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On 25 February, European Commission 
President Jean-Claude Juncker, accom-

panied by EU Commissioner for Neighbor-
hood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations 
Johannes Hahn, paid a visit to the Republic 
of Macedonia as part of his tour of the region 
on the occasion of the EU Strategy for the 
Western Balkans. The Republic of Macedo-
nia was the first country these two officials 
visited. During the visit, the President of the 
European Commission, Juncker, met with the 
Prime Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, 
Zoran Zaev. At the joint press conference 
they later held together, the most important 
issues tabled at the meeting were presented.

Talking to foreign and local reporters, 
Prime Minister Zaev said that, “With the 
Strategy, the European Commission con-
firms the European future of the Republic 
of Macedonia as a geographic part of Europe 
which will also become part of the political 
structure of the European Union”.

European Commission President Juncker 
said for his part that Macedonia was part 
of Europe not only geographically but also 
historically. The European Union is not only 
a community based on common economic 
interests but, more importantly, it is a union 
of common values. These values are shared 
and rendered stronger by Macedonia. As 
Juncker explained, the country surprised the 
world with the implementation of reforms 
and if it continued on the same path, it would 
give the European Commission a chance to 
recommend the Council to open negotiations 
in a few months.

Juncker also met with the President of the 
Republic of Macedonia, Gjorge Ivanov. The 
current political situation in the Republic 
of Macedonia, the process of Euro-Atlantic 
integration and the key challenges to the 
region and the European Union were tabled 
at the meeting.

ec president JeAn-clAude Juncker 
Visits republic of MAcedoniA
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On 19 February, the President of the Republic of Mace-
donia, Gjorge Ivanov, commenced his official several-

day visit to the Republic of Turkey. During his visit, he met 
with the President of the Republic of Turkey, Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan. At the meeting, President Ivanov thanked his host 
for the principled and unreserved support and especially for 
the manner in which the Republic of Turkey supports the 
Republic of Macedonia on its way to full NATO member-
ship. Turkish President Erdoğan reiterated the support of 
the Republic of Turkey for the integration of the Republic of 
Macedonia into NATO and reaffirmed Turkey’s principled 
position on the use of the constitutional name of the Re-
public of Macedonia.

President Ivanov also met with the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Turkey, Binali Yıldırım, and the Speaker of the 
Grand National Assembly of the Republic of Turkey, İsmail 
Kahraman. Views were exchanged at the meetings on the 
overall bilateral relations between the Republic of Macedonia and 
the Republic of Turkey. President Ivanov also laid flowers in the 
Mustafa Kemal Atatürk Mausoleum in Ankara.

In Ankara, before the members of the Higher Education Council 
of the Republic of Turkey and the rectors of all state and private 
universities in the Republic of Turkey, President Ivanov gave a lec-

ture on “The Challenges to Higher Education in the Third Millen-
nium”. President Ivanov  also addressed the opening of the World 
Business Angels Investment Forum and was presented with the 
World Leadership Award on the occasion of the proclamation of 
the School for Young Leaders as the best socially responsible project 
in Europe for 2017.

At the invitation of the President of the Republic of Mace-
donia, Gjorge Ivanov, the President of the Republic of 

Bulgaria, Rumen Radev, paid an official visit to the Republic of 
Macedonia on 16 and 17 February. At a joint press conference 
after the meeting, President Ivanov said that after signing 
the Agreement on Friendship, Good-Neighborly Relations 
and Cooperation, which would greatly contribute to the 
development of the overall bilateral cooperation, it would 
be good for Skopje and Sofia to also conclude a strategic 
partnership agreement like those the Republic Macedonia 
had already concluded with the United States of America 
and the Republic of Turkey. 

Ivanov and Radev also met with the businessmen and the 
presidents of the chambers of commerce of both countries. 
At the meeting, the two presidents stressed that the Repub-
lic of Macedonia and the Republic of Bulgaria should have 
more successful business cooperation, better infrastructure, more 
projects, greater exchange of goods and people and much better 
communication at all levels.

The President of the Republic of Bulgaria, Radev, also met with the 
Speaker of Parliament of the Republic of Macedonia, Talat Xhaferi, 
and the Prime Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev. 
At the meetings, the two countries’ commitment to promoting 
economic relations and increasing trade was reaffirmed. It was also 
jointly assessed that the signing and ratification of the Agreement on 
Friendship, Good-Neighborly Relations and Cooperation between 

the two countries opened up new perspectives and possibilities for 
cooperation.

Bulgarian President Radev together with Metropolitan Nikolai of 
Plovdiv and Metropolitan Kipriyan of Stara Zagora, who were part 
of the Bulgarian delegation, accompanied by Metropolitan Timotej 
of Debar and Kicevo, visited the Monastery of St. John the Baptist, 
better known as the Bigorski Monastery.

President Radev and the members of the Bulgarian delegation 
also laid flowers at the grave of Goce Delčev at the Church of St. 
Spas in Skopje.

president iVAnoV pAys officiAl Visit to republic of turkey

bulgAriAn president rAdeV pAys  
officiAl Visit to republic of MAcedoniA
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On 13 February, at the UN Office in Vienna, the personal envoy 
of the UN Secretary General, Matthew Nimetz, had a joint 

meeting with the Foreign Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, 
Nikola Dimitrov, and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Hellenic 

Republic, Nikos Kotzias. After their constructive meeting, which was 
part of the efforts to find a mutually acceptable solution to overcome 
the name difference, the foreign ministers agreed to continue the 
efforts under the auspices of the UN.

un secretAry generAl's personAl enVoy niMetz 
Meets With foreign Ministers of republic 
of MAcedoniA And hellenic republic

On 15 February, the President of the Republic of Macedonia, 
Gjorge Ivanov, hosted the traditional working lunch with the 

ambassadors of the Visegrád Group member countries accredited 
to the Republic of Macedonia. The meeting was attended by the 
Ambassador of Hungary, László István Dux, the Ambassador of the 
Slovak Republic, Henrik Markus, the Ambassador of the Republic 
of Poland, Jacek Multanowski, and the Ambassador of the Czech 
Republic, Miroslav Toman. President Ivanov and the ambassadors 
discussed ways to further promote bilateral relations and coopera-
tion, the current political situation in the Republic of Macedonia, the 
process of EU and NATO integration and the key challenges facing 
the European Union and the European continent. The ambassadors 
welcomed the efforts of the Republic of Macedonia to join the EU 
and NATO as soon as possible and expressed assurance that the 
Visegrád Group countries would continue to support Macedonia’s 
European and Euro-Atlantic aspirations. The possibilities for future 
activities in the economic sphere with the aim of deepening economic 

cooperation and increasing trade between the Republic of Macedonia 
and the countries of the Visegrád Group were also tabled.

president iVAnoV hosts trAditionAl Working lunch 
With AMbAssAdors of Visegrád group countries 
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PrIME MINIstEr ZAEV PAys OffICIAl VIsIt 
tO fEDErAl rEPublIC Of gErMANy

The Prime Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, Zoran 
Zaev, and a senior government delegation composed of 

Radmila Šekerinska, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defense, Bujar Osmani, Deputy Prime Minister in charge of 
European Affairs, and Nikola Dimitrov, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, paid an official visit to the Federal Republic of Germany 
on 21 February. 

Within the framework of the visit, Prime Minister Zoran 
Zaev had a meeting with Chancellor Angela Merkel after 
which they held a joint press conference and presented the 
most important points of their meeting.

Prime Minister Zaev said he was satisfied with the meeting, 
pointing out that this year the two countries marked 25 years 
of the establishment of diplomatic relations. "Facts can best 
confirm how fruitful the cooperation is between Macedonia 
and Germany. The Federal Republic of Germany is Macedonia's 
trade partner number 1. The value of trade has reached about 
3.6 billion euros and is growing every year," Zaev said. He 
focused on the cooperation in the field of defense and security, 
noting that the Republic of Macedonia highly appreciated the 
strong messages of support coming from the Federal Republic 
of Germany for its strategic commitments of EU and NATO 
membership, especially through the Berlin Process for the 
Western Balkans. At the press conference, he encouraged 
German companies to continue expanding their businesses 
in the Republic of Macedonia.

Welcoming her Macedonian counterpart, German 
Chancellor Merkel underlined that Germany remained a 
strong partner to the Republic of Macedonia and that mutual 
cooperation was going to intensify further bearing in mind 
the reform agenda of the sitting government. Merkel said that 
the Republic of Macedonia now had a stable government that 
implemented reform policies in the interest of the citizens of 
the country and that these policies were necessary in order 
to accomplish Macedonia's aspirations of EU and NATO 
membership.

During his official visit to the Federal Republic of Germany, 
Prime Minister Zaev also met with President Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier. They assessed the development of relations between 
the Republic of Macedonia and the Federal Republic of Germany 
as exceptionally positive and dynamic and agreed that these 
relations would continue and that they were particularly 
important for the upcoming period of key significance to the 
Republic of Macedonia.

At the headquarters of the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, Prime 
Minister Zaev delivered an address titled "From Challenges 
to Perspectives: The Democratic Reforms and Euro-Atlantic 
Integration of the Republic of Macedonia". He also met with 
a delegation of the Association of German Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (DIHK) led by the Chamber's Deputy 

CEO, Dr. Volker Treier. Both delegations expressed great 
satisfaction with the way economic relations between the 
Republic Macedonia and the Federal Republic of Germany 
had developed. 
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The Prime Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev, 
paid an official visit to the Republic of Turkey on 11 and 12 

February. He was accompanied by the Minister without Portfolio, 
Adnan Kahil, Members of Parliament Enes Ibraimi and Jusuf 
Hasan, and the State Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Viktor Dimovski.

Prime Minister Zaev, accompanied by the Minister without 
Portfolio, Kahil, met with the President of the Republic of Turkey, 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, who was accompanied by Deputy Prime 
Minister Hakan Çavuşoğlu. It was said at the meeting that the 
two friendly countries had the potential to advance their economic 
cooperation by increasing Turkish investments as well as through 
new initiatives by the Republic of Macedonia.

Within his official visit to the Republic of Turkey, Prime Min-
ister Zaev also met with his Turkish counterpart, Binali Yıldırım, 
and the Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of the Republic 

of Turkey, İsmail Kahraman, who was accompanied by a Turkish 
parliamentary delegation.

During his visit to Ankara, Prime Minister Zaev had a meeting 
with businessmen from Turkey, arranged by the Union of Chambers 
and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB), and a meeting with 
TAV Group officials.

Macedonia Prime Minister Zoran Zaev paid a working visit to 
the United Kingdom on 26 and 27 February. He led the govern-

ment delegation comprised of Deputy Prime Minister for Economic 
Affairs Kočo Angjušev, Deputy Prime Minister for European Affairs 
Bujar Osmani, Minister of Economy Kreshnik Bekteshi and Minister 
of Finance Dragan Tevdovski.

During their working visit to London, the Macedonian delegation 
participated in the Western Balkans Investment Summit organized 
by the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), 
which was also attended by the heads of government of the Republic of 
Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, the Republic of Albania 
and the Republic of Kosovo. At the Summit, welcoming addresses were 
delivered by the Prime Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria, Boyko 
Borissov, on behalf of the country holding the chairmanship of the 
EU, and the President of the EBRD, Suma Chakrabarti.

During the Summit, the EBRD presented its Regional Invest-
ment Platform for the Western Balkans and participants had the 
opportunity to present their ideas and considerations at the session 
for regional connection through transport corridors, the session for 
a sustainable model of regional energy cooperation and the session 
for digital connection.

Prime Minister Zaev took part in the panel discussion of the prime 
ministers at which he presented his views on the priority regional 
connectivity and economic cooperation projects. Regarding the most 
important challenges facing the region, he highlighted the eradication 
of corruption, the development of infrastructure, roads and railways, 
and gasification. He also welcomed the unanimity and the overlap-
ping of these priorities of the region with those of the EBRD and the 
other financial instruments of the EU. In addition, he encouraged the 
initiatives for joint regional investments and invited the businessmen 
attending the Western Balkans Investment Summit to be part of 
the new positive spirit of the region and the Macedonian economy. 

Within the framework of the Investment Summit, Prime Minister 
Zaev and the members of the government delegation met with the 
President of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment, Suma Chakrabarti. The meeting was preceded by the signing 
of the contract for using 86 million euros, as the second tranche of 
the loan of 181 million euros from the EBRD for improvement of the 
Macedonian road infrastructure. During the Summit, the Macedonian 
delegation had meetings with a number of representatives of the local 
and international business community.

During his 2-day visit to the United Kingdom, Prime Minister 
Zaev met with the US Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of State 
for European and Eurasian Affairs, Matthew Palmer. Together with 
Deputy Prime Minister Bujar Osmani, he also attended the reception 
that UK Prime Minister Theresa May hosted for the prime ministers 
of the Western Balkan countries.

priMe Minister zAeV 
pAys officiAl Visit to 
republic of turkey

priMe Minister zAeV pAys Working Visit to london
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 fOrEIgN MINIstEr DIMItrOV AttENDs  
54th MuNICh sECurIty CONfErENCE

fOrEIgN MINIstEr DIMItrOV PAys  
wOrkINg VIsIt tO rEPublIC Of bulgArIA

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Defense of the Republic 
of Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov and Radmila Šekerinska, 

attended the Munich Security Conference on 16–18 February. 
Minister Dimitrov took part in the discussions on continental 
security, global challenges and the future of transatlantic 
relations. Together with Defense Minister and Deputy Prime 
Minister Šekerinska, he also had a meeting with the Commis-
sioner for European Neighborhood Policy and Enlargement 
Negotiations, Johannes Hahn. Dimitrov also met with the 
President of the UN General Assembly, Miroslav Lajčák, on 
which occasion opinions were shared on the situation in the 
region and its political dynamics. The two officials agreed 
that the newly created momentum in the political processes 
in the Republic of Macedonia should not be missed.

On the sidelines of the Conference, Minister Dimitrov 
had several bilateral meetings including with the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Norway, Ine Eriksen 
Søreide, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Japan, Tarō Kōno, 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic, Mar-
tin Stropnický, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Justice and 
Culture of Liechtenstein, Aurelia Frick, and the Member of 

Parliament for the Greek opposition New Democracy political 
party responsible for foreign policy, Giorgos Koumoutsakos. 
Opinions were shared at the meeting on the current dynam-
ics and the process of overcoming the difference regarding 
the name.

Minister Dimitrov also attended the State Dinner hosted 
on the occasion of the Munich Security Conference.

During his working visit to the Republic of Bulgaria on 14 
February, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 

of Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, met with Bulgarian President 
Rumen Radev, Prime Minister Boyko Borissov and Foreign 
Minister Ekaterina Zaharieva.

Bilateral talks focused on the issues of common interest to 
the two countries and the ways to promote overall cooperation 
when the Agreement on Friendship, Good-Neighborly Rela-
tions and Cooperation entered in effect, with an emphasis on 
the economy, energy and infrastructure. It was said at all the 
meetings that the Republic of Macedonia and the Republic 
of Bulgaria shared the common European values, ideals and 
principles. Readiness was also expressed for extending con-
crete support for the Euro-Atlantic processes for the purpose 
of accomplishing Macedonia's long-term strategic priorities.

The Foreign Ministers of the two countries, Dimitrov and 
Zaharieva, in the attendance of Prime Minister Borissov, 
exchanged the ratification documents for the Agreement on 
Friendship, Good-Neighborly Relations and Cooperation 
and signed the Exchange Protocol whereby the Agreement 
started taking effects. They also underlined the importance 

of the Agreement as an impetus to further enhancement of 
relations and cooperation between the two countries and a 
good example in promoting good-neighborly relations between 
all the countries of the region.
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At the invitation of the EU High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs 

and Security Policy, Federica Mogherini, 
and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Bulgaria, Ekaterina Za-
harieva (as representative of the country 
holding the chairmanship of the Coun-
cil of the EU), the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, 
Nikola Dimitrov, attended the informal 
meeting of the ministers of foreign affairs 
of the EU member states and candidate 
member states in Sofia on 16 February. 
Talks at the meeting focused on coop-
eration and partnership in the fields of 
security and defense. 

Minister Dimitrov underlined the 
need for a comprehensive approach and 
global commitment to the management 
of security challenges and called for 
inclusion of the countries of the region 
in the processes of development of security and defense policies 
because, he said, although the Western Balkan countries were not 
EU member states they belonged to the same European security 
community. Minister Dimitrov welcomed the EC Strategy for a 
Credible Enlargement Perspective for and Enhanced EU Engage-
ment with the Western Balkans, which confirmed the future of the 
region as a geostrategic investment in a stable, strong and united 
Europe based on common values. He also informed his counterparts 

about the cooperation of the Republic of Macedonia in the fields of 
security and defense laying stress on the country’s contribution to 
the missions/operations led by the EU, NATO and the UN and to 
the global coalition fighting terrorism, and its sharing of the EU 
positions within the framework of its foreign and security policies. 

On the sidelines of the event, Minister Dimitrov held several 
meetings with European counterparts with whom he tabled the ad-
opted Strategy and Macedonia’s prospects for European integration. 

On 23 February, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, attended the “Europe - Back 

on Track” forum organized by the Center for European Policy Stud-
ies (CEPS) in Brussels, the Kingdom of Belgium. He participated in 
two panel discussions: “The Western Balkans: Europe’s black hole?” 
and “The EU’s Copenhagen dilemma: Safeguarding the rule of law 
prior to and after accession?”

In his addresses, Minister Dimitrov talked about the process 
of European integration of the Republic of Macedonia and the re-
gion, and about the challenges of the integration process from the 
viewpoints of both Macedonia and the region on the one hand and 
Brussels and the member states on the other. 

 On this occasion, Minister Dimitrov had a meeting with the 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign and European 
Affairs of the Kingdom of Belgium, Didier Reynders, whom he 
informed about the latest developments in the EU reform file of the 
Republic of Macedonia.

foreign Minister diMitroV At inforMAl Meeting 
of foreign Ministers of eu MeMber stAtes And 
cAndidAte MeMber stAtes (gyMnich)

foreign Minister diMitroV At  
ceps foruM "europe - bAck on trAck"
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The Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Macedonia, Nikola 

Dimitrov, attended the 14th meeting of 
the EU-Republic of Macedonia Joint 
Parliamentary Committee at the Eu-
ropean Parliament in Strasbourg on 7 
February. Minister Dimitrov reaffirmed 
the priority goal in Macedonia’s relations 
with the European Union, namely the 
opening of EU membership negotiations, 
and presented the activities that the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Macedonia 
undertakes in order to fulfill the criteria 
for European Union membership. A 
special emphasis was put on meeting 
the urgent reform priorities.

Minister Dimitrov underlined that 
the reform processes in the Republic 
of Macedonia had a long-term and far-
reaching mission. “We are committed to building a stable and 
prosperous European society in which the media will be free and 
functional rule of law mechanisms will be in place. The aim of the 
reforms is to enable profound transformation,” Dimitrov said. He 
informed the MEPs about the initiatives and activities that seek to 
promote relations and cooperation with the neighboring countries 
in order to build a climate of mutual trust, as well as about the efforts 
of the Republic of Macedonia to resolve the problem that the Hel-

lenic Republic has with its constitutional name. “This government 
is committed to building bridges and opening doors, opportunities 
and perspectives. Our new political context coincides with the re-
newed EU interest in the region. We have a chance that we have to 
take. This is good for us, for our immediate neighborhood, for the 
region and for Europe,” Minister Dimitrov said.

Minister Dimitrov had several meetings with MEPs who expressed 
support for the reform agenda.

On 2 February, Macedonian Foreign Minister Nikola Dimitrov 
met with MEPs Victor Boştinaru, Tanja Fajon and Tonino 

Picula of the Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and 
Democrats in the European Parliament during their working visit 
to the Republic of Macedonia. The European integration of the 
Republic of Macedonia, the implementation of the key reforms, the 
forthcoming major activities of the European agenda and other 
topical issues were discussed on that occasion.

Minister Dimitrov underlined the unwavering commitment of 
the Government of the Republic of Macedonia to the implementa-
tion of key reforms in order to be issued again a recommendation 
for opening accession negotiations as soon as possible as a step 
toward the decision of commencing membership talks. The MEPs 
reaffirmed the support of the Group of the Progressive Alliance 
of Socialists and Democrats in the European Parliament for the 
promotion and unblocking of the EU integration process of the 
Republic of Macedonia by way of opening accession negotiations. 
They agreed that the Republic of Macedonia deserved a chance to 
join the European family.

foreign Minister diMitroV Attends  
14th Meeting of eu-republic of MAcedoniA 
Joint pArliAMentAry coMMittee 

foreign Minister diMitroV Meets With 
MeMbers of europeAn pArliAMent
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 fOrEIgN MINIstEr DIMItrOV AttENDs 
13th COsAP CONfErENCE

CZECh DEPuty fOrEIgN MINIstEr Dürr AND stAtE 
sECrEtAry At slOVENIAN MfA MIrOšIč VIsIt MACEDONIA

Nikola Dimitrov, the For-
eign Minister of the Re-

public of Macedonia, attended 
the 13th Conference of Parlia-
mentary Committees for Euro-
pean Affairs/Integration of the 
Countries Participating in the 
Stabilization and Association 
Process of South-East Europe 
(COSAP) that took place in Sko-
pje on 26 February, organized 
by the Assembly of the Republic 
of Macedonia.

Minister Dimitrov ad-
dressed the panel titled "The 
Western Balkans Governed 
by Law," speaking about the 
importance of establishing the 
rule of law in the Republic of 
Macedonia and the benefits of 
that process. The participants in the Conference welcomed the 
recently published Strategy of the European Commission and 

concluded that it was a clear signal of the readiness to secure 
a credible European perspective for the region. 

On 13 February, the Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Af-

fairs for European Issues of the 
Czech Republic, Jakub Dürr, 
and the State Secretary at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Slovenia, Iztok 
Mirošič, paid a joint working 
visit to the Republic of Mace-
donia. The high-ranking rep-
resentatives of the Czech and 
Slovenian Ministries Foreign 
Affairs met with the State Sec-
retary at the Macedonian Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, Viktor 
Dimovski. The meeting focused 
on the European integration of 
the Republic of Macedonia and 
the concrete steps to be taken in the context of the European 
Commission's Strategy for Enlargement with the Western 
Balkan Countries by 2025, the integration of the Republic of 
Macedonia into NATO, the political situation in the Republic 
of Macedonia and the country's relations with neighbors.

Deputy Minister Dürr and State Secretary Mirošič confirmed 
the clear support of the Czech Republic and the Republic of 
Slovenia for the European and Euro-Atlantic perspective of 
the Republic of Macedonia.
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stAte secretAry diMoVski At Meeting of Joint 
MAcedoniA-kosoVo expert coMMission in pristinA

stAte secretAry diMoVski At internAtionAl 
conference on sMAll ArMs And light 
WeApons control in southeAst europe

The State Secretary at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, Viktor 

Dimovski, led the Macedonian 
delegation at the meeting of the 
Macedonia-Kosovo Joint Expert 
Commission on the opening of 
the new Belanovce-Stancic joint 
border crossing intended for in-
ternational road transport, which 
took place in Pristina, the Republic 
of Kosovo, on 7 and 8 February. 
At the meeting, the two delega-
tions informed each other about 
the ongoing activities regarding 
the issuance of a building permit 
for the joint facility at this border 
checkpoint. They also agreed on 
the steps to be yet taken in order 
to enable faster start of the con-
struction of the facility given its 
importance for the population on both sides of the border.

During his stay in Pristina, Dimovski also met with the Secretary 
General at the Kosovo Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Fitim Sadiku, 

and Albert Vecka, President of the Association of Macedonians of 
the Gora Region in Kosovo.

The State Secretary at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, Viktor 

Dimovski, participated in an inter-
national conference on Reinforc-
ing Commitments Towards Small 
Arms and Light Weapons Control 
in Southeast Europe. Organized 
by the EU, the Federal Republic of 
Germany, the South Eastern and 
Eastern Europe Clearinghouse for 
the Control of Small Arms and 
Light Weapons (SEESAC) and the 
Regional Cooperation Council, the 
conference was held in Podgorica, 
Montenegro, on 1 February. In his 
address, Dimovski spoke about the 
activities of the Republic of Mace-
donia as far as keeping records, 
control, destruction and preven-
tion of illegal trade in small arms and light weapons is concerned 
as well as about the ongoing and future activities to harmonize the 
national legislation pertaining to this area with that of the Euro-

pean Union for the purpose of achieving greater compatibility of 
procedures in the regional context. 

diploMAtic neWs
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stAte secretAry diMoVski Meets With  
selec director generAl sneJAnA MAleeVA

stAte secretAry diMoVski Meets With  
sloVeniAn ArMed forces brigAdier generAl petek

Viktor Dimovski, State Secretary at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedo-

nia, met with Snejana Maleeva, Director General of 
the Southeast European Law Enforcement Centre 
(SELEC) headquartered in Bucharest, at the Mace-
donian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 28 February. 
At the meeting, State Secretary Dimovski said he 
was pleased with the participation of the Republic 
of Macedonia in SELEC’s activities. The two officials 
also said they expected closer coordination and 
partnership of the relevant security institutions of 
the SELEC member countries in the fight against 
cross-border organized crime as one of the most 
serious challenges facing our region.

On 28 February, the State Secretary at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Viktor Dimovski, 

received the Brigadier General of the Slovenian 
Armed Forces, Milko Petek, during his working 
visit to the Republic of Macedonia. At the meeting, 
State Secretary Dimovski said he was happy with 
NATO’s renewed focus on the region of Southeast 
Europe and the Alliance’s confirmed commitment 
to the policy of open doors based on the individual 
merit of the aspirant countries. He also expressed 
gratitude for the continued support of the Republic 
of Slovenia for the achievement of Macedonia’s 
aspirations for Euro-Atlantic integration.

Brigadier General Petek reaffirmed the open sup-
port of the Republic of Slovenia for the achievement 
of Macedonia’s strategic goal of NATO membership.

stAtE sECrEtAry DIMOVskI At hIgh-lEVEl sEgMENt Of 
37th sEssION Of uNItED NAtIONs huMAN rIghts COuNCIl

The State Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Macedonia, Viktor Dimovski, participated in 

the High-Level Segment of the 37th Session of the United Na-
tions Human Rights Council, which took place in Geneva, the 
Swiss Confederation, from 26 to 28 February. In his address, 
State Secretary Dimovski spoke about the main issues on the 
agenda of the Human Rights Council, the challenges regarding 
the promotion and protection of human rights and the current 

crisis situations in the world that have a negative impact on 
human rights in the year in which the world marks the 70th 
anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration.

On the sidelines of the Session, State Secretary Dimovski 
had a meeting with Denmark’s Foreign Minister, Anders Samu-
elsen, and the Deputy Director General of the International 
Organization for Migration, Laura Thompson.
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Ministries of foreign AffAirs of MAcedoniA And 
sWitzerlAnd hold politicAl consultAtions

7th Meeting betWeen foreign Ministries of 
republic of MAcedoniA And hellenic republic 
- pArt of confidence-building MeAsures

sAudi business delegAtion led by honorAry 
consul in JeddAh Visits MAcedoniA

On 19 and 20 February, at 
the Ministry of Foreign Af-

fairs, political consultations were 
held between a delegation of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Macedonia, 
led by State Secretary Viktor 
Dimovski, and a delegation of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Swiss Confederation, 
led by Deputy State Secretary, 
Krystyna Marty Lang.

Talks centered on several top-
ics of common interest, includ-
ing the development of bilateral 
political relations and economic 
cooperation, the Swiss Develop-
ment Program in Macedonia, 
Macedonia’s prospects of EU 
and NATO integration, the relations of the Republic of Macedonia 
with the neighboring countries, the Swiss-EU relations and the 
multilateral cooperation between the two countries.

State Secretary Dimovski and Deputy State Secretary Marty Lang 
reaffirmed the commitment of the Republic of Macedonia and the 

Swiss Confederation to advancing political relations between the 
two countries and to fostering economic co-operation. Deputy 
State Secretary Marty Lang was also received by Foreign Minister 
Nikola Dimitrov.

On 9 February, at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Republic 
of Macedonia and the Hellenic Republic held the 7th round of 

consultations regarding their confidence-building measures. The 
meeting was a follow-up to the friendly and constructive dialogue 
on various issues of common interest and contribution to the ef-
forts of the Governments to create a positive political climate in the 
bilateral relations. Experts from relevant national institutions also 
contributed to the discussion.

The agreed areas of cooperation include connection projects, 
police cooperation, European programs, culture, education, civil 
protection, public administration, healthcare, cooperation between 
the diplomatic academies and implementation of business initia-
tives. Cooperation was also initiated in the area of seismology and 
a Memorandum of Understanding on cooperation in the field of 
civil protection was signed.

On 27 February, at the Macedonian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, a 
business delegation from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, led by the 

Honorary Consul of the Republic of Macedonia in Jeddah, Abdullah 
Al Nowaiser, met with the non-resident Ambassador to the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, Abdulkadar Memedi, the Director for Economic 
Diplomacy, Hilda Kolevska, and the Director for Bilateral Relations 
with Non-European Countries, Oliver Krliu.

Talks focused on how to intensify political dialogue and how to 
tap the potential for closer economic cooperation between the two 
countries. Honorary Consul Abdullah Al Nowaiser spoke about the 
profile and activities of the companies from various areas including 
engineering and manufacturing, construction, financial services, energy, 
real estate, textile industry, automotive industry and hotel industry. He 
was also received by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Nikola Dimitrov.
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With my reputation of a meritorious citizen, with great honor 
and pleasure I have served as an honorary consul of the 

Republic of Macedonia in the Republic of Croatia resident in Zadar 
since 2009. 

The Office of the Honorary Consulate in Zadar opened on 12 
June 2013 on the premises of the Duke’s Palace (Kneževa palača) 
in the Petar Zoranić Square. 

Bilateral relations and international cooperation in general 
between our two friendly countries, the Republic of Macedonia and 
the Republic of Croatia, have been successful politically, economically 
and culturally. However, bearing in mind our country’s interests, 
the network of contacts needs to expand continuously in order to 
foster economic and cultural cooperation and in order to support 
and offer help to our compatriots living in working in Croatia. 

Since diplomacy, in the subjective senses of the word, implies 
capability, knowledge and skill to communicate and maintain 
international relations, as well as to negotiate, as a doctor specializing 
in pulmonology at the Clinic for Pulmonary Diseases in Zagreb, 
I try to fill the office of an honorary consul in an organized and 

systemic fashion on a daily basis. Using my authority and established 
contacts here in Zadar and the Republic of Croatia, I do my job as 
an honorary consul in adherence with the priorities, objectives and 
strategic plan of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Macedonia. That is in keeping with the international status 
of honorary consuls under the Vienna Convention on Consular 
Relations of 1963. And my role is by no means only honorary and 
formal as the title suggests. Instead, through my work and activities, 
I considerably deepen relations between the Republic of Macedonia 
and the Republic of Croatia. 

Unlike career diplomats, I do my job directly on the ground, 
among the citizens, the compatriots, the representatives of the 
local and central authorities and the members of the other national 
minorities here in the Republic of Croatia. 

I am dedicated to making sure that the Republic Macedonia is 
positioned well not only here in Croatia but in Europe in general, 
especially as far as its economic and business cooperation is 
concerned, as well as to addressing all communications- and 
logistics-related affairs. The reason is simple: Macedonia’s bilateral 

econoMic cooperAtion With 
croAtiA in the forefront

honorAry consuls Dr. Gëzim Rexhepi, Honorary Consul of the Republic of Macedonia 
in the Republic of Croatia

I am dedicated to making sure 
that the Republic Macedonian is 
positioned well not only here in 
Croatia but in Europe in general, 
especially as far as its economic 
and business cooperation is 
concerned, as well as to addressing 
all communications- and logistics-
related affairs. The reason is 
simple: Macedonia’s bilateral 
relations largely concern the 
country’s economy and therefore 
the Macedonian diplomacy focuses 
on it and expects the honorary 
consuls to help a lot in this regard 

MAcedoniA in focus
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relations largely concern the country’s economy and therefore the 
Macedonian diplomacy focuses on it and expects the honorary 
consuls to help a lot in this regard. 

I would like to stress that I take the numerous opportunities, 
contacts, meetings, lectures and conferences, organized by Croatia 
in order to strengthen relations and ties and intensify economic 
projects. This is especially important if taking into account that the 
Republic of Croatia is an important factor of stability in the region 
and is a strategic partner willing to share its precious knowledge 
and experience accumulated during its institutional reforms and 
over the course of its negotiations with the European Union. 

I believe that we, the honorary consuls, have an advantage over 
the career diplomats in that we have specific information and 
knowledge about the country in which we serve, its economy and 
culture, based on which we can more accurately recommend foreign 
investors where to invest in Macedonia and Macedonian investors 
where to invest in the other country thus facilitating their approach 
to the new market. It is for this reason that I hold meetings and 
consultations and lobby the Croatian companies, continuously 
promoting Macedonia as an important trade partner. 

I also closely watch the implementation of the Bilateral Minority 
Agreement with the Republic of Croatia and partake in the exercise 
of rights of the Macedonian minority. 

The possibilities I have as an honorary consul are also to some 
extent limited. Zadar as a travel destination is very much visited by 
Macedonian citizens but as an honorary consul I don’t have the power 
to issue travel documents. Nevertheless, I am on the ground and 
directly in touch with those in need of more information, mediating 
their communication with the Embassy in Zagreb. 

Finally, I would like to emphasize once again that I feel privileged 
to serve as an honorary consul of the Republic of Macedonia in the 
Republic of Croatia resident in Zadar. It is a highly responsible job 

that offers a great deal of please, too. I take this opportunity to 
express heartfelt gratitude to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Macedonia for the cooperation we have had over the 
years and for their help. 

MAcedoniA in focus

CINEMAthEquE Of MACEDONIA hOsts 
MONth Of bulgArIAN CINEMA EVENt 

With the screening of the films “Drink Only Shu-
mensko Beer” by Spas Totev and “Losers” by 

Ivaylo Hristov, the Month of Bulgarian Cinema began 
at the Cinematheque of Macedonia on 1 February. Eight 
contemporary Bulgarian films – two documentaries 
and six feature films – were shown within this event, 
including “Monkey,” “Glory,” “Detour,” “Little-Big,” 
“Directions” and “Mission London”. 

MDB would like to extend a warm welcome and wish a successful diplomatic mission in the Republic of Macedonia to

H.E. Mr. Henrik Markus, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Slovak Republic 

I believe that we, the honorary 
consuls, have an advantage over 

the career diplomats in that 
we have specific information 

and knowledge about the 
country in which we serve, its 

economy and culture, based on 
which we can more accurately 

recommend foreign investors 
where to invest in Macedonia 

and Macedonian investors 
where to invest in the other 

country thus facilitating their 
approach to the new market
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It is located along the bed of the Crna Reka river, 12 km south-
west of Kavadarci and 3 km south of the village of Vozarci, at 

an altitude of 165 meters above sea level. It has a conical shape 
and it extends in the north-south direction. It is bordered by the 
artificially created dam near the village of Vozarci to the north, 
the settlements of Brushani, Resava, Begnishte and Kumanichevo, 
and the Vitachevo plateau to the east, the villages of Dobrotino 
and Pravednik and the Visheshnica Mountain to the west, and 
Mrezichko and Klinovo to the south. The shores of Lake Tikvesh 
are adorned with natural rarities and cultural monuments. The 
archaeological sites in the coastal strip, the local monuments of 
culture and history and the importance of preserving the genetic 
fund of its avifauna make Lake Tikvesh an interesting destina-
tion for research.

The lake was created in 1968 by partitioning the canyon of the 
Crna Reka river with a 104-meter high and 338-meter long dam 
built of clay core stone. Covering an area of 14 square kilometers, 
with different depths ranging from one to 105 meters, with a 
maximum length of 28 km and a maximum width of 700 meters, 
Lake Tikvesh is the largest artificial lake in Macedonia. The water 
of the lake is used for irrigation and electricity production. The 
rivers Crna Reka and Dragor are its two main sources of water. 
It holds a total of 475 million cubic meters of water.  

One of the precious gems on the shores of the lake of cultural 
and historical value is the Polog Monastery with the church dedi-
cated to St. George. The monastery is a pearl of the Macedonian 
medieval art. It was built in the first half of the 14th century, 20 
km southwest of Kavadarci at the foot of Mount Visheshnica, 
today on the left shore of Lake Tikvesh. The church was built 
of stone and brick and its interior walls are fully covered with 
frescoes. It is renowned for its fresco painting of the 14th century 
and even more for its chandelier carved in wood in 1492, which 
is the oldest carving in Macedonia. Very impressive is also the 
great iconostasis cross with the crucifix carved in wood in 1584. 
The throne icons of Bogorodica (Holy Mother of God) of 1649 
and Jesus Christ - the Savior with the Apostles of the beginning 

of the 16th century, as well as the imperial doors of the end 
of the same century are also of great value. In the monastery 
compound, only the foundations of what were once auxiliary 
buildings remain and among them is the church of St. George 
with its small church tower, probably built in the 1930s, and its 
beautifully arranged little garden. 

In Lake Tikvesh there are several species of fish, including 
the carp, the dace, the roach, the karas, the common nase, the 
belvica, the common barbel, the perkija, the perch and the catfish. 
Although represented only by one species of its genus, the catfish 
is set apart by its characteristics. The Lake Tikvesh catfish can 
reach a length of over two meters. This area is also a natural re-
serve in which bird lovers can observe 23 species of birds of prey. 
The area is therefore one of the most important ornithological 
places in Europe. The temperature of the water in Lake Tikvesh 
is 24° C in the summer and the autumn.

The lake has three permanent islands. The largest is called 
Gradishte. It covers an area of 2.3 hectares and is not inhabited. It 
is covered in dense forest and there are also remnants of buildings, 
which gave the island its name. The other two are small islands 
with houses and accompanying facilities, at a very short distance 
from the coast. The one is in the area of Brushani and the other 
is at the outflow of the lake into the Blashnica river.

The mountain massifs on the left side of the lake (lower part), 
Golema Rudina- Bisheshnica-Mala Rudina, as well as on the right 
side of the lower part of the lake, which make up the Vitachevo-
Samovilec plateau are poorer with forests. The forests are mainly 
deciduous consisting of small trees and shrubs and cannot be used 
for industrial purposes. The most common species are the oak, 
the hornbeam, the yew and the spruce, while the pine is seldom 
found, on the upper side of the lake. About ten kilometers east 
of the lake is the Galishka Cave. 

Lake Tikvesh abounds with flora and fauna, with various spe-
cies of freshwater fish and birds and with invaluable cultural and 
historical landmarks, all of which represents a treasure chest that 
lures tourists to come more and more often. 

lAkE tIkVEsh -  
one of maceDonia's most 
attractive artificial lakes

experience MAcedoniA


