
Ministry of foreign AffAirs of the republic of MAcedoniA
JA

n
u

A
r

y
 2

01
8

D i p l o m a t i c  B u l l e t i n
MACEDONIAN

MACEDONIAN DElEgAtION At  
WOrlD ECONOMIC FOruM IN DAvOs

IN FOCus

FOrEIgN MINIstErs  
DIMItrOv AND KOtzIAs  

MEEt IN thEssAlONIKI

FOrEIgN MINIstEr DIMItrOv PAys  
WOrKINg vIsIt tO BrussEls

MAvrOvO NAtIONAl PArK

PAgE 6

PAgE 5

PAgE 14-16

DIPlOMAtIC NEWs

M
d

b
 n

o.
 1

24
/2

01
8

PAgE 4

Foreign Minister DiMitrov Meets with  
nAto secretAry generAl stoltenberg

PAgE 2-3



MACEDONIAN DIPLOMATIC BULLETIN No. 124 – 20182

diploMAtic neWs

Macedonian Diplomatic Bulletin was 
founded in October 2006 by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia.

Filip II Makedonski 7, 1000 Skopje  
Republic of Macedonia

www.mfa.gov.mk
mdb@mfa.gov.mk

Editor:
Vladimir Efremovski

Editorial Board:
Zuko Rizvanski, Shaban Jashari,  
Sejfullah Shaqiri and Viktorija Trajkov 

Adviser:
Sasko Todorovski

Photo: 
Oliver Acev 

Published monthly by:
Macedonian Information Centre

Director: Dragan Antonov

Chief Translator: Aleksandra Ilievska

Mdb

No. 124
January 2018

The articles published in Macedonian 
Diplomatic Bulletin do not necessarily 
represent the views of the Macedonian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs or the 
Macedonian Information Centre.

© 2018

Naum Naumovski Borce 73,  
1000 Skopje, Republic of Macedonia 
www.micnews.com.mk

From 24 to 26 January, a delegation of the 
Republic of Macedonia, led by Prime 

Minister Zoran Zaev, participated in the 
48th annual meeting of the World Economic 
Forum in Davos, the Swiss Confederation, 
attended by heads of state and government, 
other state officials as well as leaders of the 
largest companies in the world. The main 
theme of the Forum was “Creating a Shared 
Future in a Fractured World”. The Forum 
was addressed, among others, by the Prime 
Minister of Canada, Justin Trudeau, the 
Prime Minister of Italy, Paolo Gentiloni, the 
Chancellor of Germany, Angela Merkel, the 
President of France, Emmanuel Macron, the 

Prime Minister of Great Britain, Theresa May, 
the President of the USA, Donald Trump, and 
the President of the EC, Jean-Claude Juncker. 

Prime Minister Zaev participated in panel 
discussions and working meetings with world 
economic leaders, potential investors and 
other senior guests from the region, the EU 
and the USA. He also took part in the debate 
“Accelerating the Long-Term Development of 
the Western Balkans”. Among those who par-
ticipated in this debate were the President of 
the Republic of Serbia, Aleksandar Vučić, the 
President of the Republic of Kosovo, Hashim 
Thaçi, the Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Bulgaria, Boyko Borissov, the Prime Minister 

MAcedoniAn delegAtion At  
World econoMic foruM in dAvos
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of Montenegro, Duško Marković, the Prime Minister of the Republic 
of Croatia, Andrej Plenković, the Prime Minister of the Republic 
of Albania, Edi Rama, the Chairman of the Council of Ministers 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Denis Zvizdić, the Commissioner for 
European Neighborhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations, 
Johannes Hahn, UN Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs 
Jeffrey Feltman and CEOs of several major companies running 
businesses in the region of the Western Balkans. 

On the sidelines of the Forum, Macedonian Prime Minister 
Zaev met with the Prime Minister of the Hellenic Republic, Alexis 
Tsipras, who also participated in the Forum. At the meeting held 
in a friendly and constructive atmosphere, the two prime ministers 
discussed options for resolving the problem that the Hellenic Repub-
lic has with the constitutional name of the Republic of Macedonia. 
The two heads of government later held a joint news conference at 
which Prime Minister Zaev said, “We are strongly committed to the 
implementation of confidence-building measures with our neighbor 
in order to contribute to the resolution of the pending issue in the 
interest of the citizens of both countries.” The Prime Minister of the 
Hellenic Republic, Tsipras, expressed gratitude for the opportunity 
of holding the meeting and stressed that the two leaders had the 
possibility to find a solution to the problem dividing the two nations. 

He also said that, in addition to resolving the name dispute, the two 
countries also had a common interest in establishing bilateral rela-
tions on solid foundations. On the sidelines of the Forum, Prime 
Minister Zaev held several bilateral meetings including with the 
Commissioner for European Neighborhood Policy and Enlargement 
Negotiations, Johannes Hahn.

Continued from page 2

MINIstEr DIMItrOv’s 
ACtIvItIEs At WOrlD 

ECONOMIC FOruM IN DAvOs 

On 25 January, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, who was 

part of the Macedonian delegation attending the 48th 
annual meeting of the World Economic Forum in Davos, 
addressed the informal gathering of world economic lead-
ers on the subject of “Identity, Integration and Migration.” 
On that occasion, he pointed out: “Our experience of the 
migrant/refugee crisis and the economic emigration from 
the countries of the Western Balkans have shown us that 
the European integration of the region is a security impera-
tive for the EU itself and that the economic progress of the 
countries of the region is our common duty.”

On the sidelines of the Forum, Minister Dimitrov had 
a meeting with EU Commissioner Johannes Hahn, which 
focused on the forthcoming EU Enlargement Strategy. Min-
ister Dimitrov reiterated the expectations that this document 
would properly recognize the progress of the Republic of 
Macedonia in the reform processes and good-neighborly 
relations, thus being an additional impetus for the country 
on its path to a realistic and achievable European perspec-
tive. Minister Dimitrov also met with Bulgarian Prime 
Minister Boyko Borissov, the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Hellenic Republic, Nikos Kotzias, former British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair, UN Under-Secretary-General 
for Political Affairs Jeffrey Feltman, Spanish Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation Alfonso Dastis, Albanian 
Foreign Minister Ditmir Bushati, Montenegrin Minister 
of European Affairs Aleksandar Pejović, Swiss Foreign 
Minister Ignazio Cassis and MEP Marietje Schaake.
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On 18 January, Macedonia’s Minster of Foreign Af-
fairs, Nikola Dimitrov, received NATO Secretary 

General Jens Stoltenberg during his first official visit to 
the Republic of Macedonia. Minister Dimitrov stressed 
that Secretary General Stoltenberg’s visit was of crucial 
significance to the Republic of Macedonia and was a 
strong encouragement to the effort of making 2018 a 
historically important year for both the country and 
the region. He thanked him for the continued support 
for Macedonia’s Euro-Atlantic integration and said he 
expected a positive outcome from the NATO Summit 
in July this year. 

Minister Dimitrov spoke about the proactive dip-
lomatic approach of the Republic of Macedonia to the 
achievement of its foreign policy priorities – receiving an 
invitation to join NATO and being set a date to open EU 
membership negotiations. He also confirmed the resolve 
and political will of the Government of the Republic 
of Macedonia to complete the reform processes and promote good-
neighborly relations and regional cooperation timely and efficiently. 

“To the Republic of Macedonia NATO membership means stability 
for the country and the region,” Minister Dimitrov said. 

NATO Secretary General Stoltenberg reaffirmed NATO’s open-
door policy and talked about his positive impressions from the 
democratic development of the country, expressing support for the 
reform processes of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia. 

Also, he encouraged the Macedonian authorities to take advantage 
of the country’s positive momentum to fulfill their Euro-Atlantic 
aspiration. 

During his visit to the Republic of Macedonia, the NATO Secre-
tary General addressed the Parliament of the Republic of Macedonia 
and met with Macedonian President Gjorge Ivanov, Prime Minister 
Zoran Zaev, Defense Minister Radmila Šekerinska and leaders of 
political parties. 

foreign Minister diMitrov Meets With  
nAto secretAry generAl stoltenberg
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At the invitation of the Macedonian Prime Minister’s Office, a 
delegation of the Diplomatic Club met with Prime Minister 

Zoran Zaev on 3 January.
At the meeting, Prime Minister Zaev spoke about current issues 

regarding Macedonia’s foreign policy aimed at achieving the strategic 
interests of the country in relation to its European Union and NATO 
membership, good-neighborly relations as well as relations with the 
USA and other countries on the global political stage.

priMe Minister ZAev 
Meets With diploMAtic 
club delegAtion

FOrEIgN MINIstEr 
DIMItrOv PAys WOrKINg 
vIsIt tO BrussEls 

Nikola Dimitrov, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Macedonia, went to Brussels on 23 January 

to pay a working visit to European Union institutions. He met 
with the Vice-President of the European Commission and the 
EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, 
Federica Mogherini, the European Commission First Vice-
President, Frans Timmermans, the European Commissioner 
for Education, Culture, Youth and Sport, Tibor Navracsics, the 
Director General for Enlargement, Christian Danielsson, and 
MEPs Andrey Kovatchev and Ivo Vajgl. Minister Dimitrov also 
met with EC President Jean-Claude Juncker’s Chief of Staff, 
Martin Selmayr, and had a chance on that occasion to have a 
brief conversation with Mr. Juncker as well. The visit sought 
to promote the reform achievements and the new, European 
approach to good-neighborly relations in the light of the 
coming release of the EC President Juncker’s EU Enlargement 
Strategy in February 2018. 

Talks revolved around the Strategy and the expectations 
that this document will lend confirmation to the realistic and 
attainable European perspective for the Republic of Macedonia 
and the countries of the region. Minister Dimitrov emphasized 
the need for a merit-based approach to the process of European 
integration and reiterated the importance of opening EU 
membership negotiations soon as that decision would solidify 
the European future of the Republic of Macedonia. 

“The greatest patriotic duty of our generation is to succeed 
in catching the train to the EU and secure a European future, 
stability and prosperity for the Macedonian citizens,” Minister 
Dimitrov said. 

He also spoke about the social challenges as well as about 
the next steps in the implementation of reform priorities. 
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On 22 January, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, held a working meeting with the 

ambassadors of the European Union member states to the Republic 
of Macedonia. He took the occasion to inform them about the latest 
developments and ongoing reforms in the Republic of Macedonia 
and to reaffirm the commitment of the Republic of Macedonia to 
opening membership negotiations with the EU and the necessity 
of giving credibility to the EU integration process. Simultaneously 
he reported on the specific reform activities, particularly in the 
priorities areas: judiciary, good governance, public administration 
and communications surveillance. 

“We need to take every chance of success. We are going to do all 
in our power to convince you that we can be a factor of success, for 
us, the region and the Union,” Minister Dimitrov said. 

The EU ambassadors expressed support and voiced encourag-
ing messages for what the Government had done until then. They 
also stressed the importance of making sure the process of reforms 
was uninterrupted as that was important to determine the further 
course and dynamics of the European integration process. In that 
context, the ambassadors underlined how important it was for the 
Republic of Macedonia to focus on the implementation of the urgent 
reform priorities. 

foreign Minister diMitrov holds Working Meeting  
With AMbAssAdors of eu MeMber stAtes to MAcedoniA

FOrEIgN MINIstErs DIMItrOv AND 
KOtzIAs MEEt IN thEssAlONIKI

On 11 January in Thessaloniki, a meeting was held of the 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia 

and the Hellenic Republic, Nikola Dimitrov and Nikos Kotzias. 
The meeting was held within the framework of the estab-

lished dialogue and consultations between the two countries, 
aimed at strengthening transparency and mutual trust. At the 
meeting, the ministers had a good conversation focusing on 
how to promote bilateral relations and cooperation in a broader 
context relating to the ongoing confidence-building measures. 

They said they both expected that at the coming meeting 
on 17 January 2018, the personal envoy of the UN Secretary 

General, Mr. Matthew Nimetz, was going to table an initial 
framework that would be a meaningful step forward in the 
process of overcoming the name difference. Ministers Dimitrov 
and Kotzias discussed the methodology, the both countries’ 
approach and the framework of the process of overcoming the 
name difference, and agreed to become more closely involved 
in the ongoing talks. 

Opinions were also shared on the confidence-building 
measures and the preparations for the following high-level 
meetings between the two countries. 
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FOrEIgN MINIstEr DIMItrOv MEEts WIth COuNCIl  
OF EurOPE huMAN rIghts COMMIssIONEr MuIžNIEKs

FOrEIgN MINIstEr DIMItrOv MEEts WIth  
EEAs DEPuty sECrEtAry gENErAl  
FOr POlItICAl AFFAIrs BEllIArD

On 31 January, Nikola Dimitrov, Macedonia’s Foreign 
Minister, received the Commissioner for Human Rights 

of the Council of Europe, Nils Muižnieks, who paid the Re-
public of Macedonia a multiple-day visit. The two officials 
exchanged views on how reforms with regard to human 
rights and freedoms unfolded in the Republic of Macedonia 
under the Government Program and Plan 3-6-9. Interethnic 
relations, inclusivity and cohesion in Macedonian society 
were tabled at the meeting with special emphasis being put 
on the responsibilities of the Republic of Macedonia arising 
from the international instruments of human rights. In that 
regard, Mr. Muižnieks welcomed the recent ratification of the 
Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating 
Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul 
Convention). The two officials agreed that the fulfillment of 
the Council of Europe standards on the rule of law, democracy 
and human rights was of particular importance in getting 
the Republic of Macedonia integrated into the European and 
Euro-Atlantic institutions sooner. 

On 12 January, Macedo-
nian Foreign Minister 

Nikola Dimitrov received 
Jean-Christophe Belliard, 
Deputy Secretary General 
for Political Affairs of the 
European External Action 
Service (EEAS). The meet-
ing took place within the 
framework of the meeting 
of political directors for Eu-
ropean affairs of the West-
ern Balkan countries hosted 
by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of 
Macedonia. 

Talks centered on the Eu-
ropean perspectives of the 
Republic of Macedonia and 
the countries of the region. Minister Dimitrov told his inter-
locutor about the achievements of the Republic of Macedonia 
in the implementation of internal reforms and the promotion 
of good-neighborly relations as well as about the Government’s 

plans and expectations for the period ahead. He underscored 
how necessary it was for European leaders, institutions and 
member states to support Macedonia in attaining its goal of 
opening accession negotiations with the EU. 



MACEDONIAN DIPLOMATIC BULLETIN No. 124 – 20188

diploMAtic neWs

FOrEIgN MINIstEr DIMItrOv At INtErNAtIONAl 
CONFErENCE ON rEsPONsIBIlIty OF stAtEs, INstItutIONs 

AND INDIvIDuAls IN FIghtINg ANtI-sEMItIsM

On 28 January, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, took part in the Interna-

tional Conference on the Responsibility of States, Institutions 
and Individuals in the Fight against Anti-Semitism in the OSCE 
Area, held in Rome under Italy’s OSCE Chairmanship. 

In his address at the Conference, Minister Dimitrov said that the 
commitment of the Republic of Macedonia as a multicultural and 
multiethnic state was to respect the human rights and freedoms 
of all its citizens and underlined the significance of the Jewish 
community in the Republic of Macedonia, which although not 
very numerous contributes a great deal to the cultural mosaic, 
traditions and relations of the country. He also said that no anti-
Semitic incident had been registered in the Republic of Macedonia.

Minister Dimitrov informed the conference participants that 
the 75th anniversary of the deportation of the Macedonian Jews to 
the Treblinka concentration camp would be marked on 12 March 
2018 and that for this occasion the Parliament of the Republic 
of Macedonia was expected to adopt a declaration condemning 
hate speech and anti-Semitism. 

Page 9 >
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 stAtE sECrEtAry DIMOvsKI hOsts EEAs MEEtINg 
WIth WEstErN BAlKAN POlItICAl DIrECtOrs

On 11 January, at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Macedonia, the second meeting was held of the European 

External Action Service (EEAS) led by Jean-Christophe Belliard, 
Deputy Secretary General for Political Affairs, with the political 
directors of the Western Balkan countries (WB6). Among the 
tabled issues were the European perspective of the Western 
Balkan countries, issues relating to the Eastern Partnership of 
the European Union, the harmonization with the EU’s Common 
Foreign and Security Policy and the latest developments in the 
region and beyond. 

The State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Viktor 
Dimovski, as the host of the meeting, welcomed the comprehensive 
commitment of the European Union in the Republic of Macedonia 
and the region, laying stress on the expectation for this commitment 
to be crowned with a final process of integration of the Balkans 
into the European Union. He reaffirmed the concrete steps of 

the Government of the Republic of Macedonia in the past year 
internally and externally and presented the activities regarding 
Macedonia’s EU integration to be carried out in 2018. 

On the sidelines of the Conference, Foreign Minister Dimitrov 
held bilateral meetings with the conference host, his Italian coun-
terpart Angelino Alfano, and Austrian Foreign Minister Karin 
Kneissl. At the meeting with Minister Kneissl, views were shared 
on the activities and reforms the Government of the Republic of 
Macedonia was carrying out for EU and NATO integration. Minis-
ter Kneissl hailed what the Macedonian Government is doing with 
regard to its domestic reform agenda and relations with neighbors. 

At his meeting with Italian Minister Alfano, Minister Dimi-
trov expressed gratitude for Italy’s activities and support for the 

Western Balkan countries extended within the Berlin Process 
and the Trieste Summit as well as for Italy’s principled support 
for the European future of the Republic of Macedonia, which, he 
said, was also in the interest of Italy and Europe. Minister Alfano 
welcomed the reform processes of the Government of the Republic 
of Macedonia and emphasized that Italy fully backed the process 
of European integration of the Republic of Macedonia. 

Ahead of the Conference, Minister Dimitrov and the other 
chiefs of delegation had an audience with Pope Francis in the  
Vatican. 

Continued from page 8
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PrEsIDENt IvANOv hOsts NEW yEAr rECEPtION

In Gevgelija, on 18 January, the President of the 
Republic of Macedonia, Gjorge Ivanov, hosted the 

traditional reception for the members of the diplo-
matic corps accredited to the Republic of Macedonia 
on the occasion of the New Year and Christmas. He 
delivered an address as host of the event, whereas Oleg 
Shcherbak, Ambassador of the Russian Federation, 
addressed the guests as doyen of the diplomatic corps. 

On the occasion of the great Christian Holiday of 
Epiphany – Vodici, on 19 January, President Ivanov 
and the representatives of the diplomatic corps at-
tended the ceremony of consecration of the water 
of Lake Dojran and the throwing of the Holy Cross. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia 
commemorated 27 January, International Holocaust Remem-

brance Day, paying homage to all the victims of the Holocaust 
including the 7,144 Jews from Macedonia. For that occasion, on 26 
January, on the premises of the Ministry, a commemoration was 
held at which Renata Deskoska, Minister of Education and Science 
of the Republic of Macedonia, and Berta Romano-Nikolik, held 
opening speeches. The event was also addressed by the Ambassa-
dors of the United Kingdom and the Federal Republic of Germany, 
Charles Garrett and Thomas Gerberich, OSCE Head of Mission 

Nina Suomalainen and the director of Vienna’s Centropa organi-
zation. The commemoration was also attended by the Minster of 
the Culture of the Republic of Macedonia, Robert Alagjozovski, 
as well as by representatives of the Jewish Community, diplomatic 
corps, academic community, media, civil society, etc. 

On the occasion of 27 January, an exhibition opened at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs called “The Lost World of the Sep-
hardi Jews in the Western Balkans” curated by pupils from the 
Petar Pop Arsov Elementary School in Skopje, specially trained 
for the occasion. 

foreign Ministry MArks  
internAtionAl holocAust reMeMbrAnce dAy
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conteMporAry irAniAn filM Week

stolevski’s “Would you look At her” Wins 
internAtionAl short filM Jury AWArd At sundAnce

MoscoW todAy exhibition opens At skopJe MuseuM 

The Contemporary Iranian Film Week 
was held at the Cinematheque of 

Macedonia from 22 to 27 January. The 
screened films included Kamal Tabrizi’s 
“Sweet Taste of Imagination,” Davoud 
Bidel’s “Once Upon a Time Love and 
Betrayal,” Maziar Miri’s “The Painting 
Pool,” Ehsan Abdipour’s “All Alone,” and 
Reza Mirkarimi’s “A Cube of Sugar” and 
“So Close, So Far”. The event was held 
in cooperation with the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Skopje, which 
selected the films. 

Would You Look at Her” directed and 
written by Goran Stolevski won 

the International Fiction Short Film Jury 
Award at the 34th Sundance Film Festival. 
The film was rewarded as the best from 
among 18 entries from around the world. 

It will also compete in the Clermont-
Ferrand International Short Film Festival 
from 3 to 10 February. 

The Moscow Today exhibition opened 
at the Museum of the City of Skopje 

on 30 January within the celebration of 24 
years of the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between the Russian Federa-
tion and the Republic of Macedonia. The 
exhibition was organized by the Em-
bassy of the Russian Federation in the 
Republic of Macedonia and the Russian 
Rossotrudnichestvo federal agency with 
support from the City of Skopje and the 
Museum of the City of Skopje. 

The exhibition featured renovated 
landmarks that Moscow is famous for 
worldwide, unique architecture and infrastructure projects car-
ried out in Moscow in the past several years and the possibilities 

for development of tourism, sport, education and culture that one 
of the country’s largest cities offers. 

“

diploMAcy And coMMunity
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As an honorary consul, I am happy to say that last year was 
especially successful in regard to the presentation of Ukraine 

in the Republic of Macedonia especially from the point of view of 
culture and education.

The event of the year in the Ukrainian-Macedonian cultural 
cooperation was the participation of Kiev’s Nova Opera, a group of 
young Ukrainian artists, in the international May Opera Evenings 
festival at the initiative of and with complete organizational support 
from the Embassy. On 15 May, on the main stage of the Macedonian 
Opera and Ballet, director Vlad Troitsky presented the opera-requiem 
“IYOV” (composed by Roman Grygoriv and Illia Razumeiko). 

From 22 May to 22 October, with support from the Embassy 
and the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Macedonia, at 
the Archeological Museum of Macedonia, an exhibit was held 
of 30 modern artistic photographs “Kiev-Pechersk Lavra – Saint 

of Ukraine”, which were sent from the National Kiev-Pechersk 
Historical and Cultural Reserve. With the administration of the 
museum, it was agreed that the exhibit should stay open for five 
months and that entrance for visitors should be free, which helped 
draw a considerable audience. 

In 2017 the Makavej publishing house published a collection of 
Ukrainian folk tales translated by V. Chorny-Meskova. More attention 
was directed towards the teaching of the Ukrainian language and 
literature at Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje.

In 2018 the plan is to hold a class on the subject of Ukrainian 
civilization.

In the context of the development of the interuniversity deal, in the 
spring of 2017, a Memorandum of Cooperation was signed between 
the Ss. Cyril and Methodius University Faculty of Philosophy and 
the Faculty for Social Sciences of the Uzhgorod National University.

successful culturAl And 
educAtionAl cooperAtion  
betWeen ukrAine And MAcedoniA

honorAry consuls Interview with Mr. Jovica Gjuričik, Honorary Consul of Ukraine 
in the Republic of Macedonia 

Born on 29 March 1959 in Skopje, 
Gjuričik graduated from the Ss. Cyril 
and Methodius University Faculty of 
Mechanical Engineering in Skopje and 
today he is manager and co-owner of 
Specijalna Oprema Skopje DOO Skopje. 
Married and a father of three 
children, he permanently resides 
in Macedonia’s capital. 
In 2010, in recognition of his 
contribution to the development of 
relations between the Republic of 
Macedonia and Ukraine, he was 
awarded a medal from the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine and 
was appointed honorary consul 
of Ukraine in Macedonia. 

MAcedoniA in focus
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 In an active phase was the cooperation between the St. Clement 
of Ohrid National and University Library and the Jaroslav Moudrý 
National Library of Ukraine with an exchange of literature taking 
place between the two institutions.

During the year, the Macedonian public, especially the Ukrainian 
community in Republic of Macedonia, had the chance to familiarize 
itself with the achievements of Ukrainian culture, to be included in 
the marking of important dates in the history of Ukraine. 

During 2017 with the help of the Embassy and the Honorary 
Consulate of Ukraine in Macedonia, the following events, aimed 
at presenting Ukraine in the Republic of Macedonia, were staged:

•	 On	14	April	at	Skopje	City	Mall	within	the	cultural	event	“Easter	
World Without Borders,” in cooperation with the Ukrainian 
community in Macedonia, a presentation was organized of 
Easter traditions in Ukraine and workshops were held for 
traditional Ukrainian Easter egg drawing and for preparing 
ceremonial dishes;

•	 On	26	April	at	the	Cathedral	Church	of	St.	Clement	of	Ohrid,	
a memorial service was held for the victims of the Chernobyl 
catastrophe in Ukraine;

•	 On	13	May	the	Ukrainian	Embassy	hosted	a	joint	watching	of	
the Eurovision 2017 final with representatives of the diplomatic 
corps, government structures, business community and 
diaspora;

•	 On	4	September	a	 reception	was	held	 to	mark	Ukraine’s	
Independence Day. There were around 300 guests at the 
event, including the Speaker of Parliament of the Republic of 
Macedonia, the President of the Supreme Court of the Republic 
of Macedonia, members of the Government and Parliament, 

representatives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and other 
ministries, diplomats, international organizers, scientific 
and cultural figures of Macedonia, and representatives of 
the Ukrainian diaspora and the business community in 
Macedonia. The Ukrainian folk band “Gudacka Taystra” 
(Uzhgorod) performed at the event, at which a presentation 
of works of art by S. Melnik, a Ukrainian artist from Skopje, 
and a tasting of Ukrainian dishes were also held;

•	 On	27	October	a	promotion	was	held	of	 the	professional	
achievements of the well-known Ukrainian climber, Maryna 
Kopteva, at the EHO Mountain Film Festival in Skopje;

•	 On	21	November	the	Embassy	celebrated	Ukraine’s	Dignity	
and Freedom Day in the attendance of Ukrainian MPs and 
representatives of the Ukrainian community in the Republic 
of Macedonia;

•	 On	27	November	a	memorial	service	was	held	at	the	Cathedral	
Church of St. Clement of Ohrid for the victims of the Terror-
Famine in Ukraine in 1932–1933.

•	 On	27	November	at	the	Faculty	of	Philosophy	of	Ss.	Cyril	and	
Methodius University a class was held on writing essays on 
the Terror-Famine in Ukraine.

•	 On	29	November	 the	movie	“Bitter	Harvest”	of	2017	was	
screened;

•	 On	29	November	the	exhibit	“Killed	by	Famine:	The	Unknown	
Genocide of the Ukrainians” opened;

•	 On	20	December	at	the	Embassy	of	Ukraine	an	event	was	held	
to observe 100 years of Ukrainian diplomacy. An exhibit on 
Ukraine’s foreign policy service opened and a reception was 
hosted to mark the occasion. 

MAcedoniA in focus

svEtOzAr JANEvsKI AWArDED  
KNIght FIrst ClAss OF FINlAND’s OrDEr OF lION 

The Honorary Consul of the 
Republic of Finland in the 

Republic of Macedonia, Sveto-
zar Janevski, was awarded the 
title of Knight, First Class, of 
the Order of the Lion of Finland 
in recognition of his efforts and 
outstanding contribution to the 
promotion of cooperation and 
friendship between the Republic 
of the Macedonia and the Repub-
lic of Finland. 

 The title conferred by the pres-
ident of the Republic of Finland 
was presented to Honorary Con-
sul Janevski by the Ambassador 
of the Republic of Finland to the 
Republic of Macedonia resident 
in Belgrade, Pertti Ikonen, at a 
ceremony in his residence. 
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The Mavrovo National Park covers an area of 73,088 hectares. 
The mountains that it includes are Korab, Desat, the south-

western parts of Sar Planina, most of Bistra and the northern 
parts of Krcin. The basin of the Radika River takes up a central 
position. The slopes of Mt. Bistra above the lake are an attractive 
winter destination for skiers. The park boasts a variety of interest-
ing relief shapes including river valleys, gorges, waterfalls, karst 
fields, karst depressions, sinkholes, caves, cirques, glacial lakes 
and various types of denudation forms. As far as vegetation goes, 
the population of beech trees is the most widespread. As a result 
of the pronounced relief differentiation, the Mavrovo National 
Park has an abundant flora consisting of more than a thousand 

MAvrOvO national park
experience MAcedoniA

As a result of the 
pronounced relief 

differentiation, the 
Mavrovo National Park 

has an abundant flora 
consisting of more than 

a thousand species of 
plants, 38 of which 
are tree species, 35 

are bush species and 
about 60 are endemic, 

relict or rare species 
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species of plants, 38 of which are tree species, 35 are bush species 
and about 60 are endemic, relict or rare species. 

The Mavrovo National Park is traditionally home to seven plant 
species and the only place where 12 rare plant species can be found 
in the Republic of Macedonia. It is also home to another 33 species 
of plants, very rarely found elsewhere in the country. The fauna in 
the Mavrovo National Park is likewise highly varied. It consists of 
140 bird species, the most significant among which are the grey 
falcon, the imperial eagle, the golden eagle, the tawny owl, the 
Eurasian eagle-owl, the hen harrier, the steppe harrier as well as 
11 amphibians, 12 reptiles and 38 mammals, worth mentioning 
among which are the bear, the lynx, the wild goat and the wild cat. 

© Photo: Dejan Sokolovski

The Mavrovo National 
Park is traditionally 
home to seven plant 
species and the only 
place where 12 rare 
plant species can be 

found in the Republic 
of Macedonia. It is also 

home to another 33 
species of plants, very 

rarely found elsewhere 
in the country
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diploMAtic neWs

LAKE MAVROVO is a reservoir lake in Macedonia’s northwest. 
It is at an elevation of 1,200 meters above sea level amidst high 

mountain forests. Mt. Vlainica is to the south and Sar Planina is 
to the north. Until 1947, at the site of the lake was the Mavrovo 
Valley traversed by the Mavrovo River. In 1947, however, the river 
was blocked with a huge earthen dam at the point where it exited 
the valley on its way to the Radika. The valley then started to fill 
with water and Lake Mavrovo was created. The newly created 
lake submerged 1,370 hectares of land, largely meadows, trapping 
about 357 million cubic meters of water. Lake Mavrovo is 10 km 
long and 3 to 5 km wide. Its biggest depth of 50 meters is near the 
dam, which is 54 meters high, 210 meters long and 5 meters wide. 
At its base, the dam is 286 meters wide with 705,000 cubic meters 
of material built in it. 

Today, in addition to the smaller tributaries, the Radika is also 
filling the lake with water. The river’s channeled water is used for 
power generation and irrigation. In winter, the lake freezes every 

year. Lake Mavrovo has been stocked with trout and other species 
of fish and its surroundings are rich in game. All around, high 
deciduous and coniferous forests rise above the lake mirroring 
themselves in its crystal clear water. 

experience MAcedoniA

MDB would like to extend a warm welcome and wish a successful diplomatic mission in the Republic of Macedonia to:

H.E. Mr. Moayad Fathallah El Dalie, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Arab Republic of Egypt, 
resident in Sofia, and

H.E. Mrs. Kati Csaba, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Canada, resident in Belgrade.

MAvrOvO national park


