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On 30 March, in Vienna, the Republic of Austria, a meeting was held between Matthew 
Nimetz, the Personal Envoy of the UN Secretary General, and the Ministers of Foreign 

Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia and the Hellenic Republic, Nikola Dimitrov and Nikos 
Kotzias, about finding a mutually acceptable solution to overcome the name difference. 

foreign Ministers of republic of 
MAcedoniA And hellenic republic 
diMitrov And KotziAs Meet With 
MediAtor niMetz in viennA

The Prime Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev, attended the working 
meeting of European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker and Bulgarian Prime 

Minister Boyko Borissov, whose country holds the presidency of the EU, with the Western 
Balkan heads of state and government in Sofia, the Republic of Bulgaria, on 1 March. The 
meeting centered on the possibilities for accelerating the process of integration of the Western 
Balkans into the EU and on improving interconnectivity.

The Prime Ministers of the Republic of Albania and Montenegro, Edi Rama and Duško 
Marković, the Presidents of the Republic of Serbia and the Republic of Kosovo, Aleksandar 
Vučić and Hashim Thaçi, the member of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Dra-
gan Čović, the EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Federica 
Mogherini, and the Commissioner for European Neighborhood Policy and Enlargement 
Negotiations, Johannes Hahn, also attended the meeting. Prime Minister Zaev addressed 
reporters afterward.

Western bAlKAn leAders Meet With 
ec president JuncKer in sofiA 
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A delegation of the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
paid a one-day official visit to the Republic of Macedonia on 12 

March. Within the framework of the visit, a meeting was held be-
tween the government delegations of the Republic of Macedonia and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina led by Macedonian Prime Minister Zoran 
Zaev and the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Denis Zvizdić.

 “The future of the Republic of Macedonia is in the EU. That is 
also the future of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the region. Today’s 
joint steps of the government officials of the Republic of Macedonia 
and Bosnia and Herzegovina confirm that we are decidedly moving 
in the right direction,” Macedonian Prime Minister Zaev said at 
the press conference. “Both countries see opportunities for closer 
cooperation in the fields of agriculture, tourism, food, wood, metal 
processing and construction as well as in the sectors of defense and 
police in order to deepen cooperation in the fight against terrorism 
and violent extremism,” Zaev added.

Chairman Zvizdić said he was content with the visit and the friendly 
reception, adding that the states did not have any open bilateral issues 
and rather shared the same basic goals of European integration, peace, 

security and a higher standard of living. Our countries, he said, are 
committed to making things better in the fields of transport, energy 
and digitization.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, 
Nikola Dimitrov, and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Igor Crnadak, signed the Agreement between the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Macedonia and the Council of Ministers 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina on the conditions for travel by nationals 
of the two countries. With the signing of this Agreement, the citizens 
of the Republic of Macedonia are allowed to travel to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina to travel 
to the Republic of Macedonia only with ID cards.

The Minister of Education of the Republic of Macedonia, Renata 
Deskoska, and the Minister of Civil Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Adil Osmanović, signed a Protocol between the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Science of the Republic of Macedonia and the Ministry of 
Civil Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the field of education.

Chairman Zvizdić was also received by the President of the Re-
public of Macedonia, Gjorge Ivanov.

On 13 March, Zoran Zaev, Macedonia’s Prime Minister, received 
the US Assistant Secretary of State for European and Eurasian 

Affairs, Wess Mitchell. The firm determination of the Government 
of the Republic of Macedonia to remain committed to building a 
partnership with the United States of America as a strategic ally and 
great supporter of the Republic of Macedonia since its independence 
was confirmed at the meeting.

After the meeting, Prime Minister Zaev and Secretary Mitchell 
held a joint press conference reaffirming their commitment to fur-
thering cooperation with a view to achieving progress in Macedonia’s 
Euro-Atlantic integration.

republic of MAcedoniA And bosniA And 
herzegovinA sign MutuAl trAvel AgreeMent 

priMe Minister zAev Meets With us AssistAnt secretAry 
of stAte for europeAn And eurAsiAn AffAirs Mitchell
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At the invitation of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, the Minister of Foreign Affairs 

of the Hellenic Republic, Nikos Kotzias, paid an official visit to the 
Republic of Macedonia on 22 and 23 March. His visit was part of the 
continuous dialogue between the two foreign ministers, which seeks 
to promote relations between the two countries.

Talks between Dimitrov and Kotzias were in the context of the 
efforts to overcome the name difference as well as other bilateral is-
sues of mutual interest, with an emphasis on the implementation of 

the confidence building measures. After the meeting the ministers 
held a joint press conference.

During his stay in the Republic of Macedonia, Minister Kotzias 
was also received by the Speaker of Parliament of the Republic of 
Macedonia, Talat Xhaferi, Prime Minister Zoran Zaev and Deputy 
Prime Minister for European Affairs Bujar Osmani.  The Greek foreign 
policy chief also met with the leaders of BDI and VMRO-DPMNE, 
Ali Ahmeti and Hristijan Mickoski.

hellenic republic foreign Minister niKos KotziAs 
pAys officiAl visit to republic of MAcedoniA 

On 27 March, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, met with the Federal Minister for 

Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Austria, 
Karin Kneissl, during her working visit to the Republic of Macedonia. 
Ministers Dimitrov and Kneissl confirmed at the meeting the excel-
lent bilateral cooperation between the Republic of Macedonia and 
the Republic of Austria, laying stress on Austria’s active support for 
Macedonia’s European integration and the launching of accession 
negotiations with the EU as soon as possible.  They highlighted the 
possibilities for further advancement of cooperation in several areas 
of mutual interest.

Minister Dimitrov told his Austrian counterpart about the priority 
reforms of the Government and the activities taken to improve and 
deepen the good-neighborly relations in order to close the unresolved 
issues with neighbors for the purpose of achieving the main strategic 
goals of the Republic of Macedonia.

Minister Kneissl reiterated the vocal support of the Republic 
of Austria for the accession of the Republic of Macedonia to the 
European Union and voiced hope that the Republic of Macedonia 
would open negotiations with the Union by the time of its Summit 
in June this year. 

The Austrian foreign policy chief was also received by Macedonian 
Prime Minister Zoran Zaev.

AustriAn federAl Minister for europe, 
integrAtion And foreign AffAirs Kneissl pAys 
WorKing visit to republic of MAcedoniA 
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CrOAtIAN DEPuty PrIME MINIstEr AND 
fOrEIgN MINIstEr BurIć PAys OffICIAl 
VIsIt tO rEPuBlIC Of MACEDONIA 

POlIsh fOrEIgN MINIstEr CzAPutOWICz PAys 
WOrkINg VIsIt tO rEPuBlIC Of MACEDONIA

At the invitation of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, Croatia's Deputy 

Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign and European Affairs, 
Marija Pejčinović Burić, paid an official visit to the Republic 
of Macedonia on 13 March. Minister Dimitrov thanked her 
for the consistent support that the Republic of Macedonia 
received from the Republic of Croatia for full membership 
of the EU and NATO. 

Minister Burić reaffirmed the strong support of the Republic 
of Croatia and voiced hope that the Republic of Macedonia 
would soon open negotiations for EU membership and become 
a full member of NATO. The two officials agreed that the 
excellent cooperation in various areas between the two friendly 
countries would continue and that efforts would be made to 
promote economic cooperation with a possibility of Macedonian 
and Croatian companies capturing third markets together. 
The process of accession of the Republic of Macedonia to the 
Adriatic-Ionian Initiative was also discussed at the meeting.

The guest from the Republic of Croatia was also received by 
Macedonian President Gjorge Ivanov, Speaker of Parliament 
Talat Xhaferi and Prime Minister Zoran Zaev.

On 12 March, Nikola Dimitrov, Macedonia's Foreign 
Minister, met with his Polish counterpart, Jacek 

Czaputowicz, during Czaputowicz's working visit to the 
Republic of Macedonia.

The working visit started with the 7th Meeting of the 
Polish-Macedonian Cooperation in the European Integration 
Process, the so-called Skopje Conference of civil servants from 
the Republic of Macedonia and the Republic of Poland. The 
Conference is organized annually by the Ministries of Foreign 
Affairs of the two countries for the purpose of sharing Poland' 
experience of the accession process, especially the negotiations 
on the European legislation chapters. At the opening of the 
Conference, Ministers Dimitrov and Czaputowicz expressed 
satisfaction with the continued and fruitful cooperation 
between the two administrations in the field of European 
integration. Minister Dimitrov informed his counterpart 
about the activities taken within the reform agenda by the 
Government of the Republic of Macedonia, laying stress on 
the prospect of opening accession negotiations in the light 
of the EC Strategy for the Western Balkans, the spring EC 
Progress Report, the upcoming EU-Western Balkans Summit, 
the expectations of the June meeting of the Council of the EU 
and the steps that Macedonia is taking to achieve that goal. The 
bilateral cooperation between the Republic of Macedonia and 
the Republic of Poland in the context of the EU was also tabled. 

Minister Czaputowicz stressed that the Republic of Poland 
was a staunch supporter of the policy of full integration of the 

Western Balkan countries into the EU and NATO. He positively 
assessed the activities of the Government of the Republic of 
Macedonia and voiced firm assurance that in the period ahead, 
too, Poland would extend unreserved support to the European 
and Euro-Atlantic aspirations of the Republic of Macedonia.

Ministers Dimitrov and Czaputowicz laid flowers at the 
monument to the 7,144 deported Jews from Macedonia 
within the framework of the event commemorating the 75th 
anniversary of the deportation.

Minister Czaputowicz was also received by the Prime 
Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev.
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At the invitation of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Igor Crnadak, Macedonia’s Minister of Foreign Af-

fairs, Nikola Dimitrov, participated in the Meeting of the Ministers of 
Foreign Affairs of the Western Balkan Six (WB6) and the Ministerial 
Conference of the Western Balkans Fund in Sarajevo on 16 March.

The ministers jointly welcomed the European Commission’s En-
largement Strategy and agreed that the coming months were crucial 
for the European future of the Western Balkan countries. The focus 
during the ministerial discussion was on the evaluation of the taken 
steps that were jointly agreed upon at the last Summit in Trieste and 
on the preparations for the Western Balkans Summit to be held in 
London in July this year.

Minister Dimitrov said that now was the right time for the Western 
Balkan countries to be united and to build together their European 
perspective with the aim of integrating into the European family as 
soon as possible.  He stressed that the region was moving in the right 
direction bearing in mind the pronounced and clearly expressed 
political commitment of the countries of the region to achieving 
European integration.

At an inaugural ceremony in Brussels, the Kingdom of Belgium, 
on 7 March, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 

Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, marked the renewal of the activities 
of the Friends of the Republic of Macedonia Group at the European 
Parliament, led by Dutch MEP Hans van Baalen of the ALDE Group. 
The Friends of the Republic of Macedonia Group in the European 
Parliament is an informal group composed of Members of the Eu-
ropean Parliament of different political provenance, which has re-
sumed operations after a break of almost three years with an altered 
and expanded line-up. The Group has been conceived as a kind of 

a forum providing support for the European integration bid of the 
Republic of Macedonia.

Minister Dimitrov said before the present MEPs: “Your support 
for our efforts to build a democratic, stable, prosperous and European 
Republic of Macedonia is significant and motivating. The renewed work 
of the Friends of Macedonia Group three years of its establishment is 
a real sign of support for the new face of the Republic of Macedonia: 
democratic, focused on the future and European.” 

During the event, Minister Dimitrov had brief conversations with 
several MEPs.

Minister diMitrov Attends 
Meeting of foreign 
Ministers of Western 
bAlKAn countries And 
MinisteriAl conference of 
Western bAlKAns fund 

foreign Minister diMitrov At inAugurAtion of friends of 
republic of MAcedoniA group At europeAn pArliAMent 
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fOrEIgN MINIstEr DIMItrOV MEEts WIth Eu hIgh 
rEPrEsENtAtIVE MOghErINI IN BrussEls 

fOrEIgN MINIstEr DIMItrOV MEEts WIth uN AssIstANt 
sECrEtAry gENErAl fOr POlItICAl AffAIrs JENčA 

Within the framework of his visit to Brussels on 7 March, 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Mace-

donia, Nikola Dimitrov, met with the EU High Representative 
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Federica Mogherini. 
Their talks focused on the stability of the region and Macedo-
nia's European integration. After the meeting Dimitrov said 
that Macedonia had returned to the European path, with both 

its domestic reform agenda and its determination to build 
bridges and forge friendships with its neighbors. 

“Macedonia today has a chance as well as a joint obligation 
with the EU to show that we can not only overcome a crisis 
but we can also achieve the irreversible success of finally 
getting the Republic of Macedonia out of the waiting room 
and making it possible for the country to launch accession 
negotiations with the Union."

Macedonian Foreign Minister Nikola Dimitrov met with 
Miroslav Jenča, UN Assistant Secretary General for 

Political Affairs, on 6 March. Opinions were shared at the 
meeting on the foreign policy of the Republic of Macedonia 
toward the neighboring countries and on the progress in the 
implementation of the Macedonian Government's reform 
agenda.

Minister Dimitrov presented the steps that the Republic 
of Macedonia was taking to promote good-neighborly rela-
tions, a tangible result of which was both the Agreement on 
Friendship, Good-Neighborly Relations and Cooperation with 
the Republic of Bulgaria and the constructive reactivation of 
talks with Greece to overcome the name difference. Assistant 
Secretary General Jenča said he was pleased with the positive 
developments in Macedonia's good-neighborly policy and with 
the results of the government 3-6-9 program in the priority 
areas. At the meeting, the two officials also exchanged views 
on the key issues within the UN, the achievement of the 2030 

Agenda goals, the reform of the organization and the impor-
tance of multilateral action in dealing with global challenges.
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On 6 March, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, received Jan Hecker, German 

Chancellor Angela Merkel’s foreign policy adviser, during his work-
ing visit to the Republic of Macedonia.

Minister Dimitrov thanked Mr. Hecker for the consistent support 
of the Federal Republic of Germany for the European perspective of 
the Republic of Macedonia and in that context welcomed the agree-
ment on forming a new coalition government in Berlin as highly 
important for the region, Europe and beyond. Dimitrov told his guest 
about how the implementation of reforms necessary for Macedonia’s 
European and Euro-Atlantic integration went. 

Adviser Hecker assured his host that the future German govern-
ment was going to continue playing an active role in the integration 
of the Republic of Macedonia and the region into the EU and NATO, 
emphasizing that the Western Balkans remained a top priority in the 
German foreign policy.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, 
Nikola Dimitrov, received Manuel Sarrazin, Member of the Ger-

man Bundestag of the Green Party, on 5 March.  Minister Dimitrov 
informed his interlocutor about how the reform processes of the 3-6-9 
Plan developed and about the planned activities for strengthening the 
European and Euro-Atlantic course of the Republic of Macedonia. 
He also spoke about the results of the intensified activities in the 
field of good-neighborly relations and the favorable moment for the 
democratic coming of age of the region. A special emphasis was put 
on the need to strengthen the parliamentary cooperation between 
the two countries.

Minister Dimitrov welcomed the excellent bilateral cooperation 
and expressed gratitude for the active contribution of the Federal 
Republic of Germany to the process of enlargement of the EU with 
the Republic of Macedonia and the countries of the region.

foreign Minister diMitrov Meets With gerMAn 
chAncellor foreign policy Adviser hecKer

foreign Minister diMitrov Meets With 
gerMAn bundestAg MeMber sArrAzin

fOrEIgN MINIstEr DIMItrOV MEEts WIth sENAtOr MurPhy

Nikola Dimitrov, Macedonia’s Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, met with Senator Chris Murphy, Co-Chair of the 

Subcommittee on Europe at the US Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, in Brussels on 10 March. The meeting was also 
attended by Suzan DelBene of the US House of Representatives.

Dimitrov and Murphy exchanged views on the current situ-
ation in the Republic of Macedonia and the region and on how 

important and necessary it is for the Republic of Macedonia 
to join the Euro-Atlantic organizations as soon as possible.

Minister Dimitrov told Senator Murphy about the reform 
achievements in regard to the Euro-Atlantic agenda and the 
latest developments in the process of talks with Greece for 
resolving the name difference.
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On 14 March, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, attended a working lunch with the 

ambassadors of the European Union member states, hosted by the 
Bulgarian Ambassador to the Republic of Macedonia, Ivan Velikov 
Petkov, in the capacity of an envoy of the country chairing the Council 
of the European Union. Minister Dimitrov thanked Ambassador 
Petkov for the commitment of the Republic of Bulgaria to bringing the 
Western Balkans closer to the EU during its presidency. He stressed 
the commitment to making sure the Council of the European Union 
passed the political decision of letting the Republic of Macedonia 
open membership negotiations with the European Union by the end 
of the Bulgarian Presidency of the European Union’s Council in June 
2018. Minister Dimitrov reported on the concrete reform activities 
primarily in the priority spheres – judiciary, good governance, public 
administration and communications surveillance – but also in the 
fight against corruption, organized crime and terrorism, the good-

neighborly relations and the steps taken to improve the political 
dialogue in the Parliament of the Republic of Macedonia.

Macedonian Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Defense Radmila Šekerinska and 

Foreign Minister Nikola Dimitrov had a work-
ing breakfast with Ambassador Alejandro Al-
vargonzález, NATO Assistant Secretary General 
for Political Affairs and Security Policy, and Maciej 
Popowski, Deputy Director General for Neighbor-
hood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations at the 
European Commission, at the Parliamentarians’ 
Club  on 2 March during Alvargonzález and Popow-
ski’s first joint visit to the Republic of Macedonia.

In her address, Šekerinska emphasized that it 
was important to mention that with the accession 
of the Republic of Macedonia, NATO would have 
yet another member capable of contributing to the 
efforts of the Alliance in achieving global peace 
and security. This, Šekerinska said, is also visible 
through our long-standing contribution to NATO’s 
Resolute Support mission in Afghanistan where we 
have recently expanded the Macedonian contingent by 20 percent.

Foreign Minister Dimitrov reaffirmed the country’s determina-
tion to join NATO as soon as possible as one of its top foreign policy 
priorities. He argued that the Republic of Macedonia had long acted 
as a de facto member state of the Alliance, especially in sharing 
responsibilities with the NATO member states. Minister Dimitrov 
particularly emphasized the successful cooperation within the 

framework of the NATO mission in Afghanistan and the country’s 
commitment to making long-term contribution to the preservation of 
international peace and security. He underlined the commitment of 
the Government of the Republic of Macedonia to staying the reform 
course within the framework of the MAP process with the intention 
of strengthening further the country’s political, defense and security 
performance, leading to its full and rapid NATO integration.

foreign Minister diMitrov Attends WorKing lunch 
With AMbAssAdors of eu MeMber stAtes 

defense Minister ŠeKerinsKA And foreign Minister 
diMitrov Meet With nAto AssistAnt secretAry generAl 
for politicAl AffAirs And security policy AlvArgonzález 
And ec deputy director generAl for neighborhood 
policy And enlArgeMent negotiAtions popoWsKi   
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stAtE sECrEtAry DIMOVskI MEEts WIth EPP grOuP MEPs 

stAtE sECrEtAry DIMOVskI 
MEEts WIth MEPs Of 

AllIANCE Of lIBErAls AND 
DEMOCrAts fOr EurOPE 

 rECEPtION hOstED tO MArk frANCOPhONIE MONth 

On 23 March, the State Secretary for Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Macedonia, Viktor Dimovski, received 

the MEPs Andrey Kovatchev, Alojz Peterle and Tunne Kelam 
of the European People's Party Group during their working 
visit to the Republic of Macedonia. State Secretary Dimovski 
emphasized at the meeting the unwavering commitment of 
the Government of the Republic of Macedonia to the imple-
mentation of key reforms to pave the way in a short term for 
the country to receive a renewed recommendation for opening 
accession negotiations as a step towards achieving the strategic 
goal of European Union membership.

The MEPs reaffirmed the principled support from the 
European People's Party Group for the effort to promote and 

unlock Macedonia's European integration process by letting 
the country launch membership negotiations. 

On 23 March, the State Secretary for Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Macedonia, Viktor Dimovski, received a del-

egation of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe 
(ALDE) in the European Parliament led by European lawmaker 
Ilhan Kyuchyuk, which also included Liberal International 
officials Roman Jakič and Jasper. Talking about the efforts 
of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia to integrate 
the country into the EU and NATO, he reaffirmed the Mace-
donian authorities' strong resolve to implement key reforms 
so that the country would be issued a recommendation for 
opening accession negotiations in the shortest possible time. 
The MEPs reaffirmed the support of the Alliance of Liberals 
and Democrats for Europe for the promotion of Macedonia's 
process of European integration by letting the country launch 
accession negotiations.

On 16 March, within the celebration of the month of La 
Francophonie, the French Ambassador to the Republic 

of Macedonia, Christian Thimonier, hosted a reception in 
honor of the State Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, Ambassador Viktor Dimovski. Representatives of the 
Organization of La Francophonie member countries accredited 
to the Republic of Macedonia as well as representatives of the 
National Commission of La Francophonie, one of the main 

organizers of francophone activities in the country, were also 
invited to the event.

State Secretary Dimovski and Ambassador Thimonier said 
they were pleased with the dynamics of cooperation in the area 
of La Francophonie and welcomed the heightened interest of 
the Government in taking an active part in the programs of 
the International Organization of La Francophonie.
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stAte secretAry diMovsKi Meets With  
high eu delegAtion led by eeAs  
deputy secretAry generAl serrAno 

stAte secretAry diMovsKi Meets With AlbAniA's noMinee for 
secretAry generAl of regionAl cooperAtion council bregu 

stAte secretAry diMovsKi Meets With delegAtion of 
AustriA’s federAl Ministry for europe, integrAtion And 
foreign AffAirs And AustriAn AMbAssAdors in see region 

On 15 March, Viktor Dimovski, State Secretary at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, met with a high delegation of the European 

Union led by the Deputy Secretary General for Common Security 
and Defense Policy (CSDP) at the European External Action Service 
(EEAS), Pedro Serrano.

State Secretary Dimovski reaffirmed the commitment of the 
Government of the Republic of Macedonia to the implementation 
of reform priorities and the promotion of good-neighborly relations 
with a view to achieving the strategic priorities of EU and NATO 
membership.

Discussions at the meeting focused on the European perspective of 
the Republic of Macedonia, the process of implementation of internal 
reforms and the good-neighborly relations.  Views and information 
were exchanged regarding the Common Foreign and Security Policy 
(CFSP) of the EU and the contribution of the Republic of Macedonia 

in this regard, as well as regarding the activities and cooperation in 
containing radicalization, violent extremism and terrorism.

On 5 March, the State Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Viktor Dimovski, received Majlinda Bregu, the candidate of the 

Republic of Albania for Secretary General of the Regional Coopera-
tion Council, and the Ambassador of the Republic of Albania to the 
Republic of Macedonia, Fatos Reka.

At the meeting, Majlinda Bregu officially presented her nomination 
for the position of Secretary General of the Regional Cooperation 

Council based in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, for the period 
2019–2021. During their conversation, the two officials positively 
assessed the activities and benefits of the cooperation within the 
Regional Cooperation Council and the development of bilateral 
cooperation between the two neighboring countries.

Bregu also had a brief meeting with the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov.

On 9 March, the State Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Republic of Macedonia, Viktor Dimovski, received 

a delegation of the Federal Ministry for Europe, Integration and 
Foreign Affairs of Austria and the ambassadors of Austria to the 
Southeast European countries led by Ambassador Klaus Woelfer. 
They visited the Republic of Macedonia to attend a conference that 
the Austrian Embassy in Skopje hosted on 8–10 March.

At the meeting, opinions were exchanged regarding Austria’s 
strategy for the countries of the Western Balkans, the prospects for 
EU enlargement and the preparations for the upcoming Austrian 
presidency of the EU in the second half of 2018.

Speaking about the state of affairs in the relations between the 
European Union and the Republic of Macedonia, State Secretary 
Dimovski reaffirmed Macedonia’s priority goal of opening European 
Union accession negotiations and let his guests know about the ac-

tivities the Macedonian Government takes to fulfill the European 
Union membership criteria. A special emphasis was put on meeting 
the urgent reform priorities.

diploMAtic neWs
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stAte secretAry diMovsKi Meets With undersecretAry 
for econoMic And developMent AffAirs At 
estoniA's foreign Ministry reinArt 

steering coMMittee of council of europe And europeAn 
union's horizontAl fAcility progrAM for Western 
bAlKAns And turKey holds second Meeting

On 12 March, the State Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Republic of Macedonia, Viktor Dimovski, met with 

the Undersecretary for Economic and Development Affairs at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Estonia, Väino Reinart, who led an 
Estonian business delegation on a visit to the Republic of Macedonia.

The two officials said they were satisfied with the progress achieved 
in the relations and cooperation between the two countries. The pos-

sibilities to improve the economic cooperation and the interest of the 
Republic of Macedonia in signing more cooperation agreements were 
also tabled at the meeting.

State Secretary Dimovski also informed his guest about the reform 
priorities of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia and the 
activities taken with a view to accomplishing Macedonia’s strategic 
objectives of EU and NATO membership.

On 15 March, the Foreign Ministry of the Republic of Macedonia 
hosted the second meeting of the Steering Committee of the 

Horizontal Facility joint program of the Council of Europe and the 
European Union for the Western Balkans and Turkey, which reviewed 
the results achieved during the implementation of the program. The 
three-year Horizontal Facility program seeks to assist authorities 
in the region of the Western Balkans and Turkey to achieve greater 
compliance with European standards in three key areas: ensuring 

justice, fighting corruption, economic crime and organized crime, 
as well as combating discrimination and protecting rights of vulner-
able groups. Representatives of the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry 
of the Interior, the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors, the 
Financial Intelligence Administration, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
the Secretariat for European Affairs, the Delegation of the European 
Union and the Council of Europe took part in the meeting.

MINIstrIEs Of fOrEIgN AffAIrs Of rEPuBlIC Of MACEDONIA 
AND kINgDOM Of BElgIuM hOlD POlItICAl CONsultAtIONs 

The Ministries of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Macedonia and 

the Kingdom of Belgium held bilateral 
political consultations in Skopje on 21 
March. The delegation of the Macedonian 
Ministry was led by the State Secretary, 
Ambassador Viktor Dimovski, and the 
delegation of the Belgian Ministry was 
headed by the Director General for Bi-
lateral Relations, Ambassador Anick Van 
Calster. Views were shared on several 
topics, including on the development of 
bilateral relations, the reform processes 
in the Republic of Macedonia, the EU and 
NATO and the development of relations 
between the Republic of Macedonia and 
the neighboring countries.

It was jointly concluded that the development of bilateral 
relations went uninterrupted and in the spirit of mutual trust 
and friendship, without any open issues. The mutual commit-
ment to their further promotion was also confirmed.

Belgian Ambassador Van Calster was also received by the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, 
Nikola Dimitrov.
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president ivAnov Attends 6th globAl bAKu foruM

foreign Minister diMitrov 
Attends bergedorf round 
tAble in sArAJevo 

The President of the Republic of Macedonia, Gjorge 
Ivanov, took part in the 6th Global Baku Forum 

in Baku, the Republic of Azerbaijan, on 16 March. The 
Forum was organized by the Nizami Ganjavi Inter-
national Center and its theme this year was “Bridging 
Gaps to Create Inclusive Societies”. The Forum was 
attended by a number of sitting and former presidents, 
prime ministers and ministers, as well as many social 
and political dignitaries, university professors and 
representatives of the Young Leaders Program. Within 
the framework of the 6th Global Baku Forum, Presi-
dent Ivanov held meetings with the President of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan, Ilham Aliyev, the President of 
the Republic of Moldova, Igor Dodon, and the Prime 
Minister of the Republic of Turkey, Binali Yıldırım.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, 
Nikola Dimitrov, took part in the Bergedorf Round Table in 

Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, on 17 March. The event’s theme 
was “The Long Road to Europe: The Western Balkans Between Do-
mestic Challenges and Geopolitics”. Minister Dimitrov addressed 
the panel “Internal Reforms: Good Governance and the Rule of Law”. 
High-ranking politicians, intellectuals, publicists and civil society 
members from the Western Balkans, relevant EU member states, 
Russia, China and the United States of America took part in the 
round table. The emphasis was on the political structures and external 
influences in the region. Ways to promote cooperation between the 
EU and regional partners in the countries of the Western Balkans 
were also considered with the aim of achieving greater economic 
and political coherence.

MDB would like to extend a warm welcome and wish a successful diplomatic mission in the Republic of Macedonia to

H.E. Mr. Anders Christian Hougård, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Kingdom of Denmark, 

resident in Belgrade 

H.E. Мr. Christian Biever, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, 

resident in Luxembourg

Н.Е. Mr. George Kahema Madafa, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Tanzania, 

resident in Rome
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The office of the Hungarian chamber of commerce (Hungarian 
National Trading House) in Macedonia was opened in 2015 

by the Honorary Consulate of Hungary in Macedonia for the 
purpose of promoting the economic relations between the two 
countries, which, if the truth be told, are not on an enviable level 
despite the fact that in the last 2–3 years a certain advancement 
of the trade exchange has been noted. 

Mr. Sašo Janakievski, an experienced businessman who for the 
past 27 years has successfully managed his own company, Eko klub, 
which is the only private communal enterprise in the country, is 
in charge of the above mentioned office in the country, which is 
fully financed by Hungary. He underlines that there is potential 
for increased growth and development of business relations be-
tween the two countries, and that Hungary takes very seriously 
the markets outside the EU regardless of their size. 

“Since the opening of the Trading House, the export of Mace-
donian goods to Hungary has increased by 107.6 percent, to 41 
million euros, and imports from Hungary have climbed up by 101 
percent, to 126.5 million euros,” says Mr. Janakievski. Bilateral 
trade in 2016 amounted to roughly 167 million euros, 75 percent 
of which was Hungarian exports to Macedonia. 

Hungary is a big producer of cars and car parts, food, electric 
parts, pharmaceuticals, telecommunication devices, etc. Its ex-
port in 2015 amounted to over 100 billion dollars and its trading 
surplus was 9 billion dollars. Bearing this in mind, for the time 
being Hungary has much more to offer to Macedonia and the other 
Balkan markets than vice versa. The Honorary Consulate and the 
Trading House have organized numerous businesses meetings 
and conferences, thus introducing Hungarian know-how and 
expertise to Macedonia and helping the development of foreign 
direct investments in the country.  

As to the interest of the Hungarian business community in 
making investments in Macedonia, it is noteworthy that Hungar-
ian companies are primarily poised for investment in agriculture, 
energy, communal infrastructure, environmental protection and 
tourism. Hungary is the leading country in Central and Eastern 
Europe as far as foreign direct investments are concerned (10.7 
billion dollars in 2015 and about 100 billion dollars since 1998 
to date), but Hungarian companies are also making significant 
investments abroad.

Both countries cooperate on a significant level in the sector of 
air traffic, which is completely owing to the Hungarian low-cost 
airline Wizz Air, which has started flying from Skopje to about 30 
European destinations including Budapest as of recently. 

The Hungarian Trading House was founded by the Hungarian 
Parliament for the sole purpose of fostering Hungary’s economic 
development and opening further possibilities for a breakthrough 
of Hungarian companies abroad.

Regardless of which political party rules at present in Hungary 
or in Macedonia, the goals of the business community remain the 
same – finding common interest and cooperating mutually to the 
benefit of both sides.

In close cooperation with the Hungarian Embassy in our coun-
try we have so far organized presentations in a number of cities, 
promoting Hungarian products and technologies primarily in the 
sectors of water management, environmental protection, textile, 
electronics and food industry. 

The Macedonian companies which attended these business 
forums supplied us with feedback information about their interest 
in Hungarian products as well as about what they have to offer 
to potential Hungarian partners. In 2014 a joint committee for 
business cooperation in some key sectors was established, whilst 
at the end of 2015 a cooperation agreement was signed between the 
Macedonian Chamber of Commerce and the Hungarian National 
Chamber of Agro Industry.

Besides supporting the business cooperation between the two 
countries, the Honorary Consulate of Hungary in Macedonia 
organizes various cultural and sporting events featuring Hungar-
ian protagonists. The Consulate has sponsored the publishing of 
books by Hungarian authors translated into Macedonian and has 
organized in the past few years the gastronomic event “Days of 
Hungarian Cuisine in Macedonia”. In an administrative respect, 
the Consulate offers its help to all Hungarian citizens residing in 
or transiting through Macedonia. It is worth mentioning that the 
office of the Honorary Hungarian Consulate has it seat in the town 
of Bitola which has a remarkable history of housing numerous 
foreign consulates in the past as well as in the present. 

hungAriAn business coMMunity’s 
investMents in MAcedoniA

honorAry consuls Mr. Sašo Janakievski, Honorary Consul of Hungary in Macedonia

civil society events
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75th ANNIVErsAry Of hOlOCAust Of 
MACEDONIAN JEWs MArkED

The 75th anniversary of the Holocaust of the 
Macedonian Jews was marked on 11 and 12 

March in Skopje, Bitola and Shtip with a number 
of events organized by the Jewish Community 
of the Republic of Macedonia and the Holocaust 
Fund of the Jews from Macedonia under the 
auspices of the Prime Minister of the Republic 
of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev. In Bitola, after the 
reception hosted by the mayor, flowers were laid 
at the monument to the deported Jews and the 
monument to the national hero Estreja Ovadija-
Mara. A government delegation led by the Min-
ister of Culture, Robert Alagjozovski, attended 
the commemorations. A March of the Living was 
held at midday from the Haim Abravanel Public 
Health Institution to the railway station where 
the "official farewell" was symbolically observed. A prayer 
(kadish) was held at the Jewish cemetery and what is known 
as the Jerusalem path was also opened.   The commemorative 
activities in Bitola ended with the opening of the exhibition 
"Diplomats Recognized as Righteous Among the Nations" at 
the local museum. The mayor of Shtip also hosted a reception 
to observe the Holocaust of the Macedonian Jews. Flowers were 
laid at the monument to the deported Jews from Shtip and at 
the local Jewish cemetery. In Skopje, fresh flowers were laid at 
the monument to the deported Jews and the monument to the 
fallen fighters for the liberation of Macedonia in the Second 
World War. A commemorative evening and a concert of an 
open type were also staged at the Macedonian Philharmonic 
Orchestra concert hall. Gjorge Ivanov, President of the Republic 
of Macedonia, Eli Ben-Dahan, Deputy Minister of Defense of 
the State of Israel, Rabbi Andrew Baker, Director of Interna-
tional Jewish Affairs at the American Jewish Committee and 
Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office 
on Combating Anti-Semitism, and Berta Romano Nikolik, 

President of the Jewish Community in Macedonia, attended 
the event. The symbolic March of the Living was also held in 
Skopje, from the Museum of the City of Skopje to Imperial 
Tobacco TKS, formerly known as Monopol, from which the 
Macedonian Jews were deported. After the ceremony of lay-
ing of flowers at the memorial of the 7,144 Macedonian Jews, 
addresses were delivered by Macedonian Prime Minister 
Zoran Zaev, Bulgarian Prime Minister Boyko Borissov and 
the President of the Jewish Community of the Republic of 
Macedonia, Ms. Berta Romano Nikolik.

After the march, the delegations headed for the Parliament 
of the Republic of Macedonia where a commemorative meet-
ing took place. Ahead of the commemoration, on 5 March 
2018, the Parliament of the Republic of Macedonia adopted 
the Declaration on the 75th anniversary of the deportation 
of the Jews from Macedonia and a day later, on 6 March, the 
Government of the Republic of Macedonia adopted the work-
ing definition of anti-Semitism of the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance. 

russiAns in MAcedoniA (1920–1940) exhibition held in bitolA

At the Gavrilo R. Derzhavin International Slavic University in 
Bitola the exhibition “Russians in Macedonia (1920–1940)” 

was held from 1 to 13 March. Organized by the Embassy of the 
Russian Federation in the Republic of Macedonia, the exhibi-
tion offered an insight into the lives of Russian immigrants in 
Macedonia and the activities of Russian scientists, professors, 
architects, artists and doctors. The Institute of National History 
and the State Archives of the Republic of Macedonia took part in 
the preparation of the exhibition.
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Between the Skopje Fortress and the Skupi archaeological site, 
above the valley of the small Serava river, about one kilometer 

of Skopje is the Skopje Aqueduct. Its name derives from the Latin 
words aqua (water) and ducere (lead, guide). In its architectural 
composition, stretching from the north to the south, there are two 
access ramps, 53 pillars, 54 basic and 42 smaller arches as well as 
closed and open relief holes above the pillars. This monument of 
culture is 387.98 meters long. Its southern ramp is at an elevation 
of 279.46 meters and its northern ramp is at an elevation of 
280.485 meters. The Aqueduct’s denivelation in its present state 
is 1.025 meters.

The Aqueduct was constructed with great skill and precision 
of stone and brick. According to some, it was built in the 6th 

century during the rule of Justinian I, while others believe it was 
erected later, in the 15th century. This grandiose structure was 
in operation until the end of the 19th century. It is believed that 
water from the Lavovec spring in the village of Gluvo on Skopska 
Crna Gora was conveyed through it. The route of the Aqueduct 
ran from the Dulo spring in the vicinity of the village of Banjani 
through the cadastral areas of the villages of Chucher, Sandevo, 
Gluvo, Brazda, Gorno Orizari, Shuto Orizari, Chair all the way to 
Skopje Centar. The water was conveyed for the needs of the Skopje 
Fortress and the lower city that spread in the area of Bit Pazar. 

The Skopje Aqueduct as a monument of culture with extraor-
dinary beauty, which is unfortunately left today to the ravages of 
time and negligent visitors.

skOPJE aqueDuct
experience MAcedoniA


