide Book Macedonia” is a very 
successful public diplomacy tool 
showcasing all the values of the 
Republic of Macedonia abroad, 
including its culture, language, identity, 
history and natural attractions.

The book is a highly successful example of creating and building 
“National Brand Macedonia” with the aim of making the Republic 
of Macedonia globally recognized. 

“guiDe Book MAceDoNiA“ 
proMotes MAceDoNiA’s 
geNuiNe vAlues 

“



DiploMAcy AND coMMuNity

H.E. Ms. Sri Astari Rasjid, Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Indonesia to the Republic of Macedonia

INTERVIEW

INDONEsIA’s fOrEIgN pOlICy Is  
INDEpENDENt AND ACtIVE

Your Excellency, the Republic of 
Macedonia and the Republic of 

Indonesia are marking this year the 23rd 
anniversary of their diplomatic relations 
with continuity in cooperation and building 
of common future through enhancing 
mutual trust. As new Ambassador, how 
do you assess current relations between the 
Republic of Macedonia and the Republic 
of Indonesia? 
I am proud to say that Indonesia and 
Macedonia have enjoyed a cordial relationship 
since the establishment of diplomatic 
relations in 1993. The cordial relations 
can be traced further back considering 
Macedonia as a successor state of Yugoslavia 
and Indonesia share common views on 
several international issues including mutual 
support at International Organizations. 
In the socio-cultural field, we also witness 
an increasing number of people to people 
contacts as Indonesia has widely opened its 
door to Macedonian passport holders by 
lifting visas for short visits. This is exactly 
how we see our relations with Macedonia: 
an equal partnership based on trust and 
common interests; an efficient blend of 
political goodwill, growing economic 
relations and increasing people-to-people 
contacts. Despite progress being made, much 
can still be done to tap the abundant potential 
in bilateral relations between Indonesia and 
Macedonia.

The economy of the Republic of Indonesia 
is the largest in Southeast Asia, one of 

the world's major emerging markets and 
currently the world’s 18th largest economy. 
What are the opportunities for greater 
economic cooperation?
Indonesia is a country that has a great 
economic potential; a potential that has 
not gone unnoticed to part of the global 
community. Indonesia – Southeast Asia's 
largest economy – contains a number of 
characteristics that put the country in a 
great position for newly advanced economic 
development. Moreover, in recent years there 
is strong support from the central government 
to curb Indonesia's traditional reliance on 
(raw) commodity exports, while raising the 
role of the manufacturing industry within 
the economy. Infrastructure development is 
also a key goal of the government, and one 
that should cause a multiplier effect within 
the economy.

Indonesia has expressed its commitment 
to staying in ASEAN and contributing 

more to Southeast Asia's growth and unity. 
What are the other foreign policy priorities 
of your country?
Being independent and active are the 
principles at the foundation of Indonesia’s 
foreign policy. The policy is independent 
because Indonesia does not side with world 
powers. As a matter of principle, so doing 
would be incompatible with the country’s 
national philosophy and identity as implied 
in Pancasila.

The foreign policy is active to the extent 
that Indonesia does not maintain a passive 
or reactive stand on international issues but 
seeks active participation in their settlement. 
In other words, Indonesia’s independent 
and active policy is not a neutral policy, 
but it is one that does not align Indonesia 
with the super powers nor does it bind the 
country to any military pact. Essentially, 
it is a policy designed to serve the national 
interest while simultaneously allowing 
Indonesia to cooperate with other nations 
to abolish colonialism and imperialism in 
all their forms and manifestations for the 

sake of world peace and social justice. This 
explains why in Belgrade in 1961, Indonesia’s 
President Sukarno, President Josip Broz Tito 
(Yugoslavia), India's first Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru (India), President Gamal 
Abdel Nasser (Egypt) and President Kwame 
Nkrumah (Ghana) formed the Non-Aligned 
Movement.

Currently Indonesia has four foreign 
policy priorities, namely: 

1) Upholding the sovereignty of the Republic 
of Indonesia;

Sovereignty is a home that must be 
safeguarded. The integrity of the Unitary 
State of the Republic of Indonesia is 
irrefutable. Therefore, there is a need to 
settle our territorial boundaries. Settlement 
of territorial boundaries requires time and 
cannot be instantly concluded. In 2015 
Indonesian foreign policy was geared 
to accelerate the peaceful settlement of 
Indonesia's territorial borders.
2) Protecting Indonesian citizens/legal 

entities abroad; 

To better protect its citizens, Indonesia 
actively participates in various international 
fora, including in the mainstreaming of the 
vulnerability of domestic migrant workers 
as victims of human trafficking. 

3) Promoting Indonesia's economic 
diplomacy; 

Indonesia is an open economy. An open 
economy must be coupled with economic 
competitiveness. The President of the 
Republic of Indonesia has stated on various 
occasions that "Indonesia's economy must be 
competitive". Therefore, the Government has 
issued eight economic stimulus packages in 
order to make its economy more competitive. 
Throughout 2015, Indonesia's economic 
diplomacy machinery continues to be 
active in encouraging exports, increasing 
investment, and promoting tourism. Our 
economic diplomacy was also directed 
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DiploMAcy AND coMMuNity

towards strengthening bilateral and regional 
cooperation. We have managed to revive and 
intensify negotiations on comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreements (CEPA) 
with several countries including the European 
Union. Indonesia's economic diplomacy 
continues to take advantage of opportunities 
in non-traditional markets, from the South 
Pacific, to Africa, to the Middle East, to South 
America, to the Caribbean, to Eastern Europe.

In the field of investment, we have made 
various efforts to attract foreign investments 
and encourage Indonesian investments in 
other countries. Naturally, ASEAN remains 
the cornerstone of Indonesia's foreign policy. 
With Indonesia, ASEAN will be robust, 
with ASEAN, Indonesia will progress. 
ASEAN plays a strategic role in maintaining 
regional security, stability and economic 
growth in the region. With such strategic 
role, Indonesia continues to underline the 
importance of ASEAN unity and centrality. 
Throughout 2015 Indonesia continues to 
ensure that the benefit of ASEAN reaches 
all people. Indonesia aims to ensure that no 
one is left behind.

4) Advancing Indonesia's regional and 
international role.

In compliance with the 1945 Constitution, 
Indonesia also gives importance to working 
with like-minded developing countries. 
That is why Indonesia is deeply involved 
with the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), 
the Organization of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC), the Group of 77 (G –77) and the Group 
of 15 (G-15). Indonesia’s diplomacy also aims 
to solidify the collective effort of developing 
countries to bridge the gap between the 
developed and the developing countries. 
The forums that address this problem are 
the NAM, OIC, G-15, G-77 and D-8, in 
all of which Indonesia plays an active role.

At the global level, Indonesia hopes to 
strengthen multilateralism through the 
United Nations. From a political and security 
perspective, the end of the Cold War 13 years 
ago also revealed strong unipolar tendencies, 
characterized by the emergence of one single 
military power with global reach. The hope 
for a new world order based on multilateral 
processes has become slimmer as a result of 
this conspicuous unilateralism. Indonesia 
has consistently emphasized the central role 
of the UN in resolving issues on international 
peace and security. In line with the UN 
Charter, the issue of peace and security is 
a collective responsibility of all member 

states through the mechanism entrusted 
to and a mandate vested in the Security 
Council. Accordingly, Indonesia rejects 
all unilateral decisions taken outside the 
framework of the UN.

Indonesian culture is very different 
from Western cultures as there exists a 

difference in experience, belief-systems, 
hierarchies, religions, notions of time and 
space, and much more. Moreover within 
Indonesia itself there exists a multitude of 
different cultures. This makes Indonesia 
a complex country and therefore an 
interesting one.What is the role of such 
an enormous cultural diversity in achieving 
successful and efficient participation 
(socializing) in Indonesian society?
Indonesia – a vast archipelago comprising 
more than 17,000 islands – has a population 
numbering around 255 million people; a 
number that makes Indonesia the fourth 
most populous country in the world. 
These impressive numbers also imply that 
significant cultural, ethnic, religious and 
linguistic diversity can be expected to be 
found within its boundaries, ranging from 
the daily Hindu rituals practiced on the 
island of Bali to the prevalence of Islamic 
sharia law in Aceh (Sumatra) or the semi-
nomadic hunter-gatherer lifestyles of the 
Mentawai people.

Moreover, before a national framework 
was laid upon them, the various regions 
experienced separate political and economic 
histories which still show in the current 
regional dynamics. Indonesia's national 
motto Bhinneka Tunggal Ika (Unity in 
Diversity) refers to the variety in the 
country's internal composition but also 
indicates that – despite all differences in its 
multicultural society – there is a true sense 
of unity among the people of Indonesia.

The Republic of Indonesia is the largest 
archipelago in the world, ranging from 

Sabang in Aceh to Merauke in Papua, made 
up of thousands of large and small islands. 
How many foreign tourists visit Indonesia 
annually?
Tourism in Indonesia is an important 
component of the Indonesian economy as 
well as a significant source of its foreign 
exchange revenues. The vast country of 
sprawling archipelago has much to offer; 
from natural beauty, historical heritage to 
cultural diversity. 

In t he yea r 2 015,  9.73 mi l l ion 
international visitors entered Indonesia, 

staying in hotels for an average of 7.5 nights 
and spending an average of US$1,142 per 
person during their visit, or US$152.22 
per person per day. Singapore, Malaysia, 
China, Australia, and Japan are the top five 
sources of visitors to Indonesia.

The Travel and Tourism Competitiveness 
Report 2015 ranks Indonesia 50th out of 
141 countries overall. The report ranks 
the price competitiveness of Indonesia's 
tourism sector 3rd out of 141 countries. 
It mentions that Indonesia has quite good 
travel and tourism policy and enabling 
conditions (ranked 9th). The country also 
scores quite well on natural and cultural 
resources (ranked 17th).

In 2016, the government was reported to 
be investing more in tourism development 
by attracting more foreign investors. It is 
also clear that Bali remains the most popular 
destination. However, the government has 
given priority to 10 destinations such as 
Central Java, West Nusa Tenggara, East 
Nusa Tenggara, East Java, Jakarta, North 
Sumatra, Southeast Sulawesi, Banten, North 
Maluku, and Belitung. The government is 
aiming for 275 million trips by domestic 
tourists by the end of 2019. The government 
has also secured commitments from 
potential investors, totaling US$70 million 
in the areas of building accommodation, 
marina and ecotourism facilities in 3 of 
the 10 areas.
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AlBANiAN eMBAssy MArks NAtioNAl DAy

DAys of coNteMporAry spANish filM

MAceDoNiA’s tourisM preseNteD At thessAloNiki exhiBitioN

On the occasion of Albania’s National Day, 
28 November, the Embassy of the Republic 

of Albania hosted a reception on 24 November at 
Aleksandar Palace Hotel in Skopje. After honoring 
the national anthems of the Republic Albania and 
the Republic of Macedonia, the Ambassador of the 
Republic of Albania to the Republic of Macedonia, 
H.E. Mr. Fatos Reka, welcomed the numerous guests 
attending the event. 

The reception was honored by the presence of 
Deputy Prime Minister Festim Halili, Deputy Prime 
Minister Arbër Ademi, Justice Minister Valdet Xhaferi, 
Education and Science Minister Pishtar Lutfiu, etc. 

Other guests included members of the Macedonian 
Parliament, senior government and Foreign Ministry 
officials, members of the Diplomatic Corps, representatives of political 
parties, business, art and culture, media professionals, civil society 
officials, friends and compatriots. 

With the comedy “Sheep Don’t Miss the Train” 
(“Las ovejas no pierden el tren”) directed and 

written by Álvaro Fernández, “Days of Contemporary 
Spanish Film” opened at the Cinematheque of 
Macedonia on 21 and ran through 28 November. 
Eight recent Spanish cinema releases were shown: 
Alberto Rodríguez’s “Marshland” (“La isla minima”), 
Enrique Urbizu’s “No Rest for the Wicked” (“No 
habrá paz para los malvados”), Inés París’s “Miguel 
and William”, Jose Pozo’s animated children’s film 
“Donkey Xote”, Luis Miñarro’s “Falling Star” (“Stella 
cadente”) and Beatriz Sanchís’s “They Are All Dead” 
(“Todos están muertos”). Aside from these newer 
Spanish films, Ricardo Franco’s “Lucky Star” (“La 
Buena estrella”) of 1997 was also shown. 

The Consulate General of the Republic of Macedonia 
in Thessaloniki presented the Republic of 

Macedonia as a travel destination at the largest tourism 
exhibition in the Hellenic Republic, Philoxenia, from 
18 to 20 November. This was an excellent occasion for 
the business community and the public in general to 
find out more about the spa and health tourism centers 
in the Republic of Macedonia, the country’s other 
tourist potentials and the possibilities of subsidizing 
foreign tourism turnover. Ohrid, Macedonia’s best-
known resort, was in the focus of the Conference 
“Rebranding Destinations”.

MACEDONIAN DIPLOMATIC BULLETIN No. 111 – 201612

DIplOMACy AND COMMUNIty



exhiBitioN MArks 95 yeArs of AlexANDer DuBček’s Birth

skopje hosts 4th giffoNi MAceDoNiA youth filM festivAl 

At the EU Info Centre in Skopje on 28 November, organized by the 
Embassy of the Slovak Republic in the Republic of Macedonia, 

the exhibition “The Slovak That Gave Hope of Freedom” opened and 
a documentary was shown to mark 95 years of the birth of Alexander 
Dubček, one of the most distinguished politicians in the second half 
of the 20th century, leader of the Prague Spring in 1968 and initiator 
of democratic changes in Eastern Europe. 

Martin Bezak, the Slovak Ambassador to the Republic of 
Macedonia, said in his address that Dubček played an important 
international role promoting a platform of democratic socialism in 
line with European social democracy. The fight for democracy and 
humanism and European unification are Dubček’s two main legacies 
for the modern world, Ambassador Bezak said. 

Fifteen films (five in each of the three categories Junior, Cadet 
and Senior) were shown at the 4th Giffoni Macedonia Youth Film 

Festival, held in Skopje on 21 to 26 October with support from the 
Film Agency of the Republic of Macedonia and Giffoni Experience 
of the Italian Republic. The festival opened at Millennium Cinema 

with the showing of Matteo Rovere’s “Italian Race” (“Veloce come 
il vento”). Films from Italy, Germany, Russia, Sweden, Denmark, 
Spain, Brazil and Nepal, screened at some of the largest and best-
known international film festivals and youth film festivals, were 
shown at this year’s Giffoni Macedonia. 

MDB would like to extend a warm welcome and wish a successful diplomatic mission in the Republic of Macedonia to

 
H.E. Ms. Yin Lixian, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the People’s Republic of China

H.E. Mrs. Tülin Erkal Kara, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Turkey 

H.E. Mr. Viorel Stănilă, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Romania

and to thank

H.E. Mr. Saied Sadeqh Mohammadi, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

for his completed diplomatic mission in the Republic of Macedonia.
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MOUNtAIN bElAsICA wAtErfAlls –  
UNIqUE NAtUrAl bEAUty

Belasica is a mountain in the southeast of the Republic of 
Macedonia in the vicinity of Strumica. It stretches for more than 

70 km from east to west. According to its morphological structure, 
it is a young, rugged mountain whose slopes steeply descend to the 
south and the north. Belasica is separated from the neighboring 
mountains with the basin of the Vardar River to the west, the basin 
of the Struma River to the east, the valley of Strumica to the north 
and Lake Dojran and the valley of Serres to the south. By its height, 
it is in the group of high mountains. Its highest peak is Radomir 
(Kalabalak) at 2,029 meters above sea level. At its peak Tumba, the 
border lines of Macedonia, Bulgaria and Greece intersect. Belasica’s 

beauty rests in its waterfalls, the most beautiful among which, 
attracting scores of tourists throughout the year, are the tectonic 
waterfalls of Smolare, Kolešino and Gabrovo. 

The Smolare Waterfall is in the lower part of the Smolare 
River, a right tributary of the Struma River, at 600 meters above 
sea level, near the village of Smolare. Being 39.5 meters high, the 
waterfall is tectonically predisposed with a fault line stretching 
perpendicularly to the Smolare River. At the bottom of the waterfall, 
a gigantic dent is formed being 5 meters long, 11 meters wide and 
0.5 to 0.7 meters deep. 
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The Kolešino Waterfall is one of the highest waterfalls in the 
Republic of Macedonia. Its water falls from a height of 15 meters 
and has width of 6 meters. The waterfall is on the northern slopes 
of Mt. Belasica at 500 meters above sea level, in the lower course 
of the Baba River. 

The Gabrovo Waterfall is in the immediate proximity of 
the Kolešino Waterfall and the Smolare Waterfall, right above the 
village of the same name. Three smaller waterfalls with heights of 
between 4 and 8 meters are only a kilometer away with crystal clear 
cold water that continues among thick and leafy oaks. The highest 
stretch of falling water breaks at one point, forming the second 
stretch which then breaks to form the last and smallest stretch of 
water flowing out right beside Gabrovo’s last house. 

No. 111 – 2016 MACEDONIAN DIPLOMATIC BULLETIN 15

experieNce MAceDoNiA



Macedonian actor Nikola Ristanovski won the Golden Dolphin 
Award for best actor at the 4th International Bosphorus Film 

Festival in Istanbul. He won the prize for his lead role in Ivan Marinković’s 

“The Black Pin”, a Montenegrin-Serbian coproduction. The film is 
Montenegro’s official submission in the Oscar 2017 race. Macedonian 
musician Toni Kitanovski has composed the music for the film. 

The exhibition “Imaginarium” showing video art from the Republic 
of Macedonia made in the past decade opened at Scotland’s 

Robert Gordon University Gray’s School of Art on 3 November. It 
was the biggest exhibition of contemporary Macedonian art in Great 
Britain ever. The book “Critical Art in Contemporary Macedonia” 
by Dr. Jon Blackwood, published by Mala Galerija of Skopje with 
the support of the Carnegie Trust for the Universities in Scotland 

and Robert Gordon University in Aberdeen, was also promoted at 
the opening of the exhibition. Mr. Blackwood was the exhibition’s 
curator. On display were works by Darko Aleksovski, Hristina 
Ivanovska, Vladimir Jančevski, Gjorgje Jovanovik, Maja Kirovska, 
Verica Kovačevska, Nataša Nedelkova, OPA, Nada Prlja, Aleksandar 
Spasoski, Igor Toševski, Nikola Uzunovski and Jane Čalovski. The 
exhibition ran through 18 November. 

NikolA ristANovski AWArDeD  
golDeN DolphiN At Bosphorus filM festivAl 

scotlAND’s rgu hosts MAceDoNiAN viDeo Art exhiBitioN

With the Serbian film “Train Driver’s Diary” (“Dnevnik maši-
novođe”) directed by Miloš Radović, the Moscow Film Festival’s 

audience award winner, the 15th CINEDAYS Festival of European 
Film opened at Millennium Cinema in Skopje on 10 November. 
Members of the crew and cast, including Lazar Ristovski, the actor 
playing the lead role, appeared at the showing in Skopje. 

Eight films in the official program, six in the CineBalkan selection 
and 25 in the gala program were shown during this year’s CINEDAYS 
held at the cinemas Millennium and Frosina, and the Youth Cultural 
Center. The festival closed on 19 November with Croatia’s “The 
Constitution” (“Ustav Republike Hrvatske”) directed by Rajko Grlić, 
one of whose co-producers is Macedonia. 

In the MK in EU program, three films co-produced by Macedonia 
were shown: Romania’s “Sieranevada” directed by Cristi Puiu, 

Slovenia’s “Nightlife” (“Nočno življenje”) directed by Damjan Kozole 
and Croatia’s “The Constitution”.

Nikola Ljuca’s “Humidity” (“Vlažnost”) was pronounced the best 
film in the official selection.

15th ciNeDAys festivAl of 
europeAN filM 

MACEDONIAN DIPLOMATIC BULLETIN No. 111 – 201616

experieNce MAceDoNiA

16


