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Macedonian President Gjorge Ivanov held a working meeting with the ambassadors of 
the European Union member states to the Republic of Macedonia on 9 December. 

Opinions were shared on that occasion on the aspirations of the Republic of Macedonia to 
join the European Union and the situation in the broader region, particularly with regard 
to the migrant and refugee crisis. President Ivanov also said that the European Union’s 
approach to the integration of the Republic of Macedonia had to change given that it proved 
to be unproductive. 

The European ambassadors welcomed President Ivanov’s appeals for national reconciliation 
and agreed that reconciliation was the most pressing of all urgent reforms in the Republic of 
Macedonia. They also praised President Ivanov’s efforts to promote relations with neighbors. 
His contribution to handling the migrant and refugee crisis and its security implications 
was particularly commended. 

The meeting was also an occasion to share views on the threats of illegal migration and 
violent extremism, the situation in the broader region and Macedonia’s relations with the 
neighboring countries. President Ivanov said the Republic of Macedonia maintained a 
proactive and preventive approach to the management of the migrant crisis and pointed out 
that despite its internal political crisis, the country demonstrated it had stable institutions 
that successfully coped with the migrant crisis and security risks. 

The President of the Republic 
of  Macedon ia ,  Gjorge 

Ivanov, received the Head of the 
Delegation of the European Union 
to the Republic of Macedonia, 
Samuel Žbogar, on 1 December. 
The European integration of 
the Republic of Macedonia, the 
refugee and migrant crisis and 
the latest political developments 
in the country were tabled at the 
meeting. 

presiDeNt ivANov holDs WorkiNg 
MeetiNg With AMBAssADors 
of eu MeMBer stAtes

presiDeNt ivANov receives eu 
DelegAtioN chief ŽBogAr
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Nikola Poposki, Macedonia’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, attended the meeting of the US-Adriatic 

Charter Partnership Commission, of which members are the Republic 
of Macedonia, the Republic of Albania, the Republic of Croatia, 
Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina and the USA, in Zagreb, 
Croatia, on 16 December. The ministers of foreign affairs shared 
opinions on the situation in the Region, the security risks and the 
process of Euro-Atlantic integration, welcoming NATO’s decision 
passed at its Summit in Warsaw to continue integrating the countries 
of Southeast Europe. The member states expressed strong support 
for Macedonia’s bid for full-fledged membership of the Alliance, 
underlining that the Macedonian membership of NATO was fully 
justified and deserved. 

This was the last meeting of the Commission under Croatia’s 
chairmanship of the Charter. The meeting was also an occasion 
to hand the chairmanship over to the Republic of Macedonia, the 
country to be chairing the Commission in 2017. 

“Croatia completed a very successful chairmanship of the US-
Adriatic Charter and Macedonia is going to follow in its footsteps,” 
Minister Poposki said and confirmed that Macedonia as the next 

chair would put relations with neighbors first and would try to 
reinforce regional cooperation in terms of security and prospects 
for joint prosperity. 

Deputy priMe MiNister AND foreigN MiNister poposki  
AtteNDs MeetiNg of us-ADriAtic chArter 
pArtNership coMMissioN

huNgAry's foreigN MiNister szijjártó 
pAys WorkiNg visit to MAceDoNiA

Péter Szijjártó, Hungary’s Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 
paid a working visit to the Republic of Macedonia on 2 December. 

During his visit, he met with the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, Nikola Poposki. It was 
said at the meeting that bilateral relations and cooperation developed 
in an excellent manner thanks to both countries’ commitment to 
promoting this relationship further. Poposki and Szijjártó’s talks focused 
on the possibilities to promote economic cooperation and expand 
the scope of trade, which has been on a steady rise in recent years. 

Minister Poposki thanked his counterpart for Hungary’s consistent 
support for the Euro-Atlantic integration of the Republic of Macedonia. 

Minister Szijjártó emphasized that Macedonia should have joined 
NATO and opened EU membership negotiations long time ago and 
that Hungary would insist on launching EU accession talks as soon 
as possible. The two ministers also announced introducing direct 
Budapest-Skopje flights in the spring of 2017, which they said would 
be a positive impetus to both countries’ tourism industries and would 
help bring their business communities and people closer together.

During Mr. Szijjártó’s visit, the two ministers also joined the Day 
of the Tree – Plant Your Future campaign. 



Nikola Poposki, the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, took part in the 23rd 

Ministerial Council of the Organization for Security and Co-operation 
in Europe (OSCE) in Hamburg, the Federal Republic of Germany, on 
8 December. Together with his counterparts from 50 member states, 
Minister Poposki came to Hamburg at the invitation of Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier, Germany’s Foreign Minister and OSCE Chair, who handed 
the OSCE Chairmanship to his Austrian counterpart, Sebastian Kurz. 

Terrorism, violent extremism, radicalization and the migrant 
crisis are serious security threats to the OSCE region. Macedonia 

is an active partner of the international anti-terrorist coalitions and 
will continue to contribute to the effort to vanquish terrorism as 
well as violent extremism and radicalization. In the context of the 
migrant crisis, Minister Poposki said that Austria’s taking of the 
OSCE Chairmanship was significant to Macedonia because of the 
focus on the migrant crisis management. 

“You are well aware of Macedonia’s effort in dealing with the crisis. 
Bearing in mind the uncertainty this challenge brings, I urge you 
once again to unite and offer your cooperation in dealing with all the 
aspects of the management of this challenge,” Minister Poposki said. 

On 7 December, the Macedonian Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Nikola Poposki, received 

Roberto Battelli, Coordinator of the Short-Term Observer 
Mission of the OSCE for the early parliamentary elections in 
the Republic of Macedonia, who is also a Special Envoy for the 
Western Balkans of the Parliamentary Assembly of the OSCE.  
Minister Poposki underlined at the meeting the importance of 
the election observation missions in the Republic of Macedonia, 
emphasizing the positive experience of the OSCE monitoring of 
numerous election cycles in the past. The overall cooperation with 
the OSCE, evidence of which among other things was the successful 
organization of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly’s 15th Autumn 
Meeting, was welcomed on this occasion. 

osce MiNisteriAl couNcil 

Deputy priMe MiNister AND foreigN MiNister poposki 
Meets osce oBservAtioN MissioN chief BAttelli
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The Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Hungary, the Republic of 
Austria and the Republic of Slovenia, Péter Szijjártó, Sebastian 

Kurz and Karl Erjavec, hosted a working breakfast for the foreign 
ministers of the EU member states in Brussels on 12 December, which 
EU Commissioner Johannes Hahn also attended. Nikola Poposki, 
the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Macedonia, took part in the event, too, and said that the 
successful holding of elections and the high turnout was an argument 
in favor of reopening Macedonia’s European integration prospects. 

“Our priorities in the period ahead by all means include achieving 
economic progress, coming closer to our neighbors, especially those 
already in the EU, and Euro-Atlantic integration,” Minister Poposki 
said. He also stressed that it was highly necessary to seize the moment 
to settle the political climate and make progress toward negotiations 
for EU membership. 

“This puts responsibility on us in the Republic of Macedonia to 
start resolving our own disagreements and to commit to reforms. But 
this also puts responsibility on every sensible politician in the EU who 

realizes that Europe’s stability depends on the stability of the Balkans 
and that Macedonia is key to regional stability,” Minister Poposki said. 

On the sidelines of the meeting, he also held bilateral meetings 
with EU counterparts. 

On 14 December, Macedonian Deputy Foreign Minister Ilija 
Isajlovski had a meeting with Ms. Tana de Zulueta, Head of the 

OSCE/ODIHR Election Observation Mission (EOM) for the early 
parliamentary elections in the Republic of Macedonia. De Zulueta 
presented on that occasion the initial findings and conclusions of 
the early parliamentary elections in the Republic of Macedonia held 
on 11 December. She also thanked all state institutions, especially 
the Ministry of the Interior and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
for their cooperation, timely exchange of information and open 
dialogue that helped the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions 
and Human Rights complete its missions successfully. She underlined 
that the Preliminary Report contained a positive assessment of the 
overall electoral process and that certain shortcomings had been 
indentified that could affect certain aspects of the process but not 
the process in general. Deputy Foreign Minister Isajlovski pointed 
out the importance of the held early parliamentary elections for the 
democratic processes in Macedonia and said that the deployment 

of the OSCE/ODIHR Election Observation Mission was one more 
proof of Macedonia’s unwavering commitment to fair and credible 
elections carried out in a fully transparent manner. 

Deputy priMe MiNister AND foreigN MiNister 
poposki At WorkiNg BreAkfAst iN Brussels 

Deputy foreigN MiNister isAjlovski Meets 
osce/oDihr eoM chief tANA De zuluetA

DEPutY FOREIgN MINIstER IsAjlOvskI 
AttENDs AsPEN INstItutE CONFERENCE

Ilija Isajlovski, Macedonia's Deputy Foreign Minister, attended 
the Conference of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the 

Southeast European countries organized by the Aspen Institute 
Germany on 1 December. The Conference brought together 
representatives of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of the 
Western Balkan countries and representatives of the host 

country. They discussed the integration processes, the prospects 
for EU membership, regional cooperation, economic prosperity, 
the refugee crisis, the democratization of political processes, 
and the ways to fight and resolve radicalism, nationalism and 
divisions. During the Conference, Isajlovski held a number 
of bilateral meetings. 
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igrfp Director MeMeDi AtteNDs syMposiuM 
of thiNk tANks of chiNA AND ceec

At the invitation of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS), 
the Director of the Institute for Geostrategic Research and 

Foreign Policy (IGRFP), Ambassador Abdulkadar Memedi, attended 
the annual Symposium of Think Tanks of China and the Central 
and Eastern European Countries (CEEC) and delivered an address. 

He underscored the role of the cooperation of the People’s 
Republic of China with CEEC, pointing out that the 16+1 initiative 
is successful given that it consists of concrete activities and projects 
the implementation of which is already underway, it benefits both 
parties and it enhances cooperation not only between the People’s 
Republic of China and CEEC but also among the 16 Central and 
Eastern European Countries in general. 

In that context, he emphasized the ongoing projects in the Republic 
of Macedonia, including the construction of routes along Corridors 
VIII and X by Chinese companies, and the fact that Skopje is expected 
to host the Coordination Center for the cultural cooperation between 
the People’s Republic of China and CEEC. He also talked about the 
preparations for holding the 16+1 Symposium of Thinks Tanks in 
the Republic of Macedonia next year. 

On the sidelines of the Conference, Memedi met with the Deputy 
Foreign Minister of the People’s Republic of China and Secretary 
General of the 16+1 Secretariat, Liu Haixing, with whom he shared 
views on the future cooperation. 

At his meeting with the Director General of the CASS Institute of 
European Studies and Secretary General of the China-CEEC Think 
Tanks Network, Huang Ping, possibilities were tabled for future 
cooperation in a number of academic areas, including foreign policy, 
economics and social studies. 

ROuNDtAblE HElD ON POst-ElECtION CHAllENgEs 
tO MACEDONIA's EuRO-AtlANtIC INtEgRAtION

On 19 December, a Roundtable was held at the Macedonian 
Academy of Sciences and Arts (MANU) titled "Post-

Election Challenges to Macedonia's Euro-Atlantic Integration". 
The event tabled Macedonia's achievements in carrying out 
reforms for the purpose of Euro-Atlantic integration as the 
only option for the country's future. The event was organized 
in cooperation with the think tank Global Strategic Issues 
Research Initiative (GSIRI) established through cooperation 
between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Macedonia and MANU with a view to researching strategic 
issues of concern to Macedonia and the world. In addition to 
MANU President Taki Fiti, the Head of MANU's Strategic 
Research Center, Vlado Kambovski, and the Director of the 
Institute for Geostrategic Research and Foreign Policy of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Abdulkadar Memedi, 
also in attendance were ambassadors and representatives of 
embassies of EU and NATO member states accredited to the 

Republic of Macedonia and the permanent members of the 
GSIRI - representatives of state institutions and the academic 
community. 
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The Minister of Defense of the Republic of Macedonia, Zoran 
Jolevski, took part in the Meeting of the Ministers of Defense 

of the US-Adriatic Charter member states at Trakoščan Castle, 
Croatia, on 9 December. He said in his address that the Republic 
of Macedonia as one of this initiative’s founders highly valued the 
role of the A-5 as a catalyst in the Region’s defense cooperation. The 
Republic of Macedonia demonstrated its contribution to regional 
defense cooperation, he said, with the fact that it hosts the Balkan 
Medical Task Force and is going to host the headquarters of the 
South-Eastern Europe Brigade (SEEBRIG) as of 2020. On the sidelines 
of the event, he held a number of bilateral meetings, including with 
Croatia’s Minister of Defense, Damir Krstičević, and the US Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense, Michael Carpenter. 

MiNister jolevski AtteNDs MeetiNg of DefeNse 
MiNisters of us-ADriAtic chArter MeMBer stAtes

DiploMAtic WiNter BAzAAr 
helD iN sArAjevo

The Embassy of the Republic of Macedonia participated in the 10th 
jubilee Diplomatic Winter Bazaar, a humanitarian event organized 

by the spouses of the heads of mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina, at 
the Skenderija sports center in Sarajevo on 3 December. Products of 
the Macedonian companies Alkaloid, Tikveš, Stobi, Bovin, Ezimit, 
Vizba Valandovo, Skovin, Vipro, Diem-GP, Mama’s Ajvar, Zdravje 
Radovo, Vitaminka Prilep and Makprogres Vinica were presented 
at the event. The Macedonian stand was visited by a high number 
of guests and representatives of the international community. By 
participating in this event, the Embassy of the Republic of Macedonia 
promoted Macedonia-made products. The money raised was donated 
to charities and will be used to help children with special needs.

pArliAMeNtAry jApAN-
MAceDoNiA frieNDship 
group fouNDeD iN 
jApAN's pArliAMeNt 

On 7 December, at the House of Representatives of Japan’s 
Parliament (National Diet), the inaugural meeting of the 

Parliamentary Group for Japanese-Macedonian Cooperation within 
the Japanese Parliament was held. At the meeting attended by about 
30 lawmakers and representatives of Japan’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, the Macedonian Ambassador to Tokyo, Andrijana Cvetkovik, 
held a presentation on the Republic of Macedonia in the Japanese 
language. Taimei Yamaguchi, a distinguished parliamentarian who 
has filled a number of high-ranking offices in Japan, was appointed 
Chairman of the Parliamentary Group for Japanese-Macedonian 
Cooperation. Among the reputable members of this parliamentary 

group are: the Chief Cabinet Secretary for Prime Minister Shinzō 
Abe, Mr. Yoshihide Suga, the current State Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Mr. Kentaro Sonoura, the Vice-Minister of Finance, Mr. 
Isshu Sugawara, and the Parliamentary Vice-Minister of Education, 
Mrs. Mayuko Toyota.



I have been a trader and a businessman for more than 30 years. With 
my trade and retail companies I am present not only in our market 

but also in the markets of the Balkans. As a result of my long-term 
experience in trade, cooperation and construction, I have established 
close relations between Macedonia and Turkey and was assigned an 
honorary consul of the Republic of Turkey in the Republic of Macedonia 
headquartered in Bitola. Several years ago I was also elected president of 
the world federation of honorary consuls in the Republic of Macedonia. 
The goal and mission of all honorary consuls is to improve mutual 
relations, hold regular meetings, point out the latest commercial, 
technological and industrial possibilities, and promote cultural and 
educational ties between countries in order to ensure the potential 
for economic, cultural and other forms of cooperation is fully tapped. 

I am taking every opportunity to organize and hold meetings 
with representatives from the Republic of Turkey at which we are 
discussing the potential fields of cooperation, current economic and 
political conditions, possible future developments, and exchange of 
contacts and information in order to identify potential interest and 
establish long-term cooperation between our countries. In fact, I 
am in constant contact with almost the entire business community 
in the Republic of Macedonia and at their request I provide my 
suggestions and recommend potential partners. It is my pleasure 
and I consider it a great achievement that I helped the conclusion 
of numerous deals which are still in effect and that a significant 
number of projects have been carried out. 

The analyses of the Macedonian Chamber of Commerce are 
showing significant results. For example, in 2014/2015 trade between 
Macedonia and Turkey increased by 20% in comparison with the 

same period of 2013/2014. This increase and dynamic positive growth 
are evidence of the excellent bilateral cooperation and are setting a 
positive trend for the years ahead. 

Turkish industrialists and businessmen are showing vast interest in 
starting trade relations, investments and various types of cooperation 
in the textile sector, construction sector, automobile industry and 
food industry. In fact, the present Turkish investments are evidence 
of the established cooperation. 

The development of trade and the free trade agreement between 
Macedonia and Turkey is the reason why Turkish industrialists 
and businessmen are eager to invest in Macedonia and Macedonia 
can benefit from its cooperation with Turkey not only in terms of 
increased exports but also in terms of opening of borders towards 
new markets in the region and further to the east. 

I would like to emphasize that cooperation with the Republic 
of Turkey is great above all from an economic viewpoint and as an 
answer to those who are concerned I can say that the main indicator 
of the Macedonian-Turkish political relations is in fact the economic 
relationship which, to my satisfaction, is outstanding. 

My position as an honorary consul impacted both business 
communities so much that they eventually founded the Macedonian-
Turkish Chamber of Commerce (MATTO), of which I have been 
appointed an honorary president. MATTO is the entry door for those 
businessmen that intend to start doing business in the other country. 
MATTO counts more than 200 members and exerts a serious impact 
on the mutual cooperation in almost every field of trade. 

preseNt AchieveMeNts Are settiNg 
positive treNDs for the yeArs AheAD

The main indicator of 
the Macedonian-Turkish 
political relations is in fact 
the economic relationship 
which, to my satisfaction, 
is outstanding

hoNorAry coNsuls Mr. Ajdovan Ademoski, Honorary Consul of the Republic of Turkey 
in the Republic of Macedonia
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On the other hand, it is crucial to mention what is evident – that 
the Government of Macedonia implements various types of measures 
to improve the business climate and increase the competitiveness 
of the Macedonian economy. These measures incorporate the best 
practices of the developed European countries and suggestions of the 
World Bank and other international institutions. They seek to reduce 
bureaucracy, cut expenses and shorten procedures for taking out 
administrative documents through the use of electronic application 
methods in obtaining approvals, licenses, registration certificates, etc. 
I am sure that other measures, too, will be implemented to increase 
competitiveness further and to ensure companies, universities and 
innovators join forces in carrying out development projects. It is 
important to mention that as far as education goes, I made significant 
contribution to ensuring that the Balkan University in Skopje, of 
whose management board I am a member, was accredited and began 
operations. I am also proud to have contributed to the refurbishment 
of the high school in Bitola (Idadie), which respectable Mr. Mustafa 
Kemal Atatürk attended. 

I always encourage our government representatives to be consistent 
and continue with the implementation of measures so the goals can 
be achieved and finally we can be equal with the terms and condi-
tions of developed markets.

Finally, as an honorary consul of the Republic of Turkey in 
Macedonia, I am glad and satisfied to say that I have met a lot of 
businessmen, government officials and non-governmental indi-
viduals and entities that are making serious effort to promote our 
countries and strengthen our relations and that there are a lot of 
success stories about exchange of knowledge in the health sector, 
exchange of students and awarding of scholarships to those unable 
to pay for their studies. 

Turkish industrialists and 
businessmen are showing 

vast interest in starting trade 
relations, investments and 

various types of cooperation
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The presentation of the national St. Clement of Ohrid Award 2016 
for longtime achievements in the fields of culture and educa-

tion was held at the Parliament of the Republic of Macedonia on 
8 December. This year’s laureates are Macedonian folklore scholar 
Marko Kitevski, oboist Gordana Josifova-Nedelkovska, sculptor 

Žarko Bašeski, poetess and translator Vesna Acevska-Stojčevska and 
theater critic Liljana Mazova. 

The award was presented by academic Vlado Kambovski, Chair-
man of the St. Clement of Ohrid Award 2016 Committee.

st. cleMeNt of ohriD AWArD 2016 preseNteD



MAceDoNiA AND Mexico MArk  
15 yeArs of DiploMAtic relAtioNs

AMBAssADor cvetkovik 
AtteNDs jApANese eMperor’s 
83rD BirthDAy celeBrAtioN

On the occasion of celebrating 15 years of 
diplomatic relations between the Republic 

of Macedonia and the United Mexican States, 
the Ambassadors of the two countries to the 
Republic of Serbia, Vera Jovanovska-Tipko and 
Marco Antonio García Blanco, signed in Belgrade 
a Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Macedonia and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the United Mexican States on establishing political 
consultations on matters of mutual interest. The 
occasion was also taken to sign a Memorandum 
of Understanding between Macedonia’s Agency 
for Foreign Investments and Export Promotion 
and ProMéxico and an Agreement on Cooperation 
between the Economic Chamber of Macedonia 
and the Mexican Business Council for Foreign 
Trade, Investment and Technology. 

The Macedonian Ambassador to Japan, Andrijana Cvetkovik, attended the 
83rd birthday celebration of Japanese Emperor Akihito. He is the 125th 

emperor of Japan, having taken the reigns over from his father Hirohito in 1989.
What is interesting about Emperor Akihito is that he visited Macedonia in 1976.
The Emperor’s office encouraged foreign ambassadors to wear traditional 

costumes to the birthday celebration and the Macedonian ambassador certainly 
followed through with a great costume from the Mariovo region.

“I have several Macedonian costumes that I’ve brought with me to Japan, 
however, have not had the chance to wear them. I have costumes from the Skopje 
region that my grandmother left me, several from Ohrid and Kičevo and the 
one I wore to the event from Mariovo. All ambassadors enjoyed the costume 
and it’s really time for us to get our tradition back and wear our traditional 
costumes to various events, just as the Japanese do with their kimonos. I also spoke to Emperor Akihito and his wife, they were quite 
happy and told me they have been to Macedonia back in 1976,” Ambassador Cvetkovik said.

What is interesting about Japan is that it is the only country in the world where an emperor is the head of state. There are quite a few 
kings and queens, but only Japan has an emperor.

ANIMAx skOPjE FEst 

The Japanese short animated film “Parade” de Satie by 
director Koji Yamamura is this year’s winner of the Golden 

Brick award at the International Festival of Animation – 
Animax Skopje Fest. The second and third prize – Silver Brick 

and Bronze Brick – went to two Dutch directors, Digna Van Der 
Put and Patrick Schoenmaker, for their animated films “Parade” 
and “BINGO!” respectively. “Star Taxi” by Juraj Krumpolec 
from Slovakia won the award for Best Film for Children. 
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exhiBitioN helD of Works By MAceDoNiAN 
Authors oBtAiNeD through sfry successioN

An exhibition of works by Macedonian authors obtained through 
the process of succession of the former SFRY opened at the 

Mala Stanica multimedia center on 3 December. Only on the first 

day, it had more than 200 visitors. Bearing in mind the attention it 
draws from art lovers, artists, curators, art historians, critics and 
theoreticians, the exhibition will run through the end of January. 

MDB would like to extend a warm welcome and wish a successful diplomatic mission in the Republic of Macedonia to

 
Н.Е. Mr. Hossein Karimi, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

 Н.Е. Mr. Kiyoshi Koinuma, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan, resident in Vienna

 Н.Е. Mrs. Zakia El Midaoui, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Kingdom of Morocco, resident in Sofia 

Н.Е. Mr. Amadou Dicko, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Burkina Faso, resident in Ankara
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ANthology of coNteMporAry sloveNe poetry proMoteD

The anthology of contemporary Slovene poetry “I ti svetnuva 
parče ubavina” selected and translated by Viktorija Blaževska 

and Sonja Dolžan was promoted at the Matica Exclusive multimedia 
cultural center on 14 December. Prof. Dr. Vesna Mojsova Čepiševska 
and Milan Jazbec, the Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia to 

the Republic of Macedonia, talked about Matica Makedonska’s 
latest project. 

The publication was financially supported by the Trubar Foundation 
of the Slovene Writers’ Association and the Embassy of the Republic 
of Slovenia in the Republic of Macedonia.



CAvEs IN tHE REPublIC OF MACEDONIA
Slatina Spring Cave

The Slatina Spring Cave is the largest cave in the Republic of Mace-
donia. It is in the vicinity of the village of Slatina in the region of 
Poreče, on the left bank of the Slatinska Reka River, in the immediate 
proximity of the place where this river empties into the Treska. It was 
made of dolomite marbles of questionable age. The explored length 
of the cave is 800 meters, 705 of which belong to the cave’s main 
canal. At some points of the main canal, dominant are pillars and 
stalactites, whereas in the cave’s largest hall fairly large stalagmites 
have also formed. A 557-meter long underground river runs through 
the cave forming small travertine lakes in which cave shrimps live. 
The Slatina Spring Cave has been declared a monument of nature 
with the Monuments of Nature Act published in the Official Gazette 
No 23 of 24 February 2011. 

Beauty Cave

The Beauty Cave is at the Bukovik Mountain, right above the old 
Gostivar-Kičevo road, near the village of Gorna Gjonovica. It formed 
along a fault line stretching north to south. This fault line runs to 
the surface of the mountain. In the greatest part of the cave, with 

the exception of the entry canal (85 meters), there is a permanent 
underground waterway. In addition to the numerous and varied 
decorations this cave abounds with, particularly interesting is the 
cave’s last expansion (10 x 13 m) in which there is a 5–6 meter tall 
underground waterfall. The cave’s recent fauna was also explored 
and an endemic representative of the species Ceutnophies was found 
called Ceutnophies bukoviki. 

White Water Cave

The White Water Cave is in the Demir Kapija Gorge, on the right 
bank of the Vardar. It formed through a long-lasting process of ero-
sion of the limestone rocks whose creation dates back to the Jurassic 
Period, or about 160 million years ago. 

The cave consists of two canals (upper and lower), the lower ca-
nal being 722 and the upper canal 233 meters long. In other words, 
the cave is a total of 955 meters long. With this length, the White 
Water Cave is the largest of all the caves in Macedonia that have 
so far been explored. Decorations can rarely be found in it. At the 
end of the lower canal is an underground lake, which is, in fact, a 
water-filled siphon. The White Water Cave’s recent fauna has also 
been explored and among the species found are bats, various types 
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of cave spiders and other insects. Lakes occasionally form in the 
siphon-like parts of the cave. 

aliliCa Cave

The Alilica Cave is in the middle part of Mt. Bistra, at about 4 km 
from Tresonče, on the right bank of the Tresonečka Reka River, on a 
terrain that is very difficult to reach, at 1,510 meters above sea level. 
It is a complex cave that consists of two parts – Lower and Upper 
Alilica – connected by a diagonal canal. 

The canal of Dolna Alilica through which a permanent under-
ground waterway passes is 464-meter long, whereas the total length 
of all the canals in the cave’s system reaches 590 meters. Alilica’s 
fauna has also been explored. In the broader vicinity of this cave 
system, dominant are limestone rocks. 

Dona Duka Cave

The Dona Duka Cave is on the eastern slopes of Mt. Žeden, at 450 
meters above sea level, near the village of Rašče. With its length of 
650 meters, it is the 4th longest cave in the Republic of Macedonia. 
It formed in marbleized limestone dating back to the Triassic Period. 
Cave decorations occasionally appear along the canals. From the 
hydrographic point of view, the Dona Duka Cave is a dry cave in 
which very small siphon lakes rarely form out of the dripping water. 
A characteristic of this cave is the intricate grid of canals on several 
levels. Dona Duka’s recent fauna has also been explored. 

© Photo: Salamander
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lAZAROPOlE –  
stuNNINg bEAutY ON Mt. bIstRA

Lazaropole is one of the highest (1,350 meters) and most beautiful 
villages in the Republic of Macedonia. It is at an excellent location 

in the southwestern part of the picturesque Bistra Mountain, offering 
breathtaking views of the Mala (Garska) Reka River valley and Mt. 
Stogovo. Visitors reach it driving along a paved road from the direction 
of Gostivar and Mavrovo and turning off the Mavrovo-Debar road 
at Boškov Most. Lazaropole is situated in the small karst field of 
Koritnik, whose middle is traversed by the small Lazaropole River – a 
right tributary to the Garska Reka River. The village has a pleasant 
mountain and continental climate with occasional Mediterranean 

influences advancing along the valleys of the Crn Drim, Radika and 
Mala Reka. The summers are chilly and the winters are mild. This 
area has the highest rainfall in the country of over 1200 mm which 
makes the forest vegetation abundant and the air crystal clear, fresh 
and healing. Therefore, Lazaropole is known as the place with the 
cleanest air in the Balkan Peninsula. Today, Lazaropole is only a 
travel destination given that its permanent residents have long since 
deserted it. Most of them however return to remodel their old family 
homes which they use as a refuge from the hot summer spells. The 
official number of residents of Lazarople during the winter is one. 

© Photo: Dejan Sokolovski
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The residents of this village 
belonged to the famous Slavonic tribe 
of Mijaks. Near the village is the cave 
called Kalina Dupka. Legend has it 
that whenever the Ottoman army 
passed through here on their way 
back home from war they wrought 
havoc in the villages on Mt. Bistra. But 
the head of the village and his fellow 
countrymen developed a strategy over 
time – they hid in the cave until the 
worst was over. One time, however, 
a girl called Kalina, thinking that all 
the soldiers had already left without 
noticing them, started singing a song 
out of joy. “All the Turks have passed 
and didn’t see Kalina,” it went. But 
one of the soldiers, who was wounded 
and walked slowly, trailing behind the 
others, heard her signing and let his 
fellow fighters know. They returned 
and started a huge fire outside the 
cave. The smoke of the burning hay suffocated the villagers. Only 
one, called Lazar, managed to get out. He then started the new village 
which got its name after him – Lazaropole. The world “lazor” in the 
old Slavonic language means vast and bare – deforested – space. 
And such is the whole terrain, the whole surrounding area of the 
village. Some believe that it is from this word that the name of the 
village derived. The senior locals in fact call the village Lazoropole. 

In the past, sheep breeding was at the core of Lazaropole’s economy 
and the village was renowned for its top-quality yellow and white 
cheese. These hallmark products were sold in near and faraway places: 
Bitola, Thessaloniki and even Egypt. Lazaropole is also known for its 
traditional architecture, the summer art colony, and the unspoiled 
nature. In the spirit of the rich church tradition, as in the past so 
today, the great holiday of Ilinden (Day of St. Ilija) is observed here. 
The celebration reaches its peak with the dancing of the traditional 
dance of oro in the centre of the village to the sound of the zurlas 
and drums, the unavoidable instruments whenever a celebration is 
taking place in this part of the country. The Lazaropole traditional 
costume, especially the one worn by women, is one of the best 
known in Macedonia. The main church in Lazaropole is dedicated 

to Sveti Velikomačenik Gjorgji (St. George the Martyr). It is a local 
trademark that adds to the scenic view of the village. Built in 1841, 
it is a monumental edifice surrounded by four-meter high walls 
of chiseled stone, to which a porch was added in the 20th century. 
The interior of the church is the work of the legendary icon painter 
Dimitrie Perkoski (Dičo Zograf) of the Mijak village of Tresonče. 

Today, Lazaropole is turning into a recognizable travel destination. 
A high-category hotel – Kalin Hotel – has recently been opened in 
the village. It has 16 spacious and tastefully decorated rooms and an 
excellent restaurant serving delicious food. There is a lot visitors can 
do outdoors. They can take walks and hike along the numerous trails 
through the woods and high areas of Bistra and to the marvelous 
neighboring villages of Gari, Tresonče, Selce and Rosoki, or can 
visit the Monastery of Sveti Jovan Bigorski. Moreover, this region 
is ideal for mountain biking, horse riding and paragliding. Several 
cultural events are also held during the summer. 

The people of Lazaropole are known as people who speak their 
minds, are carefree and are always smiling and ready for a good 
joke, a song and a dance. But they are just as ready to fight anyone 
that dares step in front of them when it comes to leading Teškoto. 
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With the spectacle “Swan Lake” by Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky, the 
State Ballet on Ice of St. Petersburg astounded the audience at 

the Macedonian Opera and Ballet on 16–18 December. The graceful 
performance of the Russian ballet dancers in their magnificent 
costumes brought the house down. The gentle ballerinas on their 
figure skates looked like real swans. Founded in 1967 by outstanding 

choreographer Konstantin Boyarsky and musical director Leo 
Korkhin, the State Ballet on Ice of St. Petersburg gave a performance 
in Macedonia for the first time. They have so far staged on ice 
Tchaikovsky’s most famous ballets “Sleeping Beauty”, “Swan Lake” 
and “Nutcracker” and Prokofiev’s “Cinderella” and “Romeo and Juliet”. 

From 15 to 19 December, the Week of Contemporary Israeli Film 
was held for the third time. The program consisted of three 

feature films, two documentaries and two episodes of a television 
series. The event opened at Millennium Cinema with the showing of 
“Wedding Doll”, a feature film from 2015 directed by Nitzan Gilady. 
The other films were screened at the Cinematheque of Macedonia. 

The Week of Slovak Film 2016 was held at the Cinematheque of 
Macedonia from 9 to 14 December. Organized by the Embassy of 

the Slovak Republic in the Republic of Macedonia, the event opened 

with the screening of Peter Solan’s “The Boxer and the Death”. 
Among the shown films were “The Sun in a Net”, “Birds, Orphans 
and Fools”, “A Path Across the Danube” and “I Love, You Love”. 

“sWAN lAke” oN ice stAgeD At MAceDoNiAN operA AND BAllet

Week of coNteMporAry isrAeli filM 

Week of slovAk filM

© Photo: Tatjana Rantasha
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