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Macedonian President Gjorge Ivanov 
paid a working visit to the Republic 

of Azerbaijan on 15–16 March to attend the 
5th Global Baku Forum.  Organized by the 
Nizami Ganjavi International Center, the Fo-
rum brought together more than 100 sitting 
and former heads of state and government, 
ministers, diplomats, many distinguished 
figures from the social and political life, 
university professors and representatives of 
the Forum’s Young Leaders Program.  The 
issues discussed at the Forum included the 

future of Europe, China’s role in interna-
tional relations, relations between Russia 
and the West and the challenges in dealing 
with modern terrorism.  President Ivanov 
addressed the Forum’s presidential session 
titled “The Future of International Relations: 
Power and Interests”.   During his working 
visit to Azerbaijan, President Ivanov met 
with his Azerbaijani counterpart, Ilham 
Aliyev, to discuss overall bilateral relations 
between the Republic of Macedonia and the 
Republic of Azerbaijan.  

The President of the Republic of Mace-
donia, Gjorge Ivanov, paid a working 

visit to Hungary on 20 March. During the 
visit, he met with Hungarian President János 
Áder, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and 
Parliament Speaker László Kövér. 

Among the issues discussed were bilateral 
relations, cooperation and communication 
at all levels and on all issues of mutual inter-
ests, the political situation in the Republic 
of Macedonia and the parliamentary co-
operation between the two countries.  The 
possibility of a second migrant surge was 
also tabled and so was the commitment 
to continuing cooperation in handling all 
challenges in the period ahead bearing in 
mind the large number of migrants that 
could head toward Europe not only from the 
Middle East but also from Africa. 

presiDeNt ivANov pAys WorkiNg 
visit to repuBlic of AzerBAijAN

presiDeNt ivANov pAys 
WorkiNg visit to huNgAry
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presiDeNt ivANov Meets osce secretAry geNerAl zANNier

priMe MiNister DiMitriev AtteNDs  
WesterN BAlkANs suMMit iN sArAjevo

The President of the Republic of Macedonia, Gjorge Ivanov, 
received OSCE Secretary General Lamberto Zannier on 9 

March. Opinions were shared at the meeting on the situation in the 
Republic of Macedonia and the challenges the country is faced with.  
The two officials also tabled the issue of security in the Republic of 
Macedonia and the Region as well as the migrant and refugee crisis.  
President Ivanov said Macedonia still carried out the measures in 
line with the conclusions of the European Council for rapid migrant 
surge containment, border protection, fighting illegal migration and 
safeguarding the integrity of the Schengen zone.  He also said he 
expected the cooperation with the OSCE and their support in fields 
such as rule of law, police, judiciary, and promotion of interethnic 
relations and coexistence to continue.   

Macedonian Prime Minister Emil Dimitriev attended the Sum-
mit of Western Balkan Prime Ministers in Sarajevo, Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, on 16 March.   Denis Zvizdić, Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina, hosted the meet-
ing that brought together the Prime Ministers of the Republic of 
Albania, Montenegro, the Republic of Kosovo and the Republic of 
Serbia, Edi Rama, Duško Marković, Isa Mustafa and Aleksandar 
Vučić, the Commissioner for European Neighborhood Policy and 
Enlargement Negotiations, Johannes Hahn, and Italy’s Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Angelino Alfano, who will host the next summit 
of the Western Balkan leaders within the framework of the Berlin 
Process in Trieste in July. 

Deputy priMe MiNister AND 
foreigN MiNister poposki 
Meets MAltese couNterpArt 
vellA iN vAllettA 

Macedonia’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Nikola Poposki, met with the Minister of Foreign 

Affairs of Malta, George Vella, in Valletta on 27 March.  This 
was the first working visit of the two countries’ foreign ministers 
following the recent establishment of diplomatic relations between 
the Republic of Macedonia and the Republic of Malta. 

Among the issues tabled were the priorities of the EU, the im-
portance of bringing EU membership closer to the citizens of the 
Republic of Macedonia and the other countries of the Region, the 
migrant-related challenges, promoting bilateral relations, intensify-
ing bilateral contacts and meetings, enhancing cooperation in the 
period ahead and extending mutual support at a multilateral level.  
The appointment of non-resident ambassadors by the two countries 
is expected to be an additional impetus in this direction. 

Courtesy photo from MFA of Malta.
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MiNisteriAl MeetiNg of gloBAl coAlitioN 
oN DefeAt of isis iN WAshiNgtoN 

At the invitation of the Secretary of State of the United 
States of America, Rex Tillerson, Macedonia’s Deputy 

Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Nikola 
Poposki, attended the Meeting of the Ministers of the Global 
Coalition on the Defeat of ISIS in the building of the US 
Department of State in Washington on 22 March. At the 
meeting, representatives of 68 member states of the Global 
Coalition agreed that progress had been made in fighting 
the Islamic State and that additional concerted effort and 
activities were necessary to address this challenge. 

On the sidelines of the meeting, Minister Poposki had 
meetings with a number of counterparts, including with 
Secretary of State Tillerson, and the foreign ministers of 
the Republic of Turkey, the Republic of Lithuania, Hungary, 
the Republic of Slovenia, the Kingdom of Sweden, the Republic 

of Albania, the Republic of Croatia, the Republic of Kosovo and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Deputy priMe MiNister AND foreigN MiNister 
poposki pAys WorkiNg visit to liechteNsteiN  

The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, Nikola Poposki, 

paid a working visit to the Principality of Liechtenstein on 
24 March. During the visit, he met with Liechtenstein’s 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Education and Culture, Aurelia 
Frick, and Prince Alois.  Multilateral cooperation, the effects 
on the economies and the political integration in the EFTA 
member states and the situation in the Balkan countries 
following the United Kingdom’s vote to leave the EU, as well 
as the migrant crisis risks and the threats of radicalization 
and global terrorism were among the issues discussed. 

© Photo: Liechtenstein MFA.
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osce perMANeNt couNcil MeetiNg iN vieNNA 

Deputy priMe MiNister AND foreigN MiNister poposki 
Meets ihrA heAD of DelegAtioN DeBoutte 

Deputy priMe MiNister AND foreigN MiNister 
poposki Meets AMBAssADor hellBAch

Nikola Poposki, Macedonia’s Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, took part in the meeting of 

the Permanent Council of the Organization for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe in Vienna, Austria, on 16 March.  He 
also answered questions by OSCE member states regarding 
the prospects of resolving Macedonia’s political crisis, the 
foreign influence, the risks of instability in the Region and 
the prospects for EU integration.  

During his visit to Vienna, Minister Poposki met with 
Austria’s Foreign Minister and sitting OSCE Chair, Sebas-
tian Kurz, with whom he tabled regional stability and EU 
integration as the best guarantee for the development of 
the Balkans. 

Nikola Poposki, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, re-

ceived Ambassador Jan Deboutte, Head of Delegation of the 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA), 
on 8 March.  Minister Poposki and Ambassador Deboutte 
discussed IHRA’s activities and the activities the Republic 
of Macedonia carries out to remember, educate the young 
on and research the Holocaust. 

Minister Poposki said he was happy that IHRA sent a 
senior delegation to the Republic of Macedonia for the first 
time to mark 11 March, the Day of the Deportation of the 
Jews from Macedonia, ahead of which commemorative 
events will be held in Skopje and Bitola. 

Macedonia and IHRA’s commitment to seeing the coun-
try become a full-fledged member of the Alliance were also 
emphasized at the meeting.

Macedonia’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Nikola Poposki, received Ambassador 

Christian Hellbach, Special Envoy for Southeast Europe, 
Turkey and the EFTA States at the German Federal Foreign 
Office, on 8 March.  The need to strengthen the Balkan coun-
tries’ European integration with a view to ensuring lasting 
stability and prosperity in the Region was highlighted at the 
meeting. Minister Poposki underlined that energy at home 
and in Macedonia’s partner countries had to be directed 
toward making sure Macedonia received guarantees that 
EU membership was a goal this generation of Macedonian 
citizens could achieve in a foreseeable future.
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 DEpUty prIME MINIstEr AND FOrEIgN MINIstEr 
pOpOskI rECEIvEs BUNDEstAg DElEgAtION  

On 15 March, the Deputy 
Prime Minister and 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Macedonia, 
Nikola Poposki, received 
represent at ives  of  t he 
Committee for the Scrutiny 
of Elections, Immunity and 
the Rules of Procedure of 
the German Bundestag 
during their 2-day working 
visit to the Republic of 
Macedonia. The current 
political situation in the 
Republic of Macedonia, 
the economic ties between 
the two countries and their 
cooperation in the processes 
of integration of the Republic of Macedonia in the European 
family were tabled at the meeting.  

The principled support of the Federal Republic of Germany 
for the process of Macedonia's European integration and 

Macedonia’s commitment to carrying out the EU and NATO 
membership reforms were underlined on that occasion. 

DEpUty prIME MINIstEr AND FOrEIgN MINIstEr 
pOpOskI MEEts OsCE sECrEtAry gENErAl ZANNIEr

Macedonia’s Deput y 
Prime Minister and 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Nikola Poposki, met with 
OSCE Secretary General 
Lamberto Zannier on 9 
March.  Opinions were 
shared at the meeting on the 
current political situation in 
the Republic of Macedonia 
and on Macedonia’s overall 
cooperation with the OSCE.  
Minister Poposki underlined 
the benefit of the support 
f rom t he orga niz at ion 
committed to electora l 
reforms, integration through 
education and the process of 
Macedonia’s EU integration.  The two officials also tabled the 
most burning political issues in the wake of the December 
2016 elections. 

Minister Poposki highlighted the importance of regional 
cooperation in the Balkans in line with the best practices and 
standards of the OSCE.  
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Deputy priMe MiNister 
AND foreigN MiNister 
poposki Meets DANish 
AMBAssADor plesNer

The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Macedonia, Nikola Poposki, received the Ambassador 

Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Kingdom of Denmark to 
the Republic of Macedonia, resident in Vienna, Liselotte Plesner, on 
1 March.  They confirmed the good political relations between the 
two countries and agreed there was potential to intensify economic 
relations, especially in the fields of investments and commerce.  In 
the spirit of friendship, Ambassador Plesner gave the Macedonian 
foreign policy chief a bicycle as a gift thus promoting cycling as a 
way of leading a healthy lifestyle. Minister Poposki for his part told 
her some more about the history of cycling in Macedonia and the 
activities the country was taking to promote the culture of cycling. 

Deputy priMe MiNister AND foreigN MiNister 
poposki ADDresses security stuDeNts 
froM skopje, BelgrADe AND zAgreB 

On 20 March, at Macedonia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Nikola 
Poposki, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 

of the Republic of Macedonia, addressed a group of students from 
the Faculty of Security in Skopje, the Academy of Criminalistics 
and Police Studies of Belgrade and the Faculty of Political Science of 
Zagreb. He spoke about the role of the Republic of Macedonia in the 
management of the migrant crisis in Europe in 2015 and 2016 and 
the challenges that resulted from it. Also, he spoke at length about 
cross-border cooperation, reclaiming control of borders, securing 

humane and safe transit along the Balkan route and preventing 
illegal migration, stressing the role of Macedonia as crucial in the 
protection of the Schengen system.  

The students from Skopje, Belgrade and Zagreb took part in the 
3-day regional student conference titled “Cross-Border Coopera-
tion in Addressing the Shared Security Challenges of the Migrant 
and Refugee Crisis” organized by the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, 
the Center for Research and Policy Making and the Faculty of 
Security in Skopje. 
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Deputy priMe MiNister AND foreigN MiNister 
poposki ADDresses youNg sWeDish DiploMAts  

foreigN MiNistries of MAceDoNiA AND 
AustriA holD politicAl coNsultAtioNs 

On 27 March, at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, 

Nikola Poposki, Macedonia’s Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
addressed a group of young diplomats from 
the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Sweden, 
who paid the Republic of Macedonia a visit 
during their regional study trip.  He spoke 
about the priorities of Macedonia’s foreign 
policy and regional cooperation from 
Macedonia’s perspective. 

The young diplomats from Sweden were 
also addressed by the Ambassador of the 
Kingdom of Sweden to Macedonia, Mats Staffansson, the Director 
of the Diplomatic Academy Directorate at Macedonia’s MFA, Ade-

lina Marku, and the Director of the Swedish Diplomatic Academy, 
Helena Pilsas Ahlin. 

On 22 March, at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, 

political consultations on bilateral issues 
were held between delegations of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Macedonia and the Federal Ministry for 
Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Austria. The Macedonian 
delegation was led by the Director for 
Bilateral Relations with European Countries, 
Kornelija Utevska-Gligorovska, and the 
Austrian delegation was led by the Director 
General for Europe, Alexander Schallenberg. 

It was said over the course of their discus-
sions that bilateral relations and coopera-
tion noted a steady positive trend and that 
advancing political dialogue and furthering 
economic cooperation remained priorities 
to both countries. 

The close bilateral cooperation, in keep-
ing with the Action Plan 2017, was also 
welcomed in areas in which Austria is ready to extend support, 
such as Macedonia’s European integration, economy, environmental 
protection and development, Austria’s participation in EU-funded 
programs, that is, twinning projects, culture, education, media, 
science, civil society and the refugee and migrant crisis, as well as 
activities connected with Austria’s ongoing chairmanship of the 
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe.  

During their stay in Skopje, the Austrian delegation also met 
with Macedonia’s Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ilija Isajlovski. 

Isajlovski thanked Austria for its consistent support for the 
European integration of the Republic of Macedonia. In the context 
of Macedonia’s internal situation, it was said that following the suc-
cessfully conducted elections, steps were being taken to form the 
new Government in adherence with the country’s Constitution and 
laws. Regarding the refugee crisis, the Austrian and Macedonian 
officials said their cooperation, which proved of benefit to both 
parties, had to continue. 
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AMBAssADOr NAUMOvskI ADDrEssEs  
yAlE UNIvErsIty BAlkANs CONFErENCE

DEpUty FOrEIgN MINIstEr IsAJlOvskI ADDrEssEs 
thIrD MEEtINg OF rCC’s sEE grOUp OF NAtIONAl 

FOCAl pOINts FOr COUNtErINg rADICAlIZAtION AND 
EXtrEMIsM AND FOrEIgN tErrOrIst FIghtErs

DEpUty FOrEIgN MINIstEr IsAJlOvskI MEEts 
WIth INDIAN AMBAssADOr sAChDEvA

On 4 March, the Ambassador of the Republic of Macedonia 
to the United States of America, Vasko Naumovski, 

addressed the Balkans Conference organized by Yale University 
and attended by about a hundred students and university 
professors from a number of colleges.  Ambassador Naumovski 
laid stress in his remarks on the issues relating to the Euro-
Atlantic integration of the Republic of Macedonia and the 

prospects of the Region in general as well as to the current 
political and security situation in the Western Balkans.  He 
also addressed issues concerning the refugee and migrant crisis 
and the threat and implications of a possible second surge of 
refugees and migrants on the political and security as well as 
economic stability of Southeast Europe.  

The third meeting of the Regional Cooperation 
Council (RCC)’s SEE Group of National Focal 

Points for countering radicalization and violent 
extremism and foreign terrorist fighters was held 
in Skopje on 22 March. The meeting was opened 
by Ilija Isajlovski, Macedonia’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister, and Goran Svilanović, Secretary General 
of the Regional Cooperation Council. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Isajlovski emphasized 
the importance of this regional initiative that 
serves as a platform for aligning policies at national 
and regional level in dealing with the security 
challenges of Southeast Europe and for further 
development of cooperation and coordination of 
all the specialized formats of regional security 
cooperation. This platform also enables significant 
exchange of experience and sharing of the best practices with 
the aim of developing specific recommendations and future 
steps in fighting radicalization, extremism, terrorism and 
foreign terrorist fighters in the region. 

Information was shared at the meeting between the countries 
of the South-East European Cooperation Process regarding 
the ongoing trends and best practices in preventing and coping 
with violent extremism in Southeast Europe.

On 23 March, Macedonia’s Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Mr. Ilija Isajlovski, received in a farewell meeting 

the Ambassador of the Republic of India to the Republic of 
Macedonia resident in Sofia, H.E. Mr. Rajesh Kumar Sachdeva. 

Deputy Minister Isajlovski expressed gratitude and recognition 
for Ambassador Sachdeva’s contribution to the promotion of 

bilateral relations and political dialogue between the two 
countries. 

Both officials confirmed the good political relations and 
reaffirmed their interests in expanding further economic 
cooperation and bringing more Indian investments to the 
Republic of Macedonia. 
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AMBAssADOr JANkUlOskI DECOrAtED WIth 
grEAt CrOss OF OrDEr OF pIUs IX

NAtIONAl FrANCOphONIE COOrDINAtOrs 
OF CEE MEEt IN skOpJE 

At a ceremony in the Vatican on 16 March, the Ambassador 
of the Republic of Macedonia to the Holy See, Zvonimir 

Jankuloski, was presented with an order from Pope Francis – 
the Great Cross of the Order of Pius IX – by Giovanni Angelo 
Becciu, Substitute for General Affairs in the Secretariat of 

State of the Holy See.  The Order of Pius IX, the third-highest 
papal order of knighthood, was founded on 17 June 1847 by 
Pope Pius IX and is conferred upon ambassadors accredited 
to the Holy See. 

Organized by the International Organisation of La 
Francophonie (IOF) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

of the Republic of Macedonia, the fifth annual meeting 
of the National Coordinators of the Francophonie of the 
six countries of the region of Central and Eastern Europe 
(CEE) – Albania, Armenia, Bulgaria, Macedonia, Moldova 
and Romania – was held in Skopje on 23 and 24 March.   The 
Director of the Regional Bureau, Hary Andriamboavonjy, 
the State Secretary at the Secretariat for European Affairs, 
Ana Blaževska, the Chairman of the Network of National 
Coordinators, Ambassador Christian Ter-Stepanyan, and 
the representative for the Francophonie from the Ministry of 
Education and Science, Marija Nikolova, delivered remarks. 

As part of this event, a parallel meeting was also held at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of representatives of the min-
istries of education at which the text of the Memorandum of 
Cooperation between the IOF and the countries of the Region 
in the field of education was agreed upon.  

The regional action plan in the context of the needs iden-
tified at the Summit in Antananarivo was defined at the 
meeting.  Also, considering the 2-year term of the Armenian 
Chairman, Christian Ter-Stepanyan, had ended, it was de-
cided in Skopje by consensus that the new Chairman of the 
Network of National Coordinators (RESIFECO) should be 
Gabriel Atanasov. 
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frANcophoNie MoNth MArkeD At MfA

politicAl Directors of us-ADriAtic chArter 
MeMBer AND oBserver stAtes Meet iN skopje

On the occasion of the Month 
of  t he  Fr a nc ophon ie , 

Macedonia’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister, Ilija Isajlovski, the 
Director of the Foreign Ministry’s 
Diplomatic Academy, Adelina 
Marku, and the francophone 
diplomats at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs hosted an event 
on 17 March together with 
the Ambassador of the French 
Republic to the Republic of 
Macedonia, Christian Thimonier, 
and the Director of the French Institute in Skopje, Isabelle Marchi-
Barbaux. 

On behalf of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Deputy Minister 
Isajlovski thanked the French Embassy in the Republic of Macedonia 
for its continued support in strengthening the capacities of the 
Macedonian state administration and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in particular through specialized French-language courses 
for Macedonian diplomats and appealed for closer cooperation in 
the future between the MFA’s Diplomatic Academy and its French 
partners. 

Ambassador Thimonier welcomed the attendees and the 
francophone diplomats at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 

Republic of Macedonia, emphasizing how important Francophonie 
was at the global level.  He said he felt greatly honored to be an 
ambassador of his own language and culture to another country 
and congratulated diplomats on their desire and choice to study 
the French language and culture.  

“The language is another element that connects us and your 
decision to master the French language makes me very happy,” 
Ambassador Thimonier said.  

The Director of the MFA’s Diplomatic Academy, Adelina Marku, 
commended the active cooperation that the Academy and the French 
Embassy had maintained thus far and said she was confident new 
and more ambitious joint projects lay ahead. 

Under Macedonia’s Chair-
manship of the Charter of 

Partnership among Macedonia, 
Albania, Croatia, Montenegro, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the 
USA, a meeting of the political 
directors of the Charter of the 
member and observer states was 
held at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Mace-
donia on 27 March. 

The representatives of the 
ministries of foreign affairs and 
defense of the Charter member states and as well as observers (Ser-
bia and Kosovo) adopted the Acton Plan of Activities 2017 under 
the Macedonian Chairmanship, which seeks to further strengthen 
cooperation within the Charter and the Charter’s role in addressing 
regional and global security challenges and, more importantly, to 
ensure that NATO and the EU do more to integrate Southeast Eu-
rope.  Joint practical activities were also agreed upon in a number 
of areas including in raising security and promoting the process of 
democratization in Afghanistan and expanding cooperation with 
other regional organizations and initiatives. 

Within the regular consultations concerning political and security 
issues, opinions were shared on the current political situation and 

the possible effect of the global security challenges on the Region – 
migrant flows, terrorism, violent extremism and the phenomenon of 
foreign fighters returning home from the battlefields of Syria and Iraq. 

The meeting of the political directors was the first under Mace-
donia’s Chairmanship of this regional initiative backed by the USA, 
especially important for the promotion of regional security and 
stability and for the Region’s European and Euro-Atlantic integra-
tion.  Taking part in regional cooperation is one of the strategic 
goals of the Republic of Macedonia, which the country seeks to 
achieve in an active and constructive manner, especially through 
the activities of the US-Adriatic Charter, of which the country is 
an initiator and a co-founder.



I was appointed Honorary Consul of the Kingdom of Belgium 
in Skopje for the Republic of Macedonia on 25 February 2003, 

something that represents a great honour and quite a dynamic, 
highly interesting and important mission. To me, it was not un-
known what to expect. In fact, my father, Dragan Stefkov, one of 
the pioneers of modern Macedonia in terms of foreign trade, was 
among the first to be appointed Honorary Consul of Belgium, an 
office that he filled until the end of his life, so that Belgium has been 
present in our family for almost 40 years now. From the log, one 
can see how many events and how many people have gone through 
this Honorary Consulate, numerous friends, among whom a special 
place belongs to the tireless journalist and writer Jean Wolf and his 
book La Macédoinedéchirée.

Being an honorary consul of the Kingdom of Belgium in our 
country may not be so difficult, having in mind that these are two 
countries with good bilateral relations, developing in the spirit of 
friendship and mutual respect, as well as intensifying cooperation in 
the field of economy and trade. Within the program to mark the 20th 

anniversary of Belgian-Macedonian diplomatic relations established 
in 1994, Belgium presented the exhibition “The Adventures of Nero” 
by the great cartoonist Marc Sleen in the new hall of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. The comic strip is an integral part of Belgian 
culture and the exhibition was also staged in other cities and was 
followed by a lecture “Comics in Belgium: Great Success of a Small 
Country” (The Belgian Comic Strip Center).

Belgium and Brussels as its capital and as a European capital and 
seat of NATO are of great interest and are places of frequency, especially 
for study and training at the local prestigious universities and 
institutions in various fields. Also, the universities in Skopje, Bitola, 
Tetovo and Štip are visited by Belgian professors, who participate in 
joint projects with our professors, there is also a French-language 
lecturer and there are Belgians learning the Macedonian language. 
In recent years, the number of tourists visiting Ohrid has increased, 
also as a result of the direct flight from Brussels. Belgian scouts also 
explore Macedonia’s wonderful mountains and enjoy the mountain 
bike challenge.

i AM hoNoureD to Be the liNk 
With the eMBAssy of BelgiuM AND 
BelgiAN NAtioNAls iN MAceDoNiA

hoNorAry coNsuls Elena Stefkova Nikodinovska, Honorary Consul of the Kingdom of Belgium

Being an honorary consul 
of the Kingdom of Belgium 
in our country may not be 
so difficult, having in mind 
that these are two countries 
with good bilateral relations, 
developing in the spirit 
of friendship and mutual 
respect, as well as intensifying 
cooperation in the field 
of economy and trade
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I perform the activities of the honorary consul in direct contact 
with the competent Belgian Embassy, based in Sofia. The consular 
administrative work for which I am responsible is closely defined. 
I am honoured to be the link with the Embassy of Belgium and 
Belgian nationals who live and work here or are travelling through 
our country.

For better performance of this function it is, of course, necessary 
to maintain an extensive network in the home country, which for 
me, with extensive experience in education and culture is not an 
issue at all. My good contacts and the great respect and interest of 
Macedonian citizens in Belgium greatly benefit my work. A very 
important moment in the activity of the honorary consul is to supply 
proper information and guidance to interested citizens.

Stimulating cooperation between the business communities of 
the two countries is a particular challenge. The Walloon Export and 
Foreign Investment Agency– AWEX (Agence wallonne à l’exportation 
et aux investissements étrangers) at the Belgian Embassy in Sofia 
has presented positive results: projects are being discussed, visits 
by business delegations are arranged and business forums are held 
to identify business opportunities in different areas, all of which is 
contributing to the increase of economic cooperation. The success 
story is the bus company Van Hool, the work of several IT companies 
and various other sectors, which are positive experiences to attract 
other companies.

The presentation of cultural values to the Macedonian and Belgian 
public is of particular importance for this type of activity (translation 
of literary works, participation in theatre, music, poetry, folk and 

choral festivals, and art colonies). Among these events, some are 
very significant to underline: the participation in the International 
Theatre Festival MOT of world renowned names in contemporary 
theatre and dance such as Jan Fabre with the performance “Angel of 
Death”, Vim Vandekeybus with the performance “Blush”, in which 
the famous Flemish actor Tone Brulin appears, and “Puur” by the 
theatre troupe Ultima Vez, Michele Anne de May from Charleroi 
danses Centre chorégraphique de la Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles 
with “12 easy waltzes”, the exhibition of Slavic Manuscripts from 
Macedonia from the 13th to the 19th centuries (“Manuscrits slaves 
de la Macédoine du XIIIe au XIXe siècles”) presented for the first 
time out of the country, at the prestigious Musée de Mariemont, as a 
joint project of Wallonie-Bruxelles International and the Macedonian 
Ministry of Culture, the St. Kliment Ohridski National and University 
Library and the Catholic University of Leuven (Universitécatholique 
de Louvain). Also, the repertoire of the Macedonian National Theatre 
features the play L’oiseau bleu by Maurice Maeterlinck. 

I had the honour to meet in person former King Albert II and 
former Queen Paola and His Majesty King Philippe of the Belgians. 
My job involves holding numerous meetings with many delegations, 
especially from the business sector, high Belgian government officials, 
senators, important public figures and ordinary citizens. It is also 
exciting when there are sports events, such as, for example, the visit 
by the football team Les Diables Rouges / Red Devils. When there is 
an opportunity and need, I also serve as a guide, with great pleasure, 
to discover together with guests from Belgium the cultural, natural 
and living heritage of Macedonia.
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MDB would like to extend a warm welcome and wish a successful diplomatic mission in the Republic of Macedonia to

 
H.E. Mr. Ştefan Gorda, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Moldova, resident in Sofia

H.E. Mr. Alberto Alfredo Manuel Trueba, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Argentine Republic, 
resident in Sofia

AnD TO THAnk 

 H.E. Mr. Rajesh kumar Sachdeva, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of India, resident in 
Sofia

for his completed diplomatic mission in the Republic of Macedonia

vieNNese BAll iN skopje 

Organized by the Johann Strauss Association for Cultural Co-
operation, the traditional Viennese Ball in Skopje was held 

for the 18th time on 11 March under the auspices of the Embassy 
of the Republic of Austria. The Viennese Ball in Skopje is a tradi-
tional cultural and music event, a result and confirmation of the 

Macedonian-Austrian cooperation in the fields of culture and art. 
The Johann Strauss orchestra this year was conducted by Maestro 
Emin Džijan. Dancers from the Prima Danza dance club entrained 
the audience with attractive dances. 



MAceDoNiAN exhiBit AND trADe ceNter opeNs iN MoscoW

cAtAlogue of seveN youNg MAceDoNiAN Authors 
“fresh BlooD” At leipzig Book fAir

The Macedonian Exhibit and Trade Center in Moscow opened at 
the business center owned by Russia’s agricultural cluster Food 

City on 23 March. The Macedonian pavilion’s aim will be to raise 
exports of Macedonian products to the Russian market and to offer 
companies commercial, legal, customs and other assistance. The first 
ten Macedonian companies presented at Moscow’s Food City are 
Tikveš, Zdravje Radovo, Dalvina, Popova Kula, Vori, Agromaks, 
Grand Food Corporation, Kadino, Gorska and Swisslion. 

At the Leipzig Book Fair held from 23 to 26 March, the German-
language catalogue “Fresh Blood” was presented by the Goten 

publishing house in partnership with Traduki, a European network 
for literature and books. The catalogue that Goten made especially 
for this occasion features seven young and highly successful authors 
from Macedonia, with excerpts from some of their award-winning or 
latest prose that hasn’t yet been translated into German nor presented 

to the German public, short biographies and reviews. They are the 
winners of the European Union Prize for Literature, Lidija Dimkovska, 
Goce Smilevski and Nenad Joldevski, the laureate of the Novel of 
the Year Award, Petar Andonovski, the shortlisted novelists for the 
same award, Vladimir Jankovski and Branko Prlja, and Rumena 
Bužarovska, one of Macedonia’s most revered writers in the region. 

OBErhAUsEN ON tOUr 2017 

Organized by the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany 
and the Cinematheque of Macedonia, Oberhausen on 

Tour 2017, a selection of films of the International Short Film 
Festival Oberhausen, was held from 3 to 5 March. This short 
film festival has been held for six decades now and is one of the 
oldest festivals in the world. Five thousand films on average 
are entered into competition every year, of which over 400 

are selected and shown during every edition of the festival. 
Oberhausen on Tour staged at the Cinematheque of Macedonia 
featured the award-winning films of 2016, a selection of the 
program of German films, a selection of the international 
program and a selection of the Macedonians films screened 
at Oberhausen 2016. 

The Republic of Macedonia abounds in attractions that many have 
neither heard of nor visited. Breathtaking wonders of nature and 

lovely little towns are to be found in almost every corner of the country. 
Among them are most certainly Zrze, Brajčino and Janče.

 
ZrZe

On the slopes of Dautica, 34 km northwest of Prilep, at an elevation 
of almost 1,000 meters above sea level is the village of Zrze. In Zrze, 
aside from “the silence in which the whole existence of the world 
can also be heard”, is the Monastery of the Holy Transfiguration 
(Sveto Preobraženie), which the people also used to know as the 
Shepherd’s Church. Besides the monastery, most probably built back 
in the 8th century, Zrze also boasts in all probability the best views 
in the whole of Macedonia. 

Brajčino
Brajčino, or Prespa’s heaven, is the place that you can escape to 

from the frenzy of the city, the traffic and the sounds of the everyday 
fatigue. Situated on the Baltan Mountain and traversed by the Baltan 
River, Brajčino is the village in which all you can find is harmony, 
nature in all its splendor and of course – excellent cuisine! Impeccably 
clean and well organized despite being poorly populated, Brajčino is 
the ideal place to rest and awaken all your senses with the sounds of 
the river, the scent of the wonderful mountain herbs and the flavor 
of the local specialty – dried belvica called cironka. 

janče
Almost as an outcast, midway between Debar and Mavrovo, away 

from the frenzy of everyday life, the village of Janče is the heaven 
on Earth. Boasting the traditional Mijak architecture, the village 
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has been drawing the attention of tourists since Tutto hotel and 
restaurant was built. Besides tasting traditional local dishes, here 
you also can also enjoy peace and tranquility and the cool breeze 
by the Radika River. You can even visit the local meat pie festival 
held annually, in July. 

The MesMeriZing BeauTy of 
BisTra MounTain 

The Bistra mountain range is in the central part of Western 
Macedonia. It is famous for its pastures and considering it also borders 
on Lake Mavrovo, most of it is included in Mavrovo National Park. 
Bistra is surrounded by as many as six other mountains including 
Šar Mountain, Bukovik, Stogovo, Krčin, Dešat and Korab. It rises 
between the valley of Kičevo to the east and the Radika River to the 
west. To the north is the basin of Lake Mavrovo and the Mavrovo 
River and to the south is the spring of the Treska River, the Ehlovec 
River, the Jama Mountain Pass, the Jama River, the Gari River, the 
Mala River and Boškov Most. The mountain stretches on 572.8 sq. 
km, 483.8 sq. km of which rise beyond 1,000 meters above sea level 
and 4.8 sq. km are at least 2,000 meters high. 

By its genesis on the one hand and its morphology on the other, 
Bistra is quite remarkable. Geologically, it was made of Paleozoic 
rocks, Mesozoic sediments and Quaternary overlays. The mountain 
has a strongly expressed karst relief manifested through all its 
genetic types. Bistra, in fact, is a genuine textbook on the karst relief. 
Noble and hospitable, offering you a warm welcome and embracing 
you, the mountain lets you tap into its full splendor. Erosion has 
made it look like a cone with its sunken middle surrounded by 
eight summits higher than 2,000 meters. With its 2,136 meters, the 
highest of them is Medenica. When you take a moment to absorb the 
spectacular panoramic view that opens up from Medenica, you will 
fully understand and see the reason behind all the epithets and words 
of praise ever uttered to describe Bistra’s beauty and you will also 
realize how limited the expressive power of language is. Beauty here 
has one, universal manifestation, which, in completely different shades 
and forms, multiplies and is refracted in nature’s countless personal 
facets. The loud silence that springs from the mountain slopes unites 
the human spirit with the quiver of the herbs, the roaring whisper 
of the rocks and the wavy harmony of the hillsides. Because of its 
teeming flora and fauna, as well as its pleasant and healing climate, 
Bistra is an attractive travel destination both in winter and summer. 
It is home to a major ski center but besides skiing city-dwellers can 
also enjoy hiking through the landscapes of one Macedonia’s most 
beautiful mountains. Whatever the type of relaxation you opt for, 
you won’t make a mistake, because the minute you set your foot 
here, you are already in heaven. Everything is so colorful that even 
butterflies have all the colors on them. Bistra is definitely the place 
to visit in the summer, too. The magical song of the birds takes you 
at times away from reality. Even plants here have different shapes. 
Enjoying Bistra is a treat to all the senses.  Communing with its 
nature will make you nobler, simpler, more spiritual and more 
down to earth at the same time. After such an experience, you will 
be a transformed person, far greater yet more humble before the 
primordial dominance of nature than those who have just set out 
to know it and become one with it. You will become more beautiful 
and so will the mountain in your eyes. 

Zrze

Brajčino

Janče

Bistra
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On the occasion of the 23rd anniversary of establishing 
diplomatic relations between the Slovak Republic 

and the Republic of Macedonia, the third part of the 
Slovak documentary triptych “The Mission of Brothers 
Constantine and Methodius” was screened at the 
Cinematheque of Macedonia on 3 March. Held under 
the auspices of Macedonian President Gjorge Ivanov, 
the event was attended by the Archbishop of Ohrid and 
Macedonia, His Beatitude Stefan, the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Skopje and Apostolic Exarch of Macedonia, 
Kiro Stojanov, and representatives of the diplomatic corps 
and political parties in Macedonia. Martin Bezák, the 
Ambassador of the Slovak Republic to the Republic of 
Macedonia, said in his address that he was immensely 
proud that Slovakia was the only country in the world 
which in the preamble of its Constitution made a direct 
reference to the spiritual heritage and historic message 
of Cyril and Methodius. He also said this left lasting values to the 
Slovak people. “I am equally proud that I represent my country in the 
Republic of Macedonia, the territory on which the mission of Cyril 

and Methodius, after being expelled from the land of my ancestors, 
fully developed in a spiritual, educational and cultural sense thanks 
to the work of St. Clement and St. Naum of Ohrid”. 

The exhibition “Jewelry Through the Centuries from 
Republic of Macedonia” opened in the Macedonian 

Archeological Museum’s temporary exhibit area to mark 
8 March, International Women’s Day. The exhibition 
was also staged in Sofia and New York last year. It shows 
68 copies of exhibits that are evidence of the cultural 
continuity, identity, artistic tendencies and innovative 
spirit of the people that existed in this territory since 
prehistory until the end of the 20th century, spanning 
almost 9,000 years. 

Young Macedonian pianist Arda Mustafaoglu won the first prize 
in the category of senior pianists from elementary schools at the 

international piano competition Sirmium Music Fest which took 
place in Sremska Mitrovica, Serbia, from 16 to 19 March. 125 pianists 
from the Russian Federation, the Republic of Slovenia, the Republic 
of Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of Croatia, 
Romania and the Republic of Serbia participated in the contest. 
Mustafaoglu has so far won first prizes at international contests in 
the Republic of Macedonia, the Republic of Serbia, the Republic of 
Albania, the Republic of Bulgaria and the Italian Republic, as well 
as in online international piano contests. 

thirD pArt of triptych “the MissioN of Brothers coNstANtiNe 
AND MethoDius” proMoteD 

ArcheologicAl MuseuM hosts MAceDoNiAN jeWelry  
through ceNturies exhiBit

MAceDoNiAN piANist ArDA MustAfAoglu WiNs  
first prize At coMpetitioN iN serBiA
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