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In Skopje, on 18 April, the Prime Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev, received 
from the Commissioner for European Neighborhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations, 

Johannes Hahn, the European Commission’s Progress Report on Macedonia with a clear 
recommendation for opening negotiations with the EU. At the press conference later, Com-
missioner Hahn voiced an encouraging message saying that the Republic of Macedonia was 
firmly backed on the European path, that transparent reforms were being implemented and 
that much had been done in regard to the electoral legislation in adherence with the reform 
3-6-9 Plan. He also said that the European Commission was committed and motivated to 
support Macedonia in achieving its strategic goal of EU membership.

Prime Minister Zaev pointed out, inter alia, that, “This year’s recommendation is clear 
and unconditional and that the Republic of Macedonia meets the basic political criterion for 
EU membership, which is expected to make it possible for the accession negotiations with 
the EU to begin.”

priMe Minister ZAev receives 
progress report on republic 
of MAcedoniA froM europeAn 
coMMissioner hAhn
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The President of the Republic of Macedonia, Gjorge Ivanov, hosted 
in Skopje a leaders’ meeting of the Brdo-Brijuni Process partici-

pating countries on 27 April.
The meeting was attended by the President of the Republic of Albania, 

Ilir Meta, the Chairman of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Bakir Izetbegović, the President of the Republic of Kosovo, Hashim 
Thaçi, the President of the Republic of Slovenia, Borut Pahor, the 
President of the Republic of Serbia, Aleksandar Vučić, the President of 
the Republic of Croatia, Kolinda Grabar-Kitarović, and the President 
of Montenegro, Filip Vujanović. Honorary guests at the meeting in 
Skopje were the President of the European Council, Donald Tusk, 
and the Prime Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria, Boyko Borissov.

This year’s meeting of the leaders of the Brdo-Brijuni Process 
participating states focused on the need to improve interconnected-
ness in political, economic, infrastructural and security terms, in the 
context of the new strategy of the European Union on the Western 

Balkans. At the initiative of the Republic of Macedonia, a meeting 
was held for the first time of the directors of the intelligence agencies 
of the Brdo-Brijuni Process participating states, at which security 
interconnectedness as part of the regional cooperation was tabled. 

The President of the Republic of Croatia, Kolinda Grabar-Kitarović, 
paid an official visit to the Republic of Macedonia on 26 April. 

She met with her host, the President of the Republic of Macedonia, 
Gjorge Ivanov, and a plenary meeting was also held of the two 
countries’ official delegations. After the meeting, the two presidents 
held a joint press conference. Over the course of her visit, Grabar-
Kitarović also met with the Speaker of Parliament of the Republic 
of Macedonia, Talat Xhaferi.

Prime Minister Zoran Zaev, accompanied by the Deputy Prime 
Minister for European Affairs, Bujar Osmani, Foreign Minister Nikola 

Dimitrov, the Minister without Portfolio in charge of foreign invest-
ments, Zorica Apostolska, and the State Secretary at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Viktor Dimovski, had a working dinner with Croatian 
President Grabar-Kitarović, accompanied by a Croatian delegation 
and the Croatian Ambassador to Macedonia, Danijela Barišić.

president ivAnov hosts Meeting of leAders of 
brdo-brijuni process pArticipAting stAtes 

croAtiA's president grAbAr-
KitArović pAys officiAl visit 
to republic of MAcedoniA
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On 3 April, the Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Macedonia, Zoran Zaev, accompanied by the Deputy 

Prime Minister for Economic Affairs, Kočo Angjusev, 
the Minister of Economy, Kreshnik Bekteshi, and the 
State Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Vik-
tor Dimovski, met with the Slovenian Prime Minister, 
Miro Cerar, who paid an official visit to the Republic 
of Macedonia together with a government and business 
delegation. At the meeting, Prime Minister Cerar was 
accompanied by the Minister of Economic Development 
and Technology, Zdravko Počivalšek, and the Ambas-
sador of the Republic of Slovenia to the Republic of 
Macedonia, Milan Jazbec.

Both at the bilateral meeting and in his official state-
ment, Prime Minister Cerar said that the Republic of 
Slovenia supported the Republic of Macedonia in its 
aspirations for EU and NATO membership. He added 
that it was necessary to intensify the process of integration 
of the Republic of Macedonia and the region into the EU and NATO 
and that he as a prime minister and the Republic of Slovenia as a state 
upheld these positions before Europe. Prime Minister Cerar said he 
expected a recommendation for the Republic of Macedonia, which 
would encourage further the positive processes in the country. He 
reaffirmed the determination of the Republic of Slovenia to deepen 
cooperation with the Republic of Macedonia and to support the 
country in many areas including environmental protection, energy, 
agriculture, industry and Euro-Atlantic integration.

In his statement for the media, on behalf of the citizens and the 
Government of the Republic of Macedonia, Prime Minister Zaev 
thanked Prime Minister Cerar and the Government and citizens 
of the Republic of Slovenia for their strong support for Macedonia’s 
Euro-Atlantic integration.

The Slovenian prime minister was also received by the President 
of the Republic of Macedonia, Gjorge Ivanov, and the Speaker of 
Parliament, Talat Xhaferi.

sloveniAn priMe Minister cerAr pAys  
officiAl visit to republic of MAcedoniA

The EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy and European Commission 

Vice-President Federica Mogherini paid a visit to the 
Republic of Macedonia on 18 and 19 April. On 18 April, 
accompanied by the EU Ambassador to the Republic 
of Macedonia, Samuel Žbogar, she met with the Prime 
Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev, the 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense, Radmila 
Šekerinska, the Deputy Prime Minister for European 
Affairs, Bujar Osmani, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Nikola Dimitrov, and the State Secretary at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Viktor Dimovski.

EU High Representative Mogherini stressed at the 
meeting that she came with the primary intention of 
congratulating Prime Minister Zaev, the Government, 
the opposition, the Parliament and the citizens on the 
received clear recommendation for opening EU mem-
bership negotiations with the Republic of Macedonia.

Within her 2-day visit to the Republic of Macedonia, Mogherini 
addressed the Parliament of the Republic of Macedonia speaking be-
fore the Macedonian lawmakers, Prime Minister Zoran Zaev, justice 

system dignitaries and representatives of religious communities and 
the diplomatic corps.

Mogherini was also received by the President of the Republic of 
Macedonia, Gjorge Ivanov.

priMe Minister ZAev Meets With eu high representAtive/
ec vice-president Mogherini: congrAtulAtions 
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ZAEv AND MOgHErINI HAvE INfOrMAl 
DINNEr WItH WEstErN bAlkAN lEADErs

rEPublIC Of MACEDONIA HOsts  
fIrst WEstErN bAlkANs DIgItAl suMMIt

Prime Minister Zoran Zaev and the EU High Representative 
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-President 

of the European Commission, Federica Mogherini, hosted 
an informal dinner with the prime ministers of the Western 
Balkan countries in Skopje on 18 April. The event was attended 
by the Heads of Government of the Republic of Albania, the 
Republic of Serbia, the Republic of Kosovo, Montenegro and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Edi Rama, Ana Brnabić, Ramush 
Haradinaj, Duško Marković and Denis Zvizdić.

They discussed the situation in the region and the processes 
of integration of the Western Balkans into the European 
Union. The prime ministers once again reiterated their sincere 
commitment to the full implementation of reforms in their 
countries with the aim of speeding up the process of accession 
into the European family. High Representative Mogherini 

stressed the need for all the countries in the Western Balkans 
to accelerate their essential reforms thus living up to their 
citizens' expectations. 

On 18 and 19 April, the Republic of Macedonia hosted 
the First Western Balkans Digital Summit, attended 

by prime ministers, government officials, businessmen, 
and representatives of the EU, regional organizations and 
the academic community. It was also attended by high 
representatives of the EC and the countries of the region, the 
European Commissioner for Digital Economy and Society, 
Mariya Gabriel, the European Commissioner for Neighborhood 
Policy and Enlargement Negotiations, Johannes Hahn, and 
other representatives of the EC and the Council for Economic 
Cooperation as well as representatives of the IT industries, the 
business sector and the academic community. The Summit was 
officially opened by Prime Minister Zoran Zaev who said among 
other things that this event was going to help the countries of 
the region connect more strongly with new technology and use 
that technology for better and closer cooperation.

On 19 April, the comprehensive agenda for one of the biggest 
regional events this year was completed with a special workshop 
on the emergence of fake news, as an inevitable, side effect 
phenomenon of the global digitization. The Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, was the 
moderator of this closing session. At the end of the Media in 
Digital Age: Combating Fake News panel, Minister Dimitrov 
concluded that this summit session is a good start, that now is the 
time to sit down and seriously discuss a strategy for combating 
fake news, and that the governments from the region and wider 
should basically be factors for finding a final solution.

Minister of Information Society and Administration Damjan 
Mančevski and Minister of Foreign Affairs Nikola Dimitrov 
held a press conference, conveying the messages and conclusions 
derived from the First Western Balkans Digital Summit. 

Minister Dimitrov expressed his gratitude to all supporters of 
the idea to organize the first Digital Summit in Skopje. “The 
Summit Agenda is part of the EU’s strategy, and the upcoming 
Summit in Sofia will bring together the region’s efforts for its 
approximation to the European Union,” said Dimitrov. 

As an accompanying event at the 2-day Summit, an Expo 
was organized at which 37 companies from the region and 
beyond had stands and held presentations. 
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On 12 April, at Villa Ohrid, the Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 

of Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, met with 
his counterpart from the Hellenic Repub-
lic, Nikos Kotzias. At the meeting held in 
a cordial atmosphere, all the aspects of 
the name dispute were tabled. At the same 
time, the working groups of the Republic 
of Macedonia and the Hellenic Republic, 
composed of senior diplomats, also held a 
meeting. Based on the progress they had 
made at their meeting in Vienna, they 
agreed on a part of the text that refers 
to the countries’ future cooperation in 
several areas.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Macedonia, Nikola Dimi-

trov, addressed the April session of the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe (PACE), held in Strasbourg 
from 23 to 27 April. In his address, he 
stressed that in times of global chal-
lenges and crises, it was necessary for the 
member countries of the Organization to 
make comprehensive efforts to fulfill the 
responsibilities arising from their mem-
bership of the Council of Europe (CoE), 
thus contributing directly to Europe’s 
democratic security. At the same time, 
he stressed that Europe’s consolidation 
was impossible without a stable, peace-
ful and prosperous Balkans. Regarding 
Macedonia’s European integration prog-
ress, Minister Dimitrov stressed that the 
best confirmation of what had been done 
was the clear recommendation in the 
latest Progress Report of the European 
Commission.

Within the framework of his visit to the Council of Europe, Minister 
Dimitrov had separate meetings with Thorbjørn Jagland, Secretary 
General of the Council of Europe, Michele Nicoletti, President of the 
Parliamentary Assembly, Guido Raimondi, President of the European 
Court of Human Rights, Dunja Mijatović, Commissioner for Human 

Rights of the Council of Europe, and members of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe.

At the talks, he presented the foreign policy undertakings of the 
Government of the Republic of Macedonia, the new neighborhood 
policy and the activities of the Government in the light of the reforms 
seeking to promote democracy, human rights and the rule of law. 

foreign Ministers of republic of MAcedoniA And hellenic 
republic diMitrov And KotZiAs hold WorKing Meeting

foreign Minister diMitrov Attends session of 
council of europe pArliAMentAry AsseMbly
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fOrEIgN MINIstEr DIMItrOv vIsIts 
grAND DuCHy Of luxEMbOurg

ukrAINE's fOrEIgN MINIstEr klIMkIN 
vIsIts rEPublIC Of MACEDONIA

On 20 April, Macedonian Foreign Minister Nikola Dimitrov 
paid a working visit to the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, 

within which he met with his host, the Minister of Foreign 
and European Affairs, Jean Asselborn.

Minister Dimitrov briefed his host on the latest develop-
ments in Macedonia's political situation, reform agenda, 
regional cooperation and efforts to reach a compromise 
solution to the bilateral dispute with the Hellenic Republic. 
The two ministers exchanged views on the recommendation 
in the latest Report of the European Commission on the 
Republic of Macedonia and the prospect of getting a date 
for opening accession negotiations. Minister Asselborn reaf-
firmed Luxembourg's support for the Republic of Macedonia 
and encouraged the Government to continue implementing 
internal reforms with the aim of achieving European and 
Euro-Atlantic integration.

During his visit, Minister Dimitrov also met with the 
Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies of the Grand Duchy 
of Luxembourg, Mars Di Bartolomeo, and members of the 
Parliamentary Committee on Foreign and European Affairs, 
Defense, Cooperation and Immigration. At Luxembourg's 
Chamber of Commerce, before interested companies, he also 

presented the opportunities for investment in the Republic 
of Macedonia.

Ukraine's Foreign Minister Pavlo Klimkin paid an official 
visit to the Republic of Macedonia on 11 and 12 April. 

At the meeting with his host, the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, discussions 
revolved around the relations between the two countries and 
the possibilities to promote cooperation further, especially the 
economic one. The ministers reaffirmed the common vision 
of a safer and more stable Europe and the mutual support 
and cooperation in achieving both countries' foreign policy 
priorities.

The interest in promoting economic cooperation, trade and 
business relations was confirmed. In that context, the ministers 
emphasized the common determination to sign a bilateral 
agreement as soon as possible on lifting visas for short-term 
travels by Macedonians and Ukrainian nationals, which is 
expected to encourage and facilitate contacts between the two 
countries. Views were also exchanged on the European and 
Euro-Atlantic aspirations and integration of the two countries 
as well as other current international issues. After the meeting, 
Ministers Dimitrov and Klimkin signed a Joint Declaration 
between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Macedonia and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 

and a Memorandum of Cooperation between the Diplomatic 
Academy at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Macedonia and the Hennadii Udovenko Diplomatic Academy 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine.

During his official visit to the Republic of Macedonia, Min-
ister Klimkin was also received by the Speaker of Parliament 
of the Republic of Macedonia, Talat Xhaferi, Prime Minister 
Zoran Zaev and Deputy Prime Minister Bujar Osmani.
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On 4 April, the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Macedonia, Nikola 

Dimitrov, paid his first working visit to the 
French Republic. Minister Dimitrov had a 
meeting with his French host, the Minister 
for Europe and Foreign Affairs, Jean-Yves 
Le Drian, at which they both said they were 
pleased with the mutual efforts to introduce 
a new dynamics in the political dialogue that 
seeks to enrich the overall bilateral coopera-
tion between the Republic of Macedonia and 
the French Republic.

Minister Dimitrov stressed the importance 
that the Republic of Macedonia attached to 
its relations with the French Republic, both 
bilaterally and in the context of Macedonia’s 
European and Euro-Atlantic future. He also 
told his French counterpart about the reforms 
the Government was taking in the light of the 
European and Euro-Atlantic integration and 
in the context of the role of the Republic of 
Macedonia as a catalyst of regional cooperation and stability.

Minister Dimitrov also met with Philippe Étienne, a diplomatic 
adviser to French President Emmanuel Macron, and with the Chair-
men of the Friendship Groups at the National Assembly and the 
Senate of France.

During his visit, Minister Dimitrov delivered an address at the 
renowned French Institute of International Relations (IFRI) on the 
subject “The Achievements of the Government of the Republic of 
Macedonia in Its Bid to Join European and Euro-Atlantic Structures.”

foreign Minister diMitrov pAys  
WorKing visit to french republic 

MINIstErIAl WOrkINg luNCH HElD ON sIDElINEs 
Of brDO-brIjuNI PrOCEss suMMIt

On the sidelines of the Brdo-Brijuni 
Process Summit, which took place 

in Skopje on 27 April, the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Mace-
donia, Nikola Dimitrov, hosted a work-
ing lunch for the foreign ministers of the 
countries participating in the Process 
and the special guest, European Council 
President Donald Tusk. Representatives 
of the British Foreign Office were also 
present at the lunch considering that 
the next Summit of the Berlin Process 
will be held in London this year.

Discussions at the working lunch 
focused on the new momentum cre-
ated in our region, the expectations 
of the upcoming period and the challenges in the light of the 
EU Strategy on the Western Balkans, the progress reports 
published by the European Commission, and the upcoming 
important Summits - the Summit in Sofia on 17 May and the 

Summit in London on 9 and 10 July. Views were also exchanged 
on the future of regional cooperation, regional and European 
stability and security, and economic growth and progress.
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The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Mace-
donia, Nikola Dimitrov, took part in and addressed 

the conference organized on the occasion of the 10th an-
niversary of the establishment of the European Fund for 
the Balkans in Belgrade, the Republic of Serbia, on 16 April. 
The conference was dedicated to promoting the European 
integration of the region and to supporting its democratic 
development in the spirit of European values.

In his address, Minister Dimitrov said among other 
things: “Today we celebrate 10 years of the establishment 
of the European Fund for the Balkans. It is a great occasion 
to ask ourselves whether today we are closer to the EU gates 
than in 2008. Perhaps even more importantly, we should 
ask ourselves how to bring the European values home and 
how to make our countries more democratic and prosperous 
since this is the question that unites us all including myself 
as Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, 
the hardworking and extremely creative people working for 
this organization and all the young people, alumni of the 
European Fund for the Balkans, whose energy and com-
mitment should be wisely put in the service of our common 
regional goal with the hope that we are going to celebrate 
the next jubilee all together as members of the EU.”

During the conference, Minister Dimitrov held meetings and 
talks with several officials including with Florian Bieber, Director of 
the Centre for Southeast European Studies at the University of Graz, 

Kristof Bender, Deputy Chairman of the European Stability Initiative, 
the renowned think tank, Hedvig Morvai, Executive Director of the 
European Fund for the Balkans, and other distinguished participants.

On 17 April, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Re-
public of Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, received the 

Vice-President of the Senate of the Czech Republic, Jiří 
Šestak, accompanied by the Chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, Defense and Security, František Bublan, 
the Chairman of the Committee on European Affairs, 
Vaclav Hampel, six other senators and two secretaries. The 
Czech delegation paid the official visit to the Republic of 
Macedonia from 16 to 18 April.

Talks focused on the bilateral cooperation between the 
Republic of Macedonia and the Czech Republic and the 
possibilities to intensify cooperation further in several areas 
of mutual interest, with an emphasis on the Czech support 
for the Euro-Atlantic path of the Republic of Macedonia 
and the effort to open accession negotiations with the EU 
as soon as possible. 

In the context of the parliamentary cooperation, both 
parties confirmed the active cooperation between the two 
countries as well as the possibilities to intensify and deepen 
it in the future. Minister Dimitrov talked about the implementation 
of the Government’s 3-6-9 Plan and the activities that had been taken 

to improve and advance good-neighborly relations with the aim of 
settling outstanding issues with neighbors.

foreign Minister diMitrov Attends celebrAtion of 10th 
AnniversAry of europeAn fund for bAlKAns in belgrAde

vice-president of cZech senAte ŠestAK And delegAtion 
pAy officiAl visit to republic of MAcedoniA
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fOrEIgN MINIstEr DIMItrOv MEEts WItH  
MEMbErs Of frANCE-MACEDONIA frIENDsHIP 

grOuP At frENCH NAtIONAl AssEMbly

fOrEIgN MINIstEr DIMItrOv MEEts WItH DIrECtOr 
gENErAl fOr EurOPEAN uNION AND bIlAtErAl 

rElAtIONs At ItAlIAN fOrEIgN MINIstry buCCINO

On 27 April, Macedonia's Minister of Foreign Affairs, Nikola 
Dimitrov, received the President and Vice-President of the 

France-Macedonia Friendship Group at the French National 
Assembly, Bertrand Sorre and Grégory Galbadon, who paid a 
working visit to the Republic Macedonia from 23 to 27 April.

Talks focused on the efforts to strengthen bilateral coop-
eration between the Republic of Macedonia and the French 
Republic, the parliamentary dimension as significant in the 
bringing of the two countries closer together and the French 
support in the process of Macedonia's European and Euro-
Atlantic integration. 

Minister Dimitrov briefed his guests on the implemented 
reform agenda, which was taken note of in the positive report 
of the European Commission on the progress of the Republic 

of Macedonia and in which opening of accession negotiations 
was recommended. 

On 27 April, Nikola Dimitrov, Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Macedonia, received the Director 

General for the European Union and Bilateral Relations at 
the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Giuseppe Buccino. 
Minister Dimitrov told him about the implementation of key 
reforms and their transformative role for the country in the 
context of the overall promotion of democratic processes, rule 
of law and building of responsible and functional institutions. 

Director General Buccino reaffirmed the support of the Ital-
ian Republic for the process of enlargement of the European 
Union, and in that context, the strong Italian support for the 
Republic of Macedonia. 

foreign Minister diMitrov Meets With chAirMAn And 
MeMbers of gerMAn bundestAg coMMittee on eu AffAirs

On 11 April, the Foreign Minister of the Republic of Mace-
donia, Nikola Dimitrov, received a delegation of the 

German Bundestag Committee on the Affairs of the European 
Union led by Chairman Günther Krichbaum. In addition to 
Krichbaum (CDU), the delegation also included MPs Thomas 
Hacker (FDP) and Harald Weyel (AfD).

Minister Dimitrov briefed the German lawmakers on the 
course of implementing reforms, the steps taken and the re-

sults achieved in the promotion of good-neighborly relations. 
He said that he was particularly grateful for the Bundestag’s 
support and that he was confident that through intensified 
activities in the coming months, the German Federal Parlia-
ment would give a significant impetus to the accomplishment 
of Macedonia’s strategic goals of opening negotiations with 
the EU and joining NATO.
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stAte secretAry diMovsKi At regionAl  
conference on countering online  
rAdicAliZAtion in context of cyber security

stAte secretAry diMovsKi Attends Meeting of foreign 
Ministers of seecp pArticipAting countries 

foreign Minister diMitrov Meets With  
delegAtion of vietnAM's nAtionAl AsseMbly

The State Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Viktor Di-
movski, participated in the Regional Conference on Countering 

Online Radicalization in the Context of Cyber Security, organized by 
the Regional Cooperation Council in Belgrade, the Republic of Serbia, 
on 17 April. In his address, Dimovski pointed out that the Republic of 

Macedonia, as in fact all the countries in the international community, 
was not immune to online terrorist and extremist propaganda. At the 
same time, he spoke about the undertaken activities in the preparation 
of the National Strategy for Cyberspace Security, in the making of 
which all relevant government and academic institutions were involved.

On 23 April, in Brdo pri Kranju, as part of the closing activities 
of Slovenia’s Chairmanship-in-Office of the South-East Euro-

pean Cooperation Process (SEECP), a delegation from the Republic 
of Macedonia led by the State Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Viktor Dimovski, took part in the Meeting of the Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs of the SEECP Participating States, which precedes 
the SEECP Summit.

State Secretary Dimovski welcomed the unconditional recommen-
dation for launching EU accession negotiations with the Republic of 
Macedonia, assessing it as an acknowledgment of the achievements 
of the Government of the Republic of Macedonia in recent months.

In his address, he also presented the views of the Republic of 
Macedonia regarding the current challenges and developments in 
the region, underlining the importance of promoting security and 
cooperation in the region, especially when it comes to strategic, 
infrastructural and other projects and solutions of common interest.  

The Declaration to be adopted at the SEECP Summit was endorsed 
at the ministerial meeting of the SEECP participating states.

On 30 April, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, received a delegation of the 

National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, led by the 
Vice Chairman of the 14th National Assembly, Uong Chu Luu. The 
delegation included deputies and representatives of regions in the 
country.

Minister Dimitrov stressed the importance and attention paid by 
the Government of the Republic of Macedonia to the relations with 
the countries of Asia, including the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. The 
officials agreed that there was untapped potential for strengthening 
bilateral cooperation in many areas, chiefly in the areas of economy, 
education, culture and tourism. The possibilities for establishing 
direct cooperation between the business communities of the two 
countries, which can be significant stepping stones towards the 
European and Vietnamese markets, were also tabled.

Uong Chu Luu expressed satisfaction with the traditional friend-
ship between the two countries and stressed that the purpose of his 
visit was to deepen relations further. Regarding bilateral coopera-

tion, in addition to the economy, the vice chairman also pointed out 
culture, education and tourism as fields that offer a wide potential 
for cooperation.

diploMAtic neWs
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stAtE sECrEtAry DIMOvskI MEEts WItH  
gErMAN fOrEIgN OffICE WEstErN bAlkANs 

DIvIsION DEPuty HEAD HullMANN

On 26 April, the State Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Viktor Dimovski, received the Deputy Head of 

the Western Balkans Division at the German Federal Foreign 
Office, Christiane Hullmann. The meeting focused on the ef-
forts to accomplish the foreign policy objectives of the Republic 
of Macedonia of launching accession negotiations with the 
EU and joining NATO, promoting regional cooperation and 
advancing relations with neighbors.

The interlocutors exchanged views on the recent European 
Commission Progress Report on the Republic of Macedonia 
and the recommendation for launching accession negotiations 
with the European Union. In the spirit of this year's celebra-
tion of the 25th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between the two countries, the two officials confirmed 

the excellent bilateral relations of the two countries, expressing 
mutual readiness to promote them further and to continue 
the political dialogue at the highest level.

MINIstry Of fOrEIgN AffAIrs DAy CElEbrAtED

The Day of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 29 April, was 
marked with a cocktail reception at the Museum of Con-

temporary Art in Skopje on 29 April. Besides the Foreign 
Ministry staff, the event was also attended by former minis-
ters of foreign affairs, representatives of the diplomatic corps 
resident in Skopje and other distinguished guests. Minister 

Dimitrov delivered an address for the occasion and awarded 
plaques to former Foreign Ministry employees who retired 
from 2016 to 2018. 

The Successful Diplomat of the Year 2018 plaque was pre-
sented to diplomat Cenk Seyfullah.

The Foltin music band performed at the reception.
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president ivAnov Attends 21st eurAsiAn suMMit in istAnbul

MfA hosts conference “MAcedoniA: euro-AtlAntic 
integrAtion, neW chAllenges And opportunities"

The President of the Republic of Macedonia, Gjorge Ivanov, at-
tended the 21st Eurasian Economic Summit whose theme was 

“The Dilemma of Our Century: Technology vs. Politics”, which took 
place in Istanbul, Turkey, on 11 and 12 April. The organizer of the 
Summit was the Marmara Foundation, a group for political, eco-
nomic and social research that seeks to improve relations between 
the EU and the countries of Central Asia and the Middle East. 
President Ivanov addressed the opening ceremony of the Summit. 
On this occasion, Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yıldırım honored 
President Ivanov with an award for his 10-year contribution to the 
Eurasian Economic Summit. President Ivanov also addressed the 
business dinner, attended by a delegation of the Economic Chamber 
of Macedonia, the leadership of the Union of Chambers and Com-
modity Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB) and businessmen from Turkey. 
He spoke about the promotion of economic relations between the two 
countries through an increase in trade and investments. During his 
working visit to Turkey, President Ivanov had meetings with Turkish 

Prime Minister Yıldırım and Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
I of Constantinople.

On 26 April, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs hosted 

the Conference “Macedonia: 
Euro-Atlantic Integration, New 
Challenges and Opportunities” 
organized by the Institute for 
Geostrategic Research and For-
eign Policy at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Macedonia in cooperation 
with the George C. Marshall 
European Center for Secu-
rity Studies and Macedonia’s 
Marshall Center Alumni As-
sociation.

The Conference was opened 
by Viktor Dimovski, State 
Secretary at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. Stevo Penda-
rovski, National NATO Mem-
bership Coordinator of the Republic of Macedonia, the Ambassador 
of the Federal Republic of Germany, Thomas Norbert Gerberich, 
the Ambassador of the French Republic, Christian Thimonier, 
Slovenian Navy Captain Gorazd Bartol, Chief of the NATO Liaison 
Office in Skopje, and Ambassador Abdulkadar Memedi, Director 
of the Institute for Geostrategic Research and Foreign Policy, also 
delivered opening remarks.

The focus of the Conference was on the reform efforts neces-
sary to fulfill the criteria for NATO membership and the progress 
made in the Euro-Atlantic integration process, in the light of the 
unconditional recommendation of the European Commission for 
opening negotiations for full-fledged membership of the EU. Within 

the Conference, two specialized panels were held titled “NATO 
Membership” / “EU Membership”.

The Conference was attended by senior representatives of the 
George C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies, NATO, 
the diplomatic corps, the Ministry of Defense of the Republic of 
Macedonia, other state institutions, the academic community and 
the non-governmental sector.

Ambassador Memedi, Professor Stojan Slaveski, President of the 
Marshall Center Alumni Association of the Republic of Macedonia, 
and Ryan Beck, Alumni Relations Specialist at the George C. Marshall 
European Center for Security Studies, presented their concluding 
observations when the open debate ended. 
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All human beings during their lifetime are expected to fully 
devote themselves to the benefits of the past and the trust our 

ancestors had left us, especially using their capabilities to enable 
the development and prosperity of their own country in the interest 
of future generations. 

My mission began accidentally at the time our country gained its 
independence and during the period of huge political turbulences 
in the region, the redrawing of borders and the war that led to 
Yugoslavia’s breakup.  

The experience I gained in the 1980s during my postgraduate 
studies in Zagreb and the great friendships I forged with people from 
all over Yugoslavia and the region over the course of my long-time 
working experience across Europe gave me the opportunity to have 
a more real perspective on what was happening in our European 
neighborhood. 

Because of all of this, 20 years ago, I was honored with the op-
portunity of becoming a diplomatic representative of Slovakia, 
one of the most prosperous countries in Europe, in the Republic 
of Macedonia. In 1998 I was nominated for Honorary Consul of 
the Slovak Republic in the Republic of Macedonia. 

The office of an honorary consul at that time was filled by experi-
enced and proven intellectuals and businessmen such as Mr. Stevkov 
and Mr. Mukaetov. As the youngest among them I approached this 
honorary post with great enthusiasm and dedication. 

This was an exceptional responsibility especially taking into 
account that at the time Slovakia didn’t have its own diplomatic 
mission in the Republic of Macedonia. The appointment therefore 
brought me important and serious duties and responsibilities. 

The political turmoils followed one another: the armed clashes 
in Yugoslavia, the refugee crisis in Kosovo, the crisis and military 
conflict in Macedonia... 

In this process, the Slovak Republic was included at the highest 
level. For me, this was a great experience. Being part of a group of 
experienced diplomats such as Mr. Eduard Kukan, Mr. Miroslav 
Lajčák and others is very valuable for every human being. 

Some of these diplomats remained close friends of mine. Forging 
such friendships was the most precious thing that this voluntary 
engagement brought me.

Slovakia is highly important for the Republic of Macedonia, 
taking into consideration the fact that it is a Slavonic country that 
nourishes the Ss. Cyril and Methodius tradition and is the country 
where this tradition originates from.

The historical connection and devotion to preserving the cult 
of Ss. Cyril and Methodius is the pillar of the friendship between 
the two countries. 

The Slovak Republic is a true partner that we can rely on and 
a guardian of our dignity in the European institutions. In the 
European society no country can be regarded as a greater friend 
to Macedonia than Slovakia. It is the type of friend that does not 
have any hidden or open reasons to endanger the support it offers.

In the current situation at home and in Europe, Slovakia is 
always fully committed to showing us the true direction, with the 
sole purpose of preserving Macedonia as a country with a European 
perspective. 

Mr. Kukan, as an experienced diplomat, was part of a group of 
European parliamentarians who succeeded in pulling our country 
out of the longstanding political crisis. 

We can be sure that Mr. Miroslav Lajčák, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Slovak Republic, and the current President of the 
United Nations General Assembly, will always be a friend, a person 

slovAKiA is AlWAys fully coMMitted 
to shoWing us the true direction 
With the sole purpose of 
preserving MAcedoniA As A country 
With A europeAn perspective

honorAry consuls Mr. Vlade Stojanovski, Honorary Consul of the Slovak Republic in the 
Republic of Macedonia

civil society events
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skOPjE fIlM fEstIvAl 

The 21st Skopje 
Fi l m Fest iva l 

was held from 19 to 
26 April. The festival 
took place at three lo-
cations, the Millen-
nium and Frosina cin-
emas and the Cinema-
theque of Macedonia. 
More than 50 films 
were shown divided 
into seven programs: 
Authors Film Pro-
gram, Panorama of World Cinema, Macedonian Produc-
tion, French Film Focus, European Film Program, Hitchcock 
Retrospective, and, for the first time this year, Queer Focus.

The festival opened at the Millennium cinema with the 
premiere of the feature film "The Year of the Monkey" directed 
by Vladimir Blaževski.

to always take our side in all European and world forums where the 
topic of discussion is the Republic of Macedonia.

For the first time, Slovakia held the Presidency of the Council 
of the European Union in 2016 and in that period our country 
had a true friend, especially during the tense political crisis in the 
Republic of Macedonia.

The opening of the Embassy of the Slovak Republic in our country 
in 2009 made it possible for Slovak diplomats to become directly 
involved and for the implementation of real programs in support of 
our country to begin. More specifically, Slovakia has made resources 
available for providing opportunities for education of Macedonian 
students at Slovak universities with paid residency, that is, free of 
charge, offering them the same education that Slovak students are 
entitled to. Since 2009, Slovakia has been awarding scholarships to 
Macedonian students, providing them with intensive Slovak language 
courses so as to enable them to study effectively at Slovak universities.

Within the framework of its budget, Slovakia makes one-time 
donations to various institutions that have declared interest. Such 
was the donation of two ambulances for the Bucharest Polyclinic 
and the health center in Bitola, and the donation of 1,500 boots for 
the Macedonian police force.

Through its Embassy in Skopje, the Slovak Republic continuously 
supports various cultural events. Among the projects it has so far 
supported are the Slovak-Macedonian Dictionary, the translation 
of Slovak books including “Hyena Coffee” published by Magor, the 
collection of scientific works II, Macedonian-Slovak literary, cultural 
and language links, and screenings of modern Slovak films in cinemas 
across the Republic of Macedonia. It also supported the hosting 
of top Slovak artists such as the virtuoso pianist Richard Rikkon.

The Macedonian-Slovak edition of the “Proclamation” of the 
Holy Evangelist Constantine the Philosopher was promoted in the 
cathedral church of St. Sophia in Ohrid.

Slovakia will always support the Republic of Macedonia in its 
efforts to improve the well-being of its citizens. A number of invest-
ments have already been carried out and the implementation of new 
investments by several Slovak companies is in progress. 

Others will follow in the period ahead especially with the grow-
ing prospects for Macedonia’s European Union membership. My 
mission will live on through the accomplishment of these ideals 
with a serious approach and commitment to our country’s goal of 
joining the European Union in the best interest of all our citizens.

WEEk Of CONtEMPOrAry fINNIsH fIlM  
HElD At CINEMAtHEquE Of MACEDONIA

At the Cinematheque of Macedonia, from 24 to 29 April, 
the Week of Contemporary Finnish Film was held. The 

event featured six films, five feature films and one documen-
tary, which differ from one another by their theme and form. 
The films are a cross-section of Finnish cinematography in 
the last two years.



MACEDONIAN DIPLOMATIC BULLETIN No. 127 – 201816

In the fertile Strumica valley below Mt. Belasica, about ten 
kilometers northeast of Strumica, in the valley of the Stara 

Reka river, is a large swamp known as the Monospitovo Wetland. 
It is assumed that the swamp is a remnant of a large lake that was 
created 20 million years ago at the time when the Aegean land was 
formed and that later emptied into the Aegean Sea. The last swamp 
in the Republic of Macedonia used to stretch on an area of 5,000 
hectares and was home to prehistoric plants and animals. This unique 
natural history museum in the area of the village of Monospitovo 
spreads today on 400 hectares and is a shelter to rare species of flora 
and fauna. The Monospitovo Wetland was characterized in the 
past by great biodiversity. However, there is scarce information on 
this area, with the exception of the research on some algae, higher 
plants and plant communities. The Wetland abounds in silicate 
algae, rare species of insects, marsh birds and mammals. A total of 
112 species of birds have been registered here, the most important 
among which are the black stork and the lesser spotted eagle. The 
forest communities in and around the Wetland make a great shelter 
for many mammals, so here you can find otters and foxes. There are 
11 species of amphibians and 16 species of reptiles.

The Wetland is at an altitude of 240 meters and, with its rich 
flora and fauna, is the only wetland in the Republic of Macedonia. 
Surrounded by many species of trees, ferns, reed and countless 
birds, this monument of nature is reminiscent of a small jungle 
in which unique plants and animals hide. In its long and rich 
history, the Monospitovo Wetland has undergone major changes. 
Until 1947, it was traditionally used for hunting and fishing and 
for feeding the livestock on the local meadows, while its bulrush 
and reed were used to cover houses and knit baskets. According to 
its older inhabitants, the Wetland used to be six meters deep and 
special boats called šajki were used to cross it over to the villages of 
Zubovo, Bansko and Murtino. Activities were taken between 1947 
1975 to drain the swamp and turn it into arable land. The area of 
the Wetland thus shrank by more than ten times, to a total of 400 
hectares, 250 of which are under water and reed.

The Monospitovo Wetland is an open-air natural history museum 
and still home to rare species of flora and fauna. The most famous 
are the relictual species, such as the royal fern (osmunda regalis) 
that the Municipality of Strumica declared a protected species in 
1987 because of being endemic. 

MONOsPItOvO WEtlAND - 
maceDonia's last swamp

experience MAcedoniA


