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Macedonian President Gjorge 
Ivanov paid an official visit 

to the Federative Republic of Brazil 
from 11 to 14 December. He said a 
lot of issues were tabled at the meet-
ing with his Brazilian counterpart, 
Michel Temer, which opened up 
possibilities to promote bilateral 
cooperation in the future, in the 
economic field in particular. 

During his visit, President Iva-
nov opened the Embassy of the 
Republic of Macedonia in Brasilia, 
Macedonia’s first in Latin America.  
The opening ceremony was attend-
ed by local political dignitaries as 
well as representatives of the dip-
lomatic corps and the Macedonian 
diaspora.  In addition to President 
Ivanov and Macedonian Ambassa-
dor Ivica Bocevski, Brazil’s Acting 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Marcos 
Galvão, also addressed those in 
attendance. 

President Ivanov also met with 
Fernando Collor de Mello, Chair-
man of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs and National Defense of the Federal 
Senate and Brazil’s former president, Bruna 
Furlan, President of the Committee on For-
eign Relations and National Defense of the 
Chamber of Deputies of the National Con-
gress, Ricardo Izar, Member of the Chamber 
of Deputies of the National Congress, one of 
the candidates for chairman of the parlia-

mentary group for friendship between the 
Republic of Macedonia and the Federative 
Republic of Brazil, and Paulo Skaf, President 
of the Federation of Industries of Sao Paulo. 

In Rio de Janeiro, President Ivanov held 
a lecture at the Brazilian Center for Interna-
tional Relations (CEBRI) titled “The European 
Refugee Crisis: Lessons Learned”.  

On 7 December, the President of the 
Republic of Macedonia, Gjorge Ivanov, 

attended the 10th Peace and Sport Interna-
tional Forum in the Principality of Monaco 
held under the auspices of Prince Albert II 
of Monaco.  The Forum was attended by 
more than 500 delegates from 110 countries 
in the world, including political leaders, 
representatives of the business elite, interna-
tional organizations, civil society organiza-
tions and the academic community as well 

as distinguished athletes and Nobel Peace 
Prize winners.  

The theme of this year’s jubilee Peace 
and Sport forum was “Sport Innovation for 
Social Transformation”. 

Within the Forum, President Ivanov had a 
meeting with Prince Albert II at which he under-
lined the interest in establishing closer bilateral 
cooperation and promoting relations between 
the Republic of Macedonia and the Principal-
ity of Monaco in all areas of common interest. 

president ivAnov pAys 
officiAl visit to brAzil 

president ivAnov Attends 
peAce And sport internAtionAl 
foruM in MonAco
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Macedonia’s Prime 
Minister, Zoran 

Zaev, led a government 
delegation at meetings 
with the highest repre-
sentatives of the Euro-
pean Commission and 
the European Parliament 
in Brussels on 5 and 6 
December.  He met with 
the President of the Eu-
ropean Commission, 
Jean-Claude Juncker, the 
EU High Representative 
for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy, Federica 
Mogherini, the Com-
missioner for European 
Neighborhood Policy 
and Enlargement Nego-
tiations, Johannes Hahn, 
and the President of the 
European Parliament, 
Antonio Tajani.  After-
ward, Prime Minister 
Zaev said that important steps for meaningful change were made in all 
areas. He added that the main motive was to strengthen the citizens’ 
trust in institutions and explained that profound transformation had 
begun of the justice system, the administration and the public services. 
We are working hard to improve relations with all our neighbors and 
fully support the Berlin Process and the Regional Economic Area, which 
is a tangible framework for regional cooperation under EU sponsorship, 
Prime Minister Zaev said underlining that he expected the Republic of 
Macedonia, too, to be issued a clean recommendation by the European 
Commission for opening EU accession talks and to be set a date for 
opening membership negotiations in 2018 approved by the Council of 
the EU.  European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker said 

the European Commission was fully committed to the next round of 
European Union enlargement, especially towards the Western Balkan 
countries.  During his 2-day visit to Brussels, Prime Minister Zaev took 
part in the debate titled “Macedonia and the Western Balkan Region on 
the Road to the European Union” organized by the Centre for European 
Policy Studies and the debate “Macedonia After the Colorful Revolu-
tion: New Chances for Successful Accession to the EU” organized by the 
Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung in Brussels.  The government delegation also 
included Bujar Osmani, Deputy Prime Minister for European Affairs, 
Nikola Dimitrov, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Goran Sugareski, Minister 
of Transport and Communications, and Dragi Raškovski, Secretary 
General of the Macedonian Government. 

priMe Minister zAev Meets With Juncker, Mogherini, hAhn
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PrIME MINIstEr ZAEv At WOrKING DINNEr Of WEstErN 
bAlKAN PrIME MINIstErs WItH MOGHErINI IN brUssEls

The Prime Minister of the Republic 
of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev, 

and the prime ministers of Serbia, 
Montenegro, Albania, Kosovo and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina attended 
the informal working dinner that the 
EU High Representative for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, Federica 
Mogherini, hosted in Brussels on 18 
December. The leaders of the region 
and Mogherini agreed that 2017 was a 
year of success for the Western Balkan 
region and that the most important 
news for the Western Balkan countries 
in 2017 was the announcement of 
the EU Enlargement Strategy by 
European Commission President 
Jean-Claude Juncker. It was said at 
the meetings that all Western Balkan 
countries should see this Strategy as a clear sign to them 
concerning their European integration prospects. At the joint 
working dinner, Prime Minister Zaev confirmed Macedonia's 
commitment to implementing judicial, security and public 
administration reforms and to resolving all open issues with 

neighbors.  He also stressed that the Republic of Macedonia 
expected to be included in the EU Enlargement Strategy, 
which is going to be released in February 2018 and which is 
expected to be inclusive, ambitious, predictable and innovative 
in its approach. 

Macedonian Prime Minister 
Zoran Zaev paid an official 

visit to the Republic of Kosovo on 
12 December at Kosovo Prime 
Minister Ramush Haradinaj’s 
invitation. The two prime min-
isters jointly assessed that bilateral 
relations were good and directed 
toward European integration.  We 
are here to make a step forward: 
to open up new possibilities for 
further promotion and advance-
ment of our mutual relations.  We 
hope that in the future we are 
going to hold high-level official 
and working meetings more fre-
quently.  That is going to infuse our 
cooperation with new energy and 
momentum, Zaev said underlin-
ing the commitment to expanding cooperation agreements between 
the two countries.  Kosovo Prime Minister Haradinaj said he was 
confident that ahead of the two countries was long and fruitful 
cooperation as it is proper for the closest neighbors. In Pristina, 

Zaev also met with Kosovo President Hasim Thaçi and the Speaker 
of the Kosovo Assembly, Kadri Veseli.  The Macedonian govern-
ment delegation also included the ministers of transport, economy, 
culture and diaspora. 

priMe Minister zAev pAys officiAl visit to kosovo
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The Governments of the Republic of Albania and 
the Republic of Macedonia held their first joint 

meeting in Podgradec on 15 December. On that oc-
casion, several memorandums were signed. The Prime 
Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev, 
referred to the meeting as historic as it opened up a new 
chapter in the bilateral relations of the two countries.  
“The message is that the responsible political leader-
ships of the Republic of Macedonia and the Republic 
of Albania had been given the honor by their citizens 
to lead their countries and they decided to lead the way 
without any prejudice.  We are working to improve 
the quality of life of our citizens and to secure a good 
and safe future for our countries in the Euro-Atlantic 
family.  The EU and NATO integration is not only a 
political commitment but is also an economic necessity 
of the citizens of our two countries.  We are working 
to create a regional economic zone,” Zaev said.  Alba-
nian Prime Minister Rama said that among the issues tabled at the 
meeting was the ambition to make the port of Durres accessible to 
the Republic of Macedonia in order to intensify trade from it. “The 
construction of the 400-KV power line, a project received within 
the Berlin Process, is a strong reason for us to be optimistic as far 
as the integration of the energy market between our two countries 

and in the region is concerned.  Bearing in mind the growing trend 
of trade and tourism from Macedonia in recent years, we are go-
ing to work to make sure we have our first common customs point 
and border crossing in Kjafasan by the time we hold our second 
meeting,” Rama said. 

governMents of MAcedoniA And 
AlbAniA hold Joint Meeting



MACEDONIAN DIPLOMATIC BULLETIN No. 123 – 20176

diploMAtic neWs

PrIME MINIstEr ZAEv AttENDs 
INtErNAtIONAl CONfErENCE IN sOfIA

fOrEIGN MINIstEr DIMItrOv PAys 
WOrKING vIsIt tO GErMANy

The construction of Corridors VIII 
and X is an additional opportunity 

for growth and development in the 
region of the Western Balkans, as well 
as for bringing the region closer to 
the EU," said the Prime Minister of 
the Republic of Macedonia, Zoran 
Zaev, at the joint press conference 
of the prime ministers of the 
region, within the framework of the 
International Conference "Stronger 
Regional Integration in the Balkans" 
in Sofia on 7 December hosted by the 
World Bank. The World Bank said 
it was going to support the Project 
for Facilitation of Transport and 
Trade in the Western Balkans of 
150 million dollars, assessing that 
the benefits for the Western Balkan 
countries would amount to a total of one billion dollars. 
Prime Minister Zaev welcomed the World Bank's support 
for regional cooperation and added that the presence at the 
Sofia Conference of EU Enlargement Commissioner Johannes 
Hahn was a message showing how important the region was 
to the EU. “The forthcoming Bulgarian Presidency of the EU 
sends the encouraging message that the whole region should 

deliver results by meeting the EU's expectations regarding 
the Balkans' progress, which is of interest to all. Facilitating 
the flow of goods and passengers will be a serious benefit to 
citizens and businesses. The IT connections between border 
crossings will mean modernization and an opportunity for 
our citizens to feel equal with the citizens of Europe," Prime 
Minister Zaev added.

On 11 December, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, paid a working 

visit to the Federal Republic of Germany, within which he met 
with Michael Roth, Minister of State responsible for Europe 
at Germany's Federal Foreign Office.

Satisfaction was expressed at the meeting with the good 
bilateral relations and the new momentum in the political 
dialogue between the two countries. Minister Dimitrov 
spoke about the ongoing activities and the timeframe for the 
implementation of reforms aimed at fulfilling the necessary 
criteria to open EU membership negotiations and join NATO.

Minister Roth said he was pleased with the progress made 
so far in the reform process and the policies of the Government 
of the Republic of Macedonia seeking to spur Macedonia's 
European integration bid. 

During his visit, Minister Dimitrov also participated 
in the workshop "Dialogue Series: Imagining New Paths 

for a Prosperous Macedonia; Euro-Atlantic Integration of 
Macedonia" organized by the Berghof Foundation in Potsdam.

"
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fOrEIGN MINIstEr DIMItrOv AttENDs 
OsCE MINIstErIAl COUNCIl

fOrEIGN MINIstEr DIMItrOv AttENDs WOrKING 
lUNCH WItH fOrEIGN MINIstErs Of EU MEMbEr 

stAtEs AND CANDIDAtE MEMbEr stAtEs

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, 
Nikola Dimitrov, addressed the 24th OSCE Ministerial 

Council held in Vienna, Austria, on 7 and 8 December, at 
which discussions centered on the OSCE's activities, the 
current challenges which the OSCE region faces and the ways 
to address these challenges more effectively.

Minister Dimitrov also took part in the panel organized and 
chaired by the OSCE Secretary General, Thomas Greminger, 
dedicated to the role, perception and future of the OSCE field 
operations, at which two success stories – the Macedonian 
and the Moldovan – were presented.

On the sidelines of the meeting, Minister Dimitrov had 
several bilateral meetings, including with the newly elected 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, 
Halbe Zijlstra, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Montenegro, 
Srdjan Darmanović, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, Kairat Abdrakhmanov, the Minister 
of State for Europe and the Americas of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Sir Alan Duncan, 
the Spanish Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and head 

of the Spanish delegation, Ildefonso Castro López, and the 
newly appointed State Secretary for Foreign Affairs of the 
Kingdom of Norway and head of the Norwegian delegation, 
Audun Halvorsen.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, 
Nikola Dimitrov, took part in a working lunch with the 

ministers of foreign affairs of the European Union member 
states and candidate member states in Brussels on 12 December. 
The event was hosted by the Estonian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Sven Mikser, whose country presided over the Council 
of the EU at the time.

Discussions at the working lunch focused on the European 
integration prospects of the Western Balkan countries ahead 
of the expected developments within the Union during the 
first half of 2018: the announcement of the Enlargement 
Strategy of EC President Juncker (February 2018), the EC 
Progress Reports (April 2018) and the EU-Western Balkans 
summit in Sofia during the Bulgarian Presidency of the EU 
Council (May 2018).

Minister Dimitrov let his EU counterparts know about 
the achievements of the Republic of Macedonia in the 
implementation of internal reforms and the promotion of 
good neighborly relations as well as about the Government's 
plans and expectations in the forthcoming period. During his 

stay in Brussels, Minister Dimitrov also held a briefing for 
the representatives of the EU Council Working Party on the 
Western Balkans Region (COWEB) and the Working Party 
on Enlargement and Countries Negotiating Accession to the 
EU (COELA). 
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On 18 December, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade of Hungary, Péter 

Szijjártó, paid an official visit to the Repub-
lic of Macedonia. Talks with his host, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, centered on 
the European and Euro-Atlantic integration 
of the Republic of Macedonia. Minister Dimi-
trov informed his Hungarian counterpart 
about the proactive diplomatic efforts of the 
Government to achieve its foreign policy 
priorities, above all getting a date to open 
EU accession talks and joining NATO, as 
well as to promote good-neighborly relations 
and regional cooperation. The possibilities 
for enhancing bilateral relations were also 
considered, with particular emphasis on the 
mutual interest in intensifying economic 
cooperation.

Minister Szijjártó welcomed the strong 
commitment of the Government of the Re-
public of Macedonia to implementing reforms necessary to accelerate 
the European and Euro-Atlantic integration of the country. At the 
same time, he reaffirmed the position of Hungary being a strong 
supporter of Macedonia on its path to the EU and NATO.

During Minister Szijjártó’s visit, the Action Plan was signed 
between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Mace-
donia and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary, 

which establishes concrete activities to promote further cooperation 
between the foreign ministries of the two countries. 

Minister Szijjártó was also received by the President of the Re-
public of Macedonia, Gjorge Ivanov, Speaker of Parliament Talat 
Xhaferi, Prime Minister Zoran Zaev and Deputy Prime Ministers 
Bujar Osmani and Kočo Angjusev.

On 19 December, Nikola Dimitrov, Mace-
donia’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, took 

part in the meeting of the Balkans in Europe 
Policy Advisory Group (BiEPAG) on the topic 
“New Macedonian Moment” moderated by 
Professor Florian Bieber. Minister Dimitrov 
spoke about the situation in the Republic 
of Macedonia in the last six months telling 
the meeting participants about the reform 
processes in the country and the challenges 
on that road. He highlighted as crucial the 
reforms to be carried out in the judiciary, the 
different approach to media in Macedonia 
and the processes for greater transparency. 
Dimitrov stressed the important role of 
civil society during both the crisis and the 
processes of building a modern European 
democracy. The meeting preceded a briefing 
with the media on the subject “The European 
and Euro-Atlantic Integration of the Republic 
of Macedonia”. 

hungAriAn foreign Minister sziJJártó visits MAcedoniA 

foreign Minister diMitrov Meets With  
bAlkAns in europe policy Advisory group
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Under the Macedonian Chairmanship of the US-Adriatic Charter 
in 2017, on 13 December 2017 in Skopje a Meeting was held of 

the Charter’s Partnership Commission attended by the ministers of 
foreign affairs and other senior officials of the Charter member states 
(Macedonia, Albania, Croatia, Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and the USA) and observer states (Slovenia, Serbia and Kosovo). 

Over the course of the Meeting chaired by the Foreign Minister 
of the Republic of Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, views were shared 
on the political situation and security challenges in the Region and 
the countries’ commitment and concerted effort toward a stable and 
prosperous Southeast Europe were reaffirmed. Special attention was 
paid on the processes of Euro-Atlantic integration of the Region and 
their significance for its stability and prosperity. In his address at the 
meeting, Minister Dimitrov underlined the importance of the US-
Adriatic Charter in promoting and strengthening peace, security and 
cooperation in Southeast Europe and reiterated the commitment of the 
Republic of Macedonia to advancing further the cooperation main-
tained within the framework of the Charter with a view to completing 
the process of European and Euro-Atlantic integration in the Region. 
Dimitrov stressed that this was an extraordinary year for the Charter 
as was in fact confirmed at the Summit in Podgorica, co-chaired by 
the Prime Ministers of the Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro, 
Zoran Zaev and Dušan Marković. He also highlighted the message 
from US President Donald Trump, communicated via Vice President 
Pence, that the future of the Region was in NATO and the European 
Union and that the USA supported and was permanently committed 
to these processes as they were to make Europe stronger. Minister 
Dimitrov said that 2017 was a historic year for Macedonia, too, whose 
reformist Government is strongly dedicated to the implementation of 
all NATO and EU standards and the Plan 3-6-9 and is working hard to 

rebuild institutions and restore Macedonia’s international status and 
reputation as well as the values of democracy, freedom and rule of law. 

On behalf of Macedonian Prime Minister Zoran Zaev, Stevo 
Pendarovski, the newly appointed National Coordinator for NATO, 
conveyed at the meeting the messages about the growing significance 
of the US-Adriatic Charter for the Region and its European and Euro-
Atlantic integration. 

Among those who addressed the event were Gorazd Bartol, Chief 
of the NATO Liaison Office in Skopje, Matthew Palmer, Director for 
South Central European Affairs at the US Department of State, and 
Montenegro’s Foreign Minister, Srdjan Darmanović, in the capacity of 
the Charter’s next chairman. A joint Communiqué was also adopted 
with which, among other things, the member states expressed strong 
and unequivocal support for the Republic of Macedonia in getting 
full-fledged NATO membership as soon as possible. The document 
emphasizes that the Macedonian NATO membership is fully justified 
and that the integration of the Republic of Macedonia is crucially 
important for security and stability in Southeast Europe. 

At the meeting of the Partnership Commission, the last to be held 
under Macedonia’s Chairmanship of the US-Adriatic Charter, Minister 
Dimitrov handed the Chairmanship for 2018 to Montenegro’s Foreign 
Minister, Darmanović.

Meeting of us-AdriAtic 
chArter pArtnership 
coMMission 

On 13 December, Macedonian Foreign Minister Nikola Dimitrov 
received Matthew Palmer, Director for South Central European 

Affairs at the US State Department Bureau of European and Eurasian 
Affairs.

Director Palmer congratulated the Republic of Macedonia on its 
successful annual Chairmanship of the Adriatic Charter and reaffirmed 
the strong US support for its Euro-Atlantic integration. Palmer said 
he was content with the country’s progress in the past six months, 
based primarily on the Government’s major reform activities as well 
as on its constructive foreign policy, which significantly raises the 
country’s prospects of NATO and EU integration. Minister Dimi-

trov stressed that the strengthening of institutions and democratic 
processes in the country as well as the rule of law and the promotion 
of the culture of dialogue and compromise were some of the argu-
ments that would move forward and facilitate the Euro-Atlantic 
integration of the Republic of Macedonia. On that path, he said, the 
United States is a strategic partner and the Republic of Macedonia is 
counting on further proactive US support. At the meeting, opinions 
were exchanged on current issues of regional and wider significance.

foreign Minister diMitrov 
Meets With us stAte 
depArtMent director 
for south centrAl 
europeAn AffAirs pAlMer
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foreign Minister diMitrov delivers  
neW yeAr Address to diploMAtic corps

Meeting With nAto deputy perMAnent 
representAtives coMMittee 

On 14 December, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, 

Nikola Dimitrov, hosted the traditional New 
Year and Christmas reception for the diplo-
matic corps in the Republic of Macedonia. 
In his address, he spoke about the key events 
and foreign political activities in 2017 in the 
country, the region and beyond. Stressing 
the strategic priorities of the Republic of 
Macedonia, Minister Dimitrov reaffirmed 
the goals on the achievement of which the 
country will focus in 2018, too. “The European 
Union membership remains a key priority 
of our foreign policy. We sincerely hope that 
our political will and commitment to reform 
together with the support from our friends 
and partners will bring us an unconditional 
recommendation for opening accession ne-
gotiations next spring. This is primarily in 
the interest of our citizens, but also in the 
interest of the countries in the region,” he said. 

The doyen of the diplomatic corps in the Republic of Macedo-
nia, the Ambassador of the Russian Federation, Oleg Nikolaevich 
Shcherbak, on behalf of all the members of the diplomatic corps, 

thanked Minister Dimitrov for the reception and the New Year 
wishes and emphasized the good and productive atmosphere in the 
cooperation of the diplomatic corps with the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and all other state institutions.

On 11 December, at NATO’s headquarters in Brussels, the Re-
public of Macedonia held its regular meeting with the NATO 

Deputy Permanent Representatives Committee (DPRC). The delega-
tion of the Republic of Macedonia led by the State Secretary of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Viktor Dimovski, the State Secretary of 
the Ministry of Defense, Dragan Nikolik, and the newly appointed 
National Coordinator for NATO, Stevo Pendarovski, presented the 
Annual National Program for NATO Membership of the Republic 
of Macedonia 2017–2018, thus starting the 18th cycle of the Mem-
bership Action Plan.

State Secretary Dimovski reaffirmed in his address the national 
support and political consensus for NATO membership as a top 
priority in the foreign policy of the Republic of Macedonia. The 
National Coordinator for NATO, Pendarovski, reaffirmed the com-
mitment of the Republic of Macedonia to joining NATO as soon 
as possible and said he was confident that Macedonia was going to 
continue with the reform processes with unabated fervor.

At the meeting chaired by NATO Deputy Assistant Secretary 
General James Appathurai, support was expressed for the Program 
and the ongoing reform processes as well as the efforts of the 
Government of the Republic of Macedonia to implement them as 
soon as possible.

Prior to the meeting, the Macedonian delegation held brief bi-
lateral talks with Deputy Assistant Secretary General Appathurai.
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 stAtE sECrEtAry DIMOvsKI MEEts WItH INDONEsIAN 
PArlIAMENtAry GrOUP fOr COOPErAtION 

WItH MACEDONIAN PArlIAMENt

MINIstrIEs Of fOrEIGN AffAIrs Of MACEDONIA AND 
MONtENEGrO HOlD POlItICAl CONsUltAtIONs

On 5 December, the State Secretary at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Viktor Dimovski, received members 

of the Indonesian Parliamentary Group for Friendship and 
Cooperation with the Parliament of the Republic of Macedonia 

during their visit to the country. It was said at the meeting 
that there was vast untapped potential for promoting coopera-
tion in many areas of common interest, primarily economy, 
education, culture and tourism.

On 5 December, at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, political 
consultations were held between the Ministries of Foreign 

Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro led by 
the Macedonian Secretary of State, Viktor Dimovski, and the 
Director General for Bilateral Relations at the Montenegrin 
Foreign Ministry, Ivan Leković. The joint European and Euro-
Atlantic commitment of the two countries and their readiness 
to promote cooperation in this area and to continue giving 
support to each other was reaffirmed at the meeting. Opin-
ions were also shared about the possibilities for promoting 
cooperation in other areas, especially in the fields of economy, 
energy, transport, tourism, agriculture, education and culture.
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Diplomats are people with a mission. Their mission is to build 
bridges of cooperation between nations and to seek out effec-

tive ways in which nations, cultures and traditions can learn more 
about each other and can come closer to one another. It is in this 
context that I see the role of honorary consuls including my own. 

It is this year that the role of the honorary consul of Finland 
in Macedonia can be seen and described in the most vivid way 
since this is the year when Finland celebrates a hundred years 
of independence. The centennial was observed all over the world 
with more than 2,200 events, some of which were staged in our 
region as well, with the aim of presenting and promoting Finland’s 
design, art, cinematography, dance, tradition and business. These 
events were conceieved in a way that enables people to see Finland 
from various viewpoints and to recognize its values and positive 
characteristics such as its tradition of cultivating equality and 

democracy. The Tikveš winery supports true values and a broad 
range of cultural events. Hence its support for the events arranged 
for the celebration of the centennial of Finland’s independence not 
only in Macedonia but also in the region. One of these events was 
the concert of classical music in Skopje, at which compositions by 
Jean Sibelius, the world-known Finnish composer, were performed. 
The whole event, attended by Macedonian public figures, diplomats, 
businessmen, artists, distinguished professionals and friends of 
Finland, was sponsored by Tikveš. Through the strong bond between 
the timeless music of the great Finnish composer and Macedonia’s 
top-quality wine, we made a step further toward the achievement 
of our goal and mission of helping the two cultures and societies 
learn more about each other and of creating as many possibilities 
for cooperation as possible. 

Also, this year, within the activities of marking one hundred years 
of Finland’s independence, a visit to Macedonia was arranged of the 

MAcedoniA cAn benefit froM 
finlAnd’s knoWledge And 
experience in MAny AreAs

honorAry consuls Svetozar Janevski, Honorary Consul of the Republic of Finland 
in the Republic of Macedonia

It is this year that the role 
of the honorary consul of 
Finland in Macedonia can 
be seen and described in the 
most vivid way since this 
is the year when Finland 
celebrates a hundred years 
of independence. The 
centennial was observed 
all over the world with 
more than 2,200 events

MAcedoniA in focus
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Finnish Minister of Foreign Affairs, Timo Soini. From his meeting 
with the Foreign Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, Nikola 
Dimitrov, a clear message was sent, namely that Finland, together 
with the other Nordic countries, is willing to get more closely involved 
in the resolution of the problems that our country and the whole 
region are faced with and to help the region’s European integration, 
which is of great importance. It was said that the establishment of 
connections between Macedonia and Finland opened up additional 
possibilities for closer trade and economic cooperation between the 
two countries, which have so far been at an exceptionally low level. 

In the period ahead, we are going to need any form of help 
and bearing this in mind I personally believe that if Macedonia 
demonstrates readiness, ways and forms should be found through 
which the experience of organized societies such as the Finnish 
society can be used as that will help us open up new perspectives 
for development of economic relations between our two countries. 
Our country may benefit from Finland’s knowledge and experience 
in other areas as well, such as education, in which, by its innovation 
and reform, this Nordic country is considered a global leader. 

In addition to the activities of building bridges of cooperation 
between Finland and Macedonia, a part of my mission as an honorary 
consul is also to arrange various formal and informal meetings with 
representatives of the diplomatic corps in the country, at which, 
regardless of the event’s topic and purpose, we always try to present 
something nice, authentic and truly significant about our country, 
its culture, traditions and, of course, economic potentials. One of 
those events is the Diplomatic Grape Harvest at which diplomats 
in Macedonia learn about one of our country’s most beautiful 
traditions related to the creation of an exciting and unique story about 
Macedonian wine. Over the course of the year, we also organize other 

types of events and activities where ambassadors and representatives 
of consular offices in Macedonia may learn some more about the 
country’s export potentials and natural attractions. When you share 
most sincerely with a person the best part of you and your country 
and you truly show them they are welcome in your country, your 
company and your home, then the chances of turning that person 
into a real friend of your country are immense. Turning diplomats 
into real friends of our country also has many other direct and 
indirect benefits for the country and its Euro-Atlantic aspirations. 

MAcedoniA in focus

AMbAssADOr MIlAN JAZbEC DElIvErs lECtUrE

The Ambassador of the Republic of 
Slovenia to the Republic of Mace-

donia, Milan Jazbec, held a lecture at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 14 
December. Titled “The Challenges of 
Postmodern Diplomacy”, the lecture was 
attended by numerous diplomats as well  
as graduates from the Iustinianus Primus 
Faculty of Law in Skopje. 

Ambassador Jazbec talked about the 
development of diplomacy since its be-
ginnings, about its role in international 
relations and the manners and means 
through which it was exercised in various 
historic stages (agricultural, industrial, 
modern/multilateral and information/postmodern). He spoke 
about the characteristics and functioning of postmodern di-
plomacy, the changes in multilateral and bilateral diplomacy 
and the demonopolization of the ministries of foreign affairs 

(inclusion of domestic/foreign experts, professors, etc). He 
particularly emphasized the role of public diplomacy, which 
includes the Internet/virtual diplomacy, media outlets, social 
networking sites, Twitter, etc.

In the period ahead, we are 
going to need any form of 

help and bearing this in mind 
I personally believe that if 
Macedonia demonstrates 

readiness, ways and forms 
should be found through 

which the experience of 
organized societies such as the 

Finnish society can be used 
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When it snows, Krusevo is the right place to spend you winter 
vacation, especially if you are a ski or snowboarding beginner, 

or you prefer sledding to skiing and enjoy talking long walks in 
the snow and the winter landscape. 

In the immediate vicinity of the town are 1.2-km long ski slopes 
for downhill skiing and 4.5-km long trails for cross-country skiing 
and biathlon reachable with a cable car that starts in the center 
of Krusevo. There are also two ski lifts on the ski slopes and 6-km 
long trails for mountain biking. The Gumenje recreational center 
features five fields for futsal, handball, tennis and volleyball and 
two large fields for football, as well as a 300-seat sports hall for 
volleyball and basketball. 

KrUsEvO – MACEDONIA’s  
mountain paraDise

experience MAcedoniA
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The Krusevo ski center has recently been modernized with the 
intention of turning this little town into one of Macedonia’s top 
winter destinations. On the ski slopes, there is new equipment 
to make snow and illuminate the ski hills. The project involves 
construction of a reservoir lake to help produce snow and setting 
up of a system of snow guns on two ski slopes at the center. Plans 
are also to fully illuminate two ski slopes and adapt them for night 
skiing as well as to build a snowboarding terrain park in which 
modular ramps and fixtures for acrobatic snowboarding will be 
mounted. A snow groomer has also been provided to maintain 
the ski slopes as well as a snowmobile for the needs of the rescue 
service and the Krusevo ski center personnel. 

In recent years, Krusevo has been going through a genuine 
renaissance in both summer and winter. Tourists have discovered 
this Macedonian mountain paradise filled with sites that are truly 
worth visiting such as Meckin Kamen, the Ilinden monument 
(Makedonium), the Nikola Martinoski memorial house and gallery, 
the Toše Proeski museum, etc. Accommodation is hard to find 
ahead of the New Year and Christmas holidays. Everything – from 
hotels to villas to private apartments – is sold out. Tourists have 
learned that they can gain a lot for little money. Prices are affordable 
whether in hotels, restaurants or coffee shops. When in Krusevo, 
tasting some of the local specialties – homemade sausages, cheese 
in an earthenware pot, Turkish delight and celufki – is a must. 

The Krusevo ski center 
has recently been 

modernized with the 
intention of turning 
this little town into 

one of Macedonia’s top 
winter destinations

experience MAcedoniA

© Photo: Stojan Toshe Nikolovski
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The exhibition titled “The Population of Porece. Macedonian 
Porece 1932–1933”, staged in cooperation with the Embassy 

of the Republic of Poland, opened at the Museum of Macedonia, 
on 14 December. The event featured unique photographs and field 
recordings by Polish ethnographer Józef Obrębski, who conducted 
field research in Porece from August 1932 until March 1933. 

The exhibition was opened by the Macedonian Minister of Culture, 
Robert Alagjozovski, and Polish Ambassador Jacek Multanowski. 
The author of the exhibition, Professor Anna Engelking of the 
Polish Academy of Sciences, was a special guest to the exhibition. 

Obrębski (1905–1967) conducted field research in the Macedonia 
region of Porece for little over half a year, from the middle of August 
1932 until the end of March 1933. During most of that period, he lived 
in the village of Volce, in the home of Kire and Kole Krajčevski. The 
negatives of Obrębski’s extensive documentation that also included 
550 photographs “survived” the period of the German occupation 
of Warsaw buried in metal boxes in the scholar’s backyard. 

An exhibition of documents and photographs titled “Russians 
in Macedonia (1920–1940)” opened at the Museum of the 

Macedonian Struggle for Sovereignty and Independence on 18 
December. In the attendance of many guests and representatives 
of the diplomatic corps, the exhibition was opened by the Director 
of the State Archives of the Republic of Macedonia, Kiril Petrov, 
and the Ambassador of the Russian Federation to Macedonia, H.E. 
Oleg Shcherbak. The centennial of the Russian Revolution was 
the occasion for staging the exhibition, dedicated to the Russian 
emigrants who opposed the October Revolution and the so-called 
“new order”, left Russia and, as a result of a set of circumstances, 
remained in Macedonia. 

exhibition of porece photogrAphs by polish  
ethnogrApher obrębski opens At MuseuM of MAcedoniA 

russiAns in MAcedoniA (1920–1940) exhibition  
opens At MuseuM of MAcedoniAn struggle

experience MAcedoniA

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs wishes to thank its staff, Stevo SiMSki, Gordana GliGorovA, Marika BoGoevSkA, 
Blagoja TAlevSki. Mitra kMeTovSkA and ljupčo lAMBeSki, who retired in 2017, for everything they did for the institution.


