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DIPLOMATIC NOTEBOOK

PRIME MINISTER ZAEV RECEIVED 
NATO MEMBERSHIP INVITATION FROM 
SECRETARY GENERAL STOLTENBERG

Brussels, 12 July  2018 - NATO Secretary General Stoltenberg stressed that 
the citizens of the Republic of Macedonia should accept today’s big day as 

a day that deserves to be celebrated, and that this invitation is a result of ful-
filled conditions and NATO standards, as well as of the historic agreement for 
strategic partnership and solution of the Macedonian-Greek name difference.

At the joint press conference, the Prime Minister of the Republic of Mace-
donia, Zoran Zaev, said that this was a historic day for our country and that he, 
the Government of the Republic of Macedonia and the citizens were grateful 
for the decision of our Allies to start the process of fully-fledged membership 
of the Alliance.

“It is a historic decision for the future of my country and for our citizens. 
This decision is an acknowledgment of our dedicated work for more than two 
decades. This is an acknowledgment for the work of all Macedonian politi-
cians from independence until today, recognition for our institutions and all 
political parties. This is an acknowledgment for all our citizens, for the entire 
civil society, and for all the others who have patiently waited this day, “said 
Prime Minister Zaev.
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TELEPHONE CONVERSATION ZAEV-PENCE

On 5 July 2018, the Prime Minister  of the Republic 
of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev, had a friendly and cor-

dial telephone conversation with the Vice President of the 
United States, Mike Pence.

Vice President Pence offered special congratulations 
to Prime Minister Zaev and his Greek counterpart Alexis 
Tsipras for showing leadership and signing an Agreement 
to resolve the name issue between the two countries.

According to Vice 
President Pence, the 
Аgreement was a clear 
signal that the Republic 
of Macedonia was ap-
proaching the developed 
Western world, which 
would be clearly verified 
at the NATO Summit in 
Brussels next week. He 
also stressed the interest 
of the United States to 
be involved and support 
the progressive process-
es that  would follow in 
the coming period in the 
Republic of Macedonia, 
in particular with regard 
to the implementation of 
the reforms, as well as 
the full implementation 
of the Agreement with 
Greece.

Vice President Pence 
wished the Macedonian 
institutions successful 

and dynamic negotiations for membership of the Europe-
an Union, stressing that the friendship between Macedonia 
and the United States was deepening and strengthening.

Prime Minister Zaev expressed gratitude for the contin-
ued support to the Republic of Macedonia by the United 
States since the declaration of its independence, as well as 
in all important processes for the country and its integra-
tion into the NATO and the EU.

PRIME MINISTER ZAEV AT A MEETING
WITH A DELEGATION OF THE UK FOREIGN OFFICE

On 4 July 2018, the Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Macedonia met a Delegation of the Foreign Office of 

the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
composed of  Richard Moore, Director General for Politi-
cal Affairs and Katherine Barnes, Head of the Department 
for Albania, Kosovo and Macedonia in the Western Bal-
kans Sector.

At the meeting, Prime Minister Zaev thanked for the 
continued support of the United Kingdom, positively as-
sessing the bilateral relations and the political dialogue that 
is at the highest level between the two countries. He partic-
ularly stressed the great support that the United Kingdom 
gives Macedonia in achieving its Euro-Atlantic integra-
tion, which is an additional motivation for accelerating the 
reforms for the economic prosperity of all citizens.

Representatives of the UK Government welcomed the 
Agreement between Macedonia and Greece on the name 
issue and on strategic cooperation that was signed on 17 
June 2018, expressing confidence that the improvement of 

relations with Greece and other neighbours would add en-
ergy to the fulfilment of the EU and NATO perspectives of 
Macedonia.

DIPLOMATIC NOTEBOOK
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PRIME MINISTER ZAEV
MET ROMANIAN PRIME MINISTER DĂNCILĂ

As part of  the one-day visit to Sofia on the occasion of 
the Seventh Summit of Heads of Government of the 

People’s Republic of China Cooperation Process with Cen-
tral and Eastern European Countries (16 + 1), the Prime 
Minister  of the Republic of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev, and 
the Government Delegation met Romanian Prime Minis-
ter, Viorica Dăncilă.

Prime Minister Dăncilă expressed strong support for 
the Euro-Atlantic aspirations of the Republic of Macedo-
nia while underlining that Romania, as the country that 
will take over the  European Union Presidency in January 
2019, remained committed to supporting the countries of 
the Western Balkans. She furthermore emphasized Roma-
nia’s firm commitment to helping  the Republic of Mace-
donia with advisory and technical assistance in the pre-ac-
cession process.

Regarding the upcoming NATO Summit to be held in 
Brussels on 11-12 July 2018, Prime Minister Zaev said that 

the Republic of Macedonia expected an invitation and start 
of accession talks for NATO membership, and the support 
Romania had been providing Macedonia in this process, is 
evaluated to be of exceptional importance

PRIME MINISTER ZAEV AT THE 16 + 1 SUMMIT IN SOFIA

On 7 July 2018, in Sofia, the Prime Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev, participated in the Seventh 
Summit of Heads of Government of the Cooperation Process between the People’s Republic of China and the coun-

tries of Eastern and Central Europe (16 + 1). He led the Government Delegation composed of Deputy Prime Minister 
for Economic Affairs and Co-ordination of Economic Sectors, Kocho Angjushev, and the Minister of Transport and 
Communications, Goran Sugareski.

Prime Minister Zaev delivered his address at the plenary session of the Summit gathering the Prime Ministers of the 
Governments of the People’s  Republic of China and of countries of East and Central Europe. He expressed his appreci-
ation to all Prime Ministers and participants for the cooperation, especially thanking the Prime Minister of the Republic 
of Bulgaria, Boyko Borisov, for the excellent organization of such a great event of international character.

“The Republic of Macedonia is a small country that is committed to the concept of connectivity, which is actually 
part of the 16 + 1 initiative. As the Chinese proverb says - The 1,000-mile journey begins with one step,  this Initiative 
16 + 1 represents the first step in an impressive journey, being also a platform using which the Republic of Macedonia 
will be able to deepen ties and connectivity, facilitating progress in the field of energy and infrastructure development “, 
said Prime Minister Zaev.

DIPLOMATIC NOTEBOOK
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PRIME MINISTER ZAEV AT A SESSION OF THE EU SUMMIT 
ON THE WESTERN BALKANS

The Prime Minister of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, Theresa May, making a 

symbolic   gesture, invited the Prime Minister of the Re-
public of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev and the Prime Minister 
of the Hellenic Republic, Alexis Tsipras, to join  her for a  
photo session (10 July 2018), on the occasion of the session 
Foreign Policy, Bilateral Issues and Heritage of the Past, at 
which the Agreement reached on the Macedonian-Greek 
name issue and on strategic partnership between the two 
countries, signed on 17 June, 2018, in Prespa, was espe-
cially emphasized.

At the invitation to speak at the session on foreign pol-
icy, bilateral issues and the legacy of the Western Balkan 
countries, Prime Minister Zaev underscored that the Agree-
ment between the Republic of Macedonia and the Hellenic 
Republic was in fact the best contribution to new models of 
behaviour and to the establishment of new friendships and 
relations between states and politicians.

“What is it if it is not friendship when you care about 
the same commitment to the interests of your political part-
ner as well as your own? What is it, if it is not friendship, 
when it becomes important for you to create an atmosphere 

in which you can most openly discuss is-
sues which were thought impossible to 
solve? When it is important for you to care 
for such a friendly atmosphere as equally 
important as the solution you are aiming 
for. Throughout the process, we insisted 
that we were not talking about red lines. 
We told each other that red lines were limit-
ing. We agreed that, if there were red lines, 
they would limit us and that, they would be 
a threat to our courage. Red lines put you 
in a box. We said - we would not put the 
process in the box of red lines. This is how  
friends aiming for a solution and compro-
mise should act” said Prime Minister Zaev, 
adding that this Agreement put an end to the 
many years of differences that raised a wall 
that made friendly relations between neigh-
bours difficult and created uncertainty for 
our future.

PRIME MINISTER ZAEV MET FEDERICA MOGHERINI 
IN LONDON

As part of his activities during the EU Summit on the 
Western Balkans, the Prime Minister  of the Republic 

of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev, had a meeting (10 July 2018) 
also with the High Representative of the European Union 
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Federica Mogher-
ini.

The meeting, which was also attended by the Deputy 
Prime Minister of  the Republic of Macedonia, Bujar Os-
mani, and Foreign Minister, Nikola Dimitrov, Prime Min-
ister Zaev informed about the upcoming preparations for 
organizing  the Referendum on the Agreement with the 
Hellenic Republic.

The High Representative of the European Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Federica Mogheri-
ni, took this opportunity to personally congratulate Prime 
Minister Zaev on the decision of the European Council to 
set a date for opening negotiations on chapters of the EU 
Acquis, and once again stressed the results of the reform 
process and the courageous decision to reach an agreement 
with Greece.

The EU High Representative of the European Union 
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Federica Mogher-
ini, stressed that the European Commission remains fully 
committed to supporting our country in the new phase of 
reforms, as well as to supporting the organization of a suc-
cessful Referendum in the interest of the citizens of the 
Republic of Macedonia.

DIPLOMATIC NOTEBOOK
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PRIME MINISTER ZAEV AT THE CELEBRATION  OF THE 
START OF THE AUSTRIAN EU PRESIDENCY IN SKOPJE

On 2 July 2018, the Prime Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev, attended the celebration 
of the start of the Austrian Presidency of the EU. Before the attendees, the Ambassador of the Republic 

of Austria to the Republic of Macedonia, Renate Kobler, the EU Ambassador to Macedonia, Samuel Zbog-
ar, the Ambassador of the Republic of Bulgaria to the Republic of Macedonia, Ivan Petkov, representatives 
of the diplomatic corps, of the Government, the Parliament and representatives of other institutions, Prime 
Minister Zaev congratulated the start of the Presidency of the Republic of Austria of the European Union, 
thanking Austria for the support for start of EU accession talks with  Macedonia and announcing the ex-
pectations of the citizens of our country and the Government in this respect.

Following Bulgaria,  with Austria the European Union has gotten  another strong and responsible sup-
porter of  integrated and united Europe. This is the hope of the citizens of Macedonia, the hope of the 

citizens of the whole Region 
of the Western Balkans, 
the hope of the young peo-
ple in our country and in 
the neighbourhood, whose 
dreams are connected with 
a bright European future 
for their countries. Europe 
is not only a continent, it 
is not only a political and 
economic alliance, Europe 
represents values in which 
numerous past, current and 
future generations  believe. 
Europe is a need for the Eu-
ropean Union, for our Re-
gion that aspires towards it, 
for the world, because Eu-
rope is a proof that diversi-
ty is an advantage, unity is 
possible - for a stable world,  
a tranquil world,  an eco-
nomically developed world, 
a world for all, said Prime 
Minister Zaev.

OUTCOME OF THE EU-WESTERN BALKAN SUMMIT

The Prime Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev and a Government Delegation composed of Deputy 
Prime Minister in charge of European Affairs, Bujar Osmani and Foreign Minister Nikola Dimitrov, participated in 

the EU-Western Balkan Summit (organized under the Berlin Process) in London, attended by the leaders of the countries 
in the Region, as well as by Theresa May, as the host country’s Prime Minister,  German Chancellor Angela Merkel and 
EU Commissioners Federica Mogherini and Johannes Hahn.

At the margins of the Summit, Prime Minister Zaev  also had a brief 
meeting with the Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, Ange-
la Merkel, whom he informed about the preparations for the forthcoming 
Referendum on the implementation of the provisions of the Agreement  
settling the Macedonian-Greek name difference and establishing strategic 
partnership between the two countries.

The intensive work agenda of the EU-Western Balkan Summit in Lon-
don ended with a joint press conference with Prime Minister Theresa May, 
Chancellor Merkel and EU Commissioner for European Neighbourhood 
Policy and Enlargement Negotiations, Johannes Hahn.

DIPLOMATIC NOTEBOOK
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PRIME MINISTER ZAEV AND A GOVERNMENT DELEGATION 
MET US SENATORS IN BRUSSELS

At the margins of the NATO Summit of Heads of State 
and Government in Brussels, the Prime Minister of 

the Republic of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev, with a Govern-
ment Delegation composed of Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defence, Radmila Shekerinska, Deputy Prime 
Minister in charge of European Affairs, Bujar Osmani, 
National Coordinator of the Republic of Macedonia for 
NATO, Stevo Pendarovski, Advisor on Security Issues at 
the Prime Minister’s Cabinet,  Zoran Verushevski,  met  
United States Senators Tom Tils, from the Republican Par-
ty, and Jin Shayen, from the Democratic Party.

On behalf of the Government and on behalf of the citi-
zens of the Republic of Macedonia,  Prime Minister Zaev 
expressed his satisfaction with the invitation for our coun-
try to begin the accession process for fully-fledged mem-
bership of NATO, and expressed his appreciation  for the 
exceptional support to the integration aspirations of the 
country that the USA had been affording the country for 
all these years.

At the meeting,  the Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Macedonia, Zaev, informed  about all reforms and legis-
lative changes that the Republic of Macedonia had intro-
duced  in the past years with a view to harmonizing our de-
fence policies and the Army of the Republic of Macedonia  
with NATO standards, as well as about missions in which  
our troops had taken part, side by side, with  US, as well as 
with troops from other NATO Allies.

PRIME MINISTER ZAEV AND EU COMMISSIONER HAHN

On 17 July 2018, the Prime Minister of the Republic 
of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev, met the EU Commissioner 

for European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Ne-
gotiations, Johannes Hahn, who by visiting Skopje on 17 
July, 2018 fulfilled his promise that immediately after the 
decision of the European Council he would come to Skopje 
to mark the start of the screening process for our country 
before the opening of negotiations on chapters with the EU 
scheduled for June 2019.

European Commissioner Hahn attended the session of 
the Government, which adopted the information on the 
concept and structure of the accession negotiations of the 
Republic of Macedonia in the European Union, and on 
which Bujar Osmani, Deputy Prime Minister in charge 
of European Affairs, was appointed as chief political ne-
gotiator and head of the Delegation for negotiations with 
the European Union, and appointing Bojan Maricic as the 
deputy chief political negotiator, and as the chief technical 
negotiator and head of the technical negotiation team.

At a joint press conference, the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev, pointed out that the 
Republic of Macedonia had reasons to celebrate those days 
and, therefore, to work intensively in order to fulfil the last 
tasks, the successful outcome of which, next year  would 
enable that the first chapters of the final stage of the nego-
tiations for EU membership be opened. He referred to the 
most significant achievements made in the past year and 
noted that on the basis of strong political will and commit-
ment, the urgent reform priorities were implemented, on 
the basis of which the country received an unconditional 
recommendation in April 2018 to start the EU membership 
negotiations, referring as well to the two great successes in 
the field of good neighbourly relations - the Agreement on 
Friendship, Good-Neighbourliness and Cooperation with 

Bulgaria, and the Agreement settling  the Macenian-Greek 
name issue and building a strategic partnership between 
the two countries. This opened the way for a start of the EU 
accession negotiations in June 2019.

“As we announced, today, with the EU Commissioner 
Hahn, we have defined the next steps of screening and pre-
paring for negotiations that are due to begin in June 2019. 
We have established a common dynamic of the steps in the 
coming months and we have started designing and setting 
up the screening and negotiating structure with the EU, 
both on our side and on the part of the European Commis-
sion,” Prime Minister Zaev said.

DIPLOMATIC NOTEBOOK
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ZAEV-PALMER: SUPPORT FROM WASHINGTON TO A 
SUCCESSFUL REFERENDUM IN MACEDONIA AND 
TO NATO MEMBERSHIP

On 1 August  2018, the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev, met 

US Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, Mat-
thew Palmer.

At the meeting, the political processes in the 
country were discussed, as well as the prepa-
rations for the upcoming Referendum sched-
uled for 30 September. It was jointly assessed 
that this was a historic event in which citizens 
should fully engage and have the opportunity to 
express themselves freely. It was stressed that 
the signing of the Agreement between the Re-
public of Macedonia and the Hellenic Republic 
was a positive example for the entire Region of 
Southeast Europe in order to solve  open issues, 
guarantee stability, improve good-neighbourly 
relations and deepen the economic cooperation.

Prime Minister Zaev expressed appreciation for the strong support from the United States at the recent NATO Summit 
in Brussels when our country received the invitation to start  NATO accession talks.

The two interlocutors agreed that in the future, the strategic partnership between the Republic of Macedonia and the 
United States would continue and strengthen.

PRIME MINISTER ZAEV IN BLAGOEVGRAD, BULGARIA

On 2 August 2018, in Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria, the Prime Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev and the 
Prime Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria, Boyko Borisov, commemorated the 115th anniversary of the Ilinden 

Uprising. Otherwise, today’s meeting of the two Prime Ministers coincides with the first anniversary of the signing of the 
Agreement on Friendship, Good-Neighbourliness and Cooperation between the two countries that took place in Skopje, 
on 2 August last year.

Prime Ministers Zaev and Borisov reiterated their commitment to building a common future for the citizens of both 
countries, overcoming differences, and strengthening economic cooperation, as processes that would bring stability 

and prosperity to the entire Region. The 
official ceremony took place at Square 
Macedonia, in front of the monument of 
a great leader from the Ilinden Uprising 
period, Goce Delchev.

In his address, Prime Minister Zaev 
emphasized the values of the process of 
the European integration of significance 
for the citizens of both countries: “We 
see history and the past as solid founda-
tions on which we have began to build 
the European and Euro-Atlantic future 
of our countries, our people and the en-
tire Region. This is the only way leading 
to a quality life. The Republic of Mace-
donia and the Republic of Bulgaria have 
joined hands in developing their rela-
tions.”

After their official addresses, the two 
Prime Ministers, Zaev and Borisov, laid 
fresh flowers on the monument of Goce 
Delchev, at the central square in Blago-
evgrad.

DIPLOMATIC NOTEBOOK
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PRIME MINISTER ZAEV MEETS SUPREME ALLIED
COMMANDER EUROPE, GENERAL SCAPAROTTI

At the meeting, Prime Minister Zaev expressed appreciation for the invitation to join the North Atlantic Alliance, 
noting that this significant decision by NATO Allies showed that the Alliance was strong and committed to the open 

door policy.
Pointing out that the invitation for NATO membership is a historic achievement and satisfaction for the hard work 

and belief of all our citizens, institutions, political parties and civil society as a whole, Prime Minister Zaev stressed the 
widespread public support and the support  by all ethnic communities to the country’s aspiration.

The two interlocutors stressed that NATO membership provided a promising future for our country and agreed that it 
would have great positive effects on the security and prosperity of the wider Region.

Conveying the strong support from the Alliance, General Scaparotti underlined the openness for cooperation and as-
sistance, should Macedonia need such assistance  in the future with a view to aligning the relevant policies and standards 
until the final formalization of the country’s   NATO membership.

At the meeting, it was emphasized that the signing of the Agreement between the Republic of Macedonia and the 
Hellenic Republic was a positive example for the countries of the entire Region of Southeast Europe, showing how open 
issues could be resolved, while promoting good-neighbourly relations, which contributes to deepening the economic 
cooperation and ensuring progress.

Prime Minister Zaev said that as a future NATO member, Macedonia was ready to fully share the duties and respon-
sibilities for preserving the regional and international peace and stability.

At the end of the meeting, General Scaparotti invited Prime Minister Zaev to visit NATO’s central command in Mons, 
Belgium.

DIPLOMATIC NOTEBOOK
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PRIME MINISTER ZAEV MET A DELEGATION OF THE 
US CONGRESS

Skopje, 27 August  2018 - At the meeting, attended also by Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Macedonia and 
Minister of Defence, Radmila Shekerinska, Foreign Minister Nikola Dimitrov, National Coordinator for NATO Ste-

vo Pendarovski, the US Congressmen expressed their appreciation for the opportunity to met  the Prime Minister and 
representatives of the Government, congratulating the signing of the Agreement with Greece, while acknowledging the 
current reform processes.

Prime Minister Zaev informed the US Congressmen about the circumstances in which the Agreement with the Hel-
lenic Republic  was achieved, the benefits from it, as well as about the preparations for the upcoming Referendum and 
the campaign that would preceded it.

With this Agreement, as well as with the Agreement with the Republic of Bulgaria, and with the reaffirmation of the 
relations with all of its other neighbours, as well as with other countries in the Region, the Republic of Macedonia has 
become a stabilizing factor, transforming itself from a crisis generator into a promoter of constructive cooperation that 
on its part has helped refocus the attention of the European Union and of the United States to the Region, while giving 
a new impetus to strengthening the progress along the clearly set path  along which the Western Balkan countries are 
moving - membership of the EU and NATO.

At the meeting, Congressman Bill Flores and other Congressmen showed interest in other issues of strategic and 
security character, emphasized the role and participation of the Republic of Macedonia in joint peacekeeping missions 
with the United States in Afghanistan and Iraq, as activities that brought the country closer to fully-fledged membership 
of the EU and NATO, and confirmed the strategic partnership with the United States.

DIPLOMATIC NOTEBOOK
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WORKING VISIT OF MFA DIMITROV TO STRASBOURG

Within the framework of 
the visit on 03 July 2018. 

Foreign Minister Dimitrov had 
meetings with leaders and rep-
resentatives of political groups 
at the European Parliament: 
Guy Verhofstadt - ALDE Pres-
ident, Reinhard Boutihofer, 
President of the European 
Green Party, Chairman of the 
Friends of Macedonia Group - 
Hans van Ballen, Chairman of 
the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs (AFET) - David McAlister 
of the European People’s Party, 
with the Vice President of the 
European Parliament - Andrei 
Kovachev also of the EPP, with 
Sergei Stanishev - President of 
the Party of European Socialists and with his counterpart Knut Flechenstein, and Charles Tannock of the 
group of European Conservatives and Reformers.

At the meeting with the MEPs, Minister Dimitrov discussed the current developments following the 
conclusions of the European Council, in the context of the further stages in the  process of EU integration 
of the Republic of Macedonia

MEETING OF DEPUTY MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
ANDREJ ZHERNOVSKI, AND DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR 
POLITICAL AFFAIRS AT THE UK FOREIGN OFFICE, 
RICHARD MOORE

On 4 July, 2018, Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, Andrej 

Zhernovski, met the Director General for Politi-
cal Affairs at the UK Foreign Office, Ambassador 
Richard Moore.

Deputy Foreign Minister Zhernovski ex-
pressed appreciation for the continued support 
that the UK Government gives to Macedonia for 
our NATO and EU integration. He particularly 
emphasized the intensification of the political di-
alogue, with the recent visit of UK Prime Minister 
Theresa May to Macedonia, in May this year. He 
informed about the Government’s reform mea-
sures, as well as the undertaken activities in order 
to fulfil the foreign policy priorities of Macedonia.

Director General Moore reaffirmed the clear 
and unequivocal support of the United Kingdom 
for the efforts of the Republic of Macedonia to be-
come a fully-fledged member of NATO, with an 
emphasis on the forthcoming Alliance Summit in 
Brussels on 11-12 July 2018. He expressed encouragement for the implementation of our strategic priorities, 
required for start of negotiations with the European Union, welcoming the progress in implementing the 
necessary reforms and undertaken activities to resolve bilateral issues with neighbours.

DIPLOMATIC NOTEBOOK



12 MACEDONIAN DIPLOMATIC BULLETIN   No. 130 / 131 - 2018 

MEETING OF THE INTER - MINISTERIAL BODY FOR 
HUMAN RIGHTS

On 6 July 2018, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Macedonia reactivated the work of the 

Inter-Ministerial Body for Human Rights chaired by the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, consisting of State Secretar-
ies of in-line ministries, Directors of relevant agencies and 
Presidents of independent human rights bodies.

At the meeting, chaired by Foreign Minister Nikola 
Dimitrov, issues related to the upcoming reporting obli-
gations of the Republic of Macedonia under international 
human rights instruments, current obligations in the field 
of human rights in the context of the country’s integration 
into the EU were discussed, and opinions were exchanged 
about the need to strengthen the inter-institutional coordi-
nation on human rights issues and the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals. There were also  discussions about the 

future work of the Inter-Ministerial Body and the modali-
ties for future involvement of representatives from the civil 
sector, who are active on issues related to the protection 
and promotion of human rights.

FOREIGN MINISTER DIMITROV PARTICIPATED IN THE 
WESTERN BALKANS SUMMIT IN LONDON

On 9 July 2018, the fifth high-level conference for the 
Western Balkans started under the auspices of UK 

Prime Minister, Theresa May. Minister Nikola Dimitrov 
participated in the panel discussion The future of the Berlin 
Process with non-governmental and youth organizations. 
He also delivered speeches at a working lunch, and at the 
plenary discussion on bilateral issues.

The conference is organized within the framework of 
the Berlin Process, whose members are the six Western 
Balkan countries (Macedonia, Serbia, Kosovo, Montene-
gro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania) and the five EU 
Member-States: Germany, Austria, France, Italy, the UK. 
Bulgaria, Slovenia and Croatia are participating as observ-
ers.

FOREING MINISTER DIMITROV PARTICIPATED IN  THE
NATO SUMMIT, 11-12 JULY 2018

At the Summit, at the invitation of NATO Secre-
tary General Stoltenberg and US Secretary of State 

Pompeo, Foreign Minister Dimitrov took part in a meeting 
of member states of the United States-led Global Coalition 
to Combat Terrorism and the Islamic State. At the meeting, 
inter alia, opinions were exchanged on the activities for 
dealing with the threats from terrorism and violent extrem-
ism.

At the margins of the Summit, Foreign Minister Dim-
itrov had a number  of bilateral meetings with his col-
leagues: the Foreign Minister of Portugal Silva, the For-
eign Minister of Iceland Thórdarson, the Foreign Minister 
of the Kingdom of Norway Søreide, with Rosemary Di-
Carlo, Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs at the 
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UN,  and Canada’s Foreign Minister, Freeland.
At the said meetings, Foreign Minister Dimitrov ex-

pressed appreciation for the adopted NATO decision invit-
ing Macedonia to start accession talks with the Alliance. 
The importance of this decision was highlighted, with the 
conclusion that the country’s membership of NATO was 
exceptionally good news for the Balkans, which would 
give a new and positive impetus to the Region’s efforts 
to attain its fully-fledged European and Euro-Atlantic in-
tegration. In this regard, he also underlined  that Europe 
would get another partner in sharing common values and 
responsibilities. Foreign Minister Dimitrov furthermore 
emphasized the commitment to further enhancing the co-
operation under the  processes that on its part would  facil-
itate the country’s speedy advancement to  joining NATO.

On this occasion, at the meeting between Foreign Min-
ister Dimitrov and Canadian Foreign Minister Freeland, 
a Declaration on Strategic Partnership between the two 
countries was signed, which put a special emphasis on, and 
reaffirmed the exceptionally favourable relations and co-
operation  between the two countries.

MEETING OF THE MAIN JOINT MACEDONIAN-ALBANIAN 
COMMISSION FOR THE MAINTENANCE, RENEWAL AND
DEMARCATION OF THE BORDER 

On 12 July 2018, at the premises of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, there was a   meet-
ing of the Main Joint Macedonian-Albanian  Commission for the Maintenance, Renewal and Demarcation  of the 

Border. The meeting was chaired by the President of the Delegation of the Republic of Macedonia to this Commission, 
Viktor Dimovski,  State Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia.

During the meeting, the two Delegations discussed issues related to the situation with border marks along the border 
between the two countries , discussing as well the need for geodetic surveying and aerial photogrammetry, and the need 
for preparation of  digital border documentation.

The two sides exchanged views on the manner and possibilities for transforming the Border Crossing Point  Dzepis-
te-Trebiste from a local traffic border crossing point into an interstate border crossing point.
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PARTICIPATION OF MFA NIKOLA DIMITROV IN THE 14TH 
MEETING OF THE STABILIZATION AND ASSOCIATION COUNCIL 
BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA AND THE EU

On 13 July  2018, in Brussels, a Delegation of the Re-
public of Macedonia participated in  the 14th  Meeting 

of the Stabilization and Association Council between the 
Republic of Macedonia and the EU. 

The meeting was chaired by the High Representative of 
the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
and Vice President of the Commission, Federica Mogher-
ini, while Commissioner Johannes Hahn represented the 
European Commission. The Delegation of the Republic of 
Macedonia was led by Nikola Dimitrov, Minister of For-
eign Affairs, accompanied by   Deputy Prime Minister for 
European Affairs, Bujar Osmani.

The SA Council noted the country’s main goal of 
launching accession negotiations and acknowledged the 
strong commitment of the Government of the Republic of 
Macedonia towards this goal. The SA Council welcomed 
the recent EU determination of the date for the start of ac-
cession negotiations in June 2019 on the basis of contin-
ued progress and visible results and the maintenance and 
deepening of the intensity of current reform activities. In 
the area of good neighbourly relations, the SA Council 
strongly welcomed the signing of the Agreement on the 
settlement of the name issue and on the establishment of a 

strategic partnership with Greece, as well as the entry into 
force of the Agreement on Friendship, Good-Neighbourli-
ness and Cooperation with Bulgaria, which  are strong ex-
amples for other countries in the Region to strengthen good 
neighbourly relations. The SA Council urges all leaders, 
political parties and citizens to see the benefits of resolving 
the longstanding name issue and constructively engage in 
the ratification and implementation of the Agreement.

MEETING OF THE PERMANENT JOINT MACEDONIAN - GREEK 
BORDER COMMISSION, THESSALONIKI, 19 JULY 2018

On 19 July 2018, in Thessaloniki, the Hellenic Republic, the Permanent Joint  Macedonian - Greek Border Commis-
sion held its 6th   Meeting.

During the meeting, the Delegations of the two countries led respectively by Viktor Dimovski, State Secretary at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia and by Brigadier General Prokopios Karatsetsos, on the part of 
the Hellenic Republic, exchanged views on current issues related to the process  of verification of floating border marks 
on Lakes  Dojran and Prespa.

On this occasion, the Macedonian side again stressed the need that the two countries  undertake activities to replace 
the damaged and destroyed border stones at the Macedonian-Greek border, as well as to clean the area along the border 
line.

The two sides agreed to re-establish their co-operation and to coordinate on issues related to border incidents.
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OFFICIAL VISIT OF FOREIGN MINISTER NIKOLA DIMITROV TO 
THE REPUBLIC OF KOSOVO

On 20-21 July 2018, at the invitation of the First Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 

Republic of Kosovo, Behgjet Pacolli, the Minister of For-
eign Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, Nikola Dimi-
trov, paid an official visit to the Republic of Kosovo.

During his stay in Pristina, Minister Dimitrov met  the 
President of the Assembly of the Republic of Kosovo, 
Kadri Veseli, the Prime Minister of the Republic of Koso-
vo, Ramush Haradinaj, and the Deputy Prime Minister, 
Enver Hoxhaj.

At their meeting, Foreign Ministers Dimitrov and 
Pacolli expressed satisfaction with the development of re-
lations and cooperation between the Republic of Macedo-
nia and the Republic of Kosovo, which are also tied togeth-
er by the common perspective for European integration. 
The commitment to building good neighbourly relations 
was reaffirmed, as a joint contribution to the stability and 
prosperity of the Region and its European and Euro-Atlan-
tic perspective.

The visit was also an opportunity for exchanging views 
and considering possibilities for enhancing the bilateral 
co-operation, including infrastructure connectivity in the 
area of energy and transport, trade, culture, as well as in 
other areas of common interest.

MEETING OF FOREIGN MINISTER NIKOLA DIMITROV WITH THE 
MINISTER OF STATE FOR EUROPE AT THE GERMAN FOREIGN 
MINISTRY, MICHAEL ROTH

On 23 July  2018, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, met with the 

State Minister responsible for Europe at the German For-
eign Ministry, Michael Roth.

Foreign Minister Dimitrov informed the guest about the 
current political developments in the country, related to the 
upcoming steps for full implementation of the achieved 
Agreement on the settlement of the bilateral difference with 
neighbouring Greece, as well as about the activities for at-
tainment of the foreign political priorities of the Republic 
of Macedonia. He also underlined the satisfaction with the 
recognized progress of our country, which was clearly val-
orised with the decisions adopted at the last Summits of the 
European Union and NATO. In this respect, he expressed 
appreciation for the strong and unequivocal support in this 
process, stressing that “Germany is our great friend and 
partner in both political and economic terms, with which 
we share similar interests and a vision for the future of our 
Region.”

State Minister Roth pointed out that the Republic of 
Macedonia had done a lot in the past year and offered con-
gratulations for the commitment and leadership demon-
strated in finding a solution to the decades-long difference 
with Greece, while stressing that such efforts provided a 
clear European and Euro-Atlantic perspective for the coun-
try and its citizens.
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MEETINGS OF DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER ZHERNOVSKI AT 
THE WHITE HOUSE, US CONGRESS AND THE US ATLANTIC 
COUNCIL

On 26 July 2018, Deputy Foreign Minister Andrej Zhernovski, during 
a working visit to Washington, had meetings at the White House, the 

US Congress, and the US Atlantic Council. At the State Department, he 
attended a reception for the heads of delegations in honour of the opening 
of the Ministerial Conference on the Advancement of Religious Freedom, 
hosted by US Secretary of State, Michael Pompeo.

At the meetings, Deputy Foreign Minister Zhernovski informed his in-
terlocutors about the latest developments in the Republic of Macedonia, 
i.e activities on the domestic front and in relation to the foreign policy 
priorities, presenting as well information about the key activities of the 
Government of the Republic of Macedonia in the past year, which resulted 
in unblocking the path for the European and Euro-Atlantic integration of 
the country.

Deputy Foreign Minister Andrej Zhernovski had separate meetings 
with members of the Group of Friendship with the Republic of Mace-
donia in the US Congress, Congressmen Paul Mitchell and Dave Trot, 
Republicans from Michigan, and Brandon Boyle, Democrat from Penn-
sylvania. The Deputy Foreign Minister expressed his appreciation for the 
personal and strong support by the Congressmen, and appealed for further 
strengthening of the alliance in the interest of both countries, NATO and 
the Region. Deputy Foreign Minister Andrej Zhernovski also appealed for 
further active support from the US Congress in the upcoming period lead-
ing to the quick completion of the process of attaining membership by the 
Republic of Macedonia of NATO.

At the meeting at the White House with the Deputy National Security 
Advisor to the US President, Mira Ricardel, the strong and unequivocal 
support of the US administration to the negotiated settlement of the name 
difference was reaffirmed.

At the US Atlantic Council, Deputy Foreign Minister Andrej Zhernovski met with Atlantic Council Vice President 
Damon Wilson and experts from the Council. The interlocutors exchanged views about the current developments in the 
Republic of Macedonia and the Region, and about the advantages and challenges on the road to Euro-Atlantic integra-
tion.

ACCESSION TALKS FOR NATO MEMBERSHIP STARTED

On 26 July 2018, as part of the agenda of activities at 
NATO headquarters led by James McKay, Director 

of the Euro-Atlantic and Global Partnership in the Polit-
ical and Security Affairs Department at the NATO HQ in 
Brussels, a  working meeting has been held with a working 
group composed of experts from the Office of the Prime 
Minister of the Republic of Macedonia, the Ministry of 
Defence, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of 
Interior, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Finance 
and the Ministry of Information Society and Public Ad-
ministration, led by Stevo Pendarovski, National Coordi-
nator for NATO, accompanied by the State Secretary at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Viktor Dimovski.

The activities of this working group marked the start 
of the accession talks for NATO membership, i.e. the start 
of the implementation of the NATO membership process.

The working meeting between the two expert groups 
was aimed at providing latest information about the activ-
ities  and  procedures  related  to  the process of acquiring

membership of the Alliance, as well as about the obliga-
tions that the Republic of Macedonia should fulfil, such as 
the finalization of reforms to strengthen the rule of law, the  
reforms in the defence and in the security sectors.
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DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER ZHERNOVSKI PARTICIPATED 
IN THE MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE FOR THE PROMOTION 
OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND  HAD MEETINGS AT  THE
US STATE DEPARTMENT

On 7 July 2018, in Washington, Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Andrej Zhernovski participated in the Ministerial 

Conference on the Advancement of Religious Freedom, 
hosted by US Secretary of State Michael Pompeo.

The aim of the Ministerial Conference was to focus on 
concrete results that reaffirm international obligations in 
the field of promoting religious freedoms and which cre-
ate real and positive changes. In addition to Ministers and 
Deputy Foreign Ministers from 80 countries, representa-
tives of international organizations, religious leaders and 
civil society representatives also took part in the Confer-
ence,  discussing the challenges and identifying specific 
ways to combat religious persecution and discrimination 
and provide greater respect for religious freedoms for all.

The Conference was opened by US Vice President Mike 
Pence, who stressed that religious freedoms were a key pri-
ority under the US foreign policy, serving the  interests of 
peace and security in the world.

In his address at the panel called Dedicated to action, 
Deputy Foreign Minister Zhernovski noted, inter alia, that 
“the Republic of Macedonia nurtures cultural and religious 
diversity as a legacy and as an asset. Rich diverse cultural 

and religious traditions offer great creative potential and 
are instrumental in our mutual understanding and respect.” 
He pointed out that “the Government is fully committed to 
promoting equal opportunities for all, regardless of their 
religion, ethnic origin, race or gender, as well as to im-
proving dialogue, tolerance and respect, and to preserving 
the freedom and dignity of all people, without exception. “

MEETING BETWEEN FOREIGN MINISTER  DIMITROV AND 
US STATE SECRETARY POMPEO

On 22 August 2018, in Washington Foreign Minister 
Nikola Dimitrov met US Secretary of State Michael 

Pompeo.
This was Dimitrov’s first meeting with  Secretary of 

State Pompeo, after Pompeo’s appointment in April this 
year. At the meeting, there was an exchange of views about 
the current internal political situation and about the foreign 
policy priorities of the Republic of Macedonia.

Foreign Minister Dimitrov stressed that with its con-
structive policy and achieved results, the Republic of 
Macedonia proved that it deserved to become a ful-
ly-fledged member of NATO. “Macedonia is the next brick 
of the joint Euro-Atlantic house,” Minister Dimitrov said. 
In this context, he emphasized the importance of further 
US support on this path. Furthermore, Foreign Minister 
Dimitrov stressed that Macedonia would do everything to 
contribute to the creation of a Region in which countries 
share a common European future and in which borders 
would not matter.

Secretary of State Pompeo congratulated the progress 
made by the Republic of Macedonia in the past period, 
both in terms of internal reforms and in the relations with 
neighbours, especially by reaching a solution to the name 
difference. He pointed out that the country was facing a 
new, very important challenge, which if successfully over-
come would be a clear signal for completion of the initiat-

ed process that should culminate with the membership of 
the Republic of Macedonia of NATO. He stressed that US 
support would remain strong, because the United States 
recognized the country’s efforts and would continue to 
support the country on its path to NATO and the EU.

DIPLOMATIC NOTEBOOK



18 MACEDONIAN DIPLOMATIC BULLETIN   No. 130 / 131 - 2018 

MINISTER NIKOLA DIMITROV’S SPEAKS BEFORE THE 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT (AFET) IN BRUSSELS

On 29 August 2018, Foreign Minister Nikola Dimitrov 
spoke before the members of the Committee on For-

eign Affairs of the European Parliament (AFET), the agen-
da of which also covers the first reading of the EP draft 
resolution on the Republic of Macedonia.

At the meeting, Foreign Minister Dimitrov informed 
about the current developments in the Republic of Mace-
donia in the wake of the historically important Referen-
dum. In that context, he said: “Politicians can make a 
whole career and live off  an unresolved dispute, and they 
can invest and settle it, protecting what is the most import-
ant for both sides, for the citizens of their countries to live 
better.” Furthermore, the Foreign Minister referred to the 
course of implementation of key reforms in the country 
and preparations for the screening process with the Euro-
pean Commission. He emphasized the effectiveness of the 
negotiation process in moving the reforms forward and the 
importance of recognizing the exceptional steps made by 
the Republic of Macedonia, especially considering the re-
gional and geopolitical context. “We do not require short-
cuts or undeserved prizes. However, we would like suc-
cess stories and chances that they be properly valorised and 
utilized, especially at a time when the Region needs more 
such examples.” In the course of the discussions, the MEPs

expressed strong support and congratulations for the out-
standing diplomatic success – the settlement of the decades 
long difference with Greece. Foreign Minister Dimitrov 
expressed appreciation for the support and constructive ap-
proach by the European Parliament in the process of acces-
sion of the Republic of Macedonia to the European Union, 
reflected, inter alia, on the process of cooperation with the 
Parliament of the Republic of Macedonia, as well as on the 
resolutions on the Republic of Macedonia.

FOREIGN MINISTER NIKOLA DIMITROV PARTICIPATED IN THE 
INFORMAL MEETING OF FOREIGN MINISTERS OF EU
MEMBER-STATES  AND OF  EU MEMBERSHIP 
CANDIDATE COUNTRIES (GYMNICH )

On 31 August 2018, in Vienna, at the invitation of the 
High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 

and Security Policy , Federica Mogherini and the Austrian 
Federal Minister for Europe, Integration and Foreign Af-
fairs, Karin Kneissl, (representing the country holding the 
EU Presidency), Foreign Minister Nikola Dimitrov partic-
ipated in an informal meeting of EU Foreign Ministers and 
of candidate countries for EU membership.

Discussions at the session were focused on issues relat-
ed to effective multilateralism, as one of the priorities of 
the Austrian Presidency of the Council of the EU and the 
Global Strategy on Foreign and Security Policy of the EU.

Foreign Minister Dimitrov welcomed the efforts of the 
Austrian Presidency to bring the countries of the Region 
closer to the EU through the enlargement process, as a 
strategic investment in the peace, democracy, prosperity, 
security and stability in Europe.

In that context, Foreign Minister Dimitrov said: “The 
only viable vision for a stable Balkans is the European vi-
sion - we are all working on democratic reforms and rule of 
law reforms in order to share the European future without 
borders. It is time for us in the Region and for the Member 

States to accelerate our pace going forward.“
In the context of the topic of the session, “Effective 

Multilateralism,” Foreign Minister Dimitrov emphasized 
the modern day paradox  that we should avoid, i.e.  instead 
of closing and turning to ourselves, we need enhanced co-
operation among states in order to successfully address the 
growing challenges in the world.

Immediately after the   GYMNICH meeting, Foreign 
Minister Dimitrov also took part in the informal working 
lunch of  EU Foreign Ministers with  Foreign Ministers of 
the countries of Southeast Europe and Turkey. The lunch 
was organized by the Austrian Presidency as a special post-
GYMNICH event  dedicated to the topic of Infrastructure 
and Digital Connectivity.
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PRIME MINISTER ZAEV RECEIVED THE EUROPEAN PERSON
OF THE YEAR AWARD IN SARAJEVO

On 5 July 2018, in Sarajevo, Prime Minister Zaev re-
ceived the Golden Plaque - European Person of the 

Year Award at the invitation of the Agency for Selection 
of the Best Manager in Bosnia and Herzegovina, South-
east and Central Europe and the European Association of 
Managers.

He emphasized that this year’s European Person of 
the Year award was dedicated to all his colleagues from 
the Region, the Prime Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina, Montenegro, Albania, Serbia, Kosovo, Bulgaria and 
Greece, as well as to the citizens of all of those countries.

The reason for this was, as Prime Minister Zaev said, 
that the leaders of the Region and the citizens together 
demonstrated  leadership serving the interests of  a pros-
perous present and a brighter future, emphasizing that only 
unity and cooperation enable building  bridges among the 
countries in the Region and bridges between the Region 
and Europe.

IN LONDON, PRIME MINISTER ZAEV MET  GEORGE ROBERTSON 
AND OTHER REPRESENTATIVES OF THE OHRID GROUP

At the margins of the EU Summit on the Western Bal-
kans, held on 10 July 2018, in London, the Prime Min-

ister of the Republic of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev, had meet-
ings with representatives of the Ohrid Group, friends and 
supporters of our country, led by Sir George Robertson.

At the meetings, the experienced diplomats and poli-
ticians, representatives of several international organiza-
tions, highlighted the exceptional progress of the Republic 
of Macedonia and emphasized the historic importance of 
the agreement reached with the Hellenic Republic, which 
opened the doors for NATO membership and for setting a 
date for start of EU accession talks.

Prime Minister Zaev informed the members of the 
Ohrid Group about the steps ahead in the implementation 
of the Agreement, and especially about activities for the 
Referendum at which citizens would have the final word 
and a choice for the future of the country that guarantees 
NATO membership and  start of accession negotiations 
with the European Union.

At the working meetings, the interlocutors agreed that it 
was of the utmost importance that the majority of citizens 
support EU and NATO membership, and that this was an 
argument in favour of optimistic expectations for the out-
come of the Referendum.
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PRIME MINISTER ZAEV WITH  COLLEAGUES ZVIZDIĆ, TSIPRAS, 
AND MARKOVIĆ CAST FLOWERS OF PEACE IN RIVER NERETVA 
FROM THE OLD BRIDGE IN MOSTAR- REGIONAL LEADERS 
STRENGTHEN FRIENDSHIPS

On 23 July 2018, the Prime Minister of the Republic 
of Macedonia, Zoran Zaev, took part in the traditional 

event called Mostar Peace Connection. Before the start of 
the event, Prime Minister Zaev had an opportunity to speak 
informally with the hosts, representatives of the Centre for 
Peace and Multiethnic Cooperation, the Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Denis 
Zvizdić, Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras, Monte-
negrin Prime Minister Duško Marković. Prime Minister 
Zaev, together with his colleagues, Zvizdić, Tsipras, and 
Marković, cast flowers into River Neretva, as a sign of 
peace and respect for the victims of all wars.

In his statement, Prime Minister Zaev stressed the cou-
rageous leadership of all Prime Ministers from the Region 
who build the future on the foundations of the past: “Con-
gratulations first to my dear friends Alexis and Duško and 
to the other laureates and winners of the great honour   con-
ferred upon them with the  award Mostar Peace Charter.       
I received the award last year and I know how valuable it is 
and what it means. It is an honour and responsibility for the 
entrusted faith by the organizer, the Centre for Peace and 
Multiethnic Cooperation and the  citizens and the leaders 
of Bosnia  and  Herzegovina,  the  Region  and  beyond. 

The message that we send with the presence at this grand 
event that celebrates peace is strong. We, the leaders of the 
Region, have built ties among us, we have shown dignified 
respect for each other, turning our backs to what divides us, 
while holding on to  what connects us - the shared future of 
our citizens, the Region and the world. What connects us 
is the need for stability, security and safety, and economic 
benefits for our citizens and our countries.”

FOREIGN MINISTER  DIMITROV SPECIAL GUEST AT THE 
SALZBURG FESTIVAL OPENING

On 27 July 2018, at the invitation of Kar-
in Kneissl, Minister for Europe, Inte-

gration and Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Austria, which  currently holds the Pres-
idency of the Council of the EU, the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov, attended the 
opening ceremony of the renowned  Salz-
burg Festival, as a special guest. In addition 
to Foreign Minister Dimitrov, the President 
of Portugal, Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, and 
the Prime Ministers of the Czech Republic, 
Andrej Babiš and of Estonia, Jüri Ratas, as 
well as the UN Special Envoy for Syria, 
Staffan de Mistura, were also in attendance.

During the festivities and the meet-
ing between Foreign Ministers Dimitrov 
and Kneissl, Austria’s Foreign Minister 
confirmed the support for the Republic of 
Macedonia and the countries of the Region 
regarding their perspective for EU membership, as one of 
the priorities of the Austrian EU Presidency.

Speaking with the UN Special Envoy for Syria, Staffan 
de Mistura, in the presence of Austrian Minister Kneissl, 
views were exchanged on the situation in the Middle East 

and on finding durable and sustainable solutions to the 
critical hot spots in that Region, with particular emphasis 
on tackling the situation with the migrants. The positive 
role of the Republic of Macedonia in this process was once 
again reaffirmed.
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I LOVE MACEDONIA – 2018 SUMMER CAMP

On 19 August 2018, in Ohrid, State Secretary Viktor Dimovski opened the Macedonian language and culture summer 
camp I Love Macedonia 2018, which is traditionally held every year, organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

The aim of this event is to foster  ties with children of Macedonian descent, who live abroad.
In his address at the opening ceremony,  State Secretary Dimovski welcomed the participants in this year’s camp in 

their second homeland, the Republic of Macedonia, the homeland of their fathers and forefathers. Furthermore, he voiced 
his conviction that the knowledge acquired at the summer camp would be communicated and proudly shared with their 
peers in their countries of residence.

More than 80 students of Macedonian descent from Albania, Bulgaria, Greece, Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Italy, 
Austria and the Czech Republic attend this year’s camp. They follow a course on the Macedonian language, the history 
and geography of the Republic of Macedonia.

On 25 August 2018, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Nikola Dimitrov, visited the I love Macedonia Macedonian Lan-
guage and Culture Summer Camp , organised by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs since 2008.

Foreign Minister Dimitrov expressed appreciation for the interest to attend Macedonian language lessons and em-
phasised that the large attendance is another  proof of the love for the Republic of Macedonia as their second homeland.

Furthermore, Foreign Minister Dimitrov underlined the need for everyone, particularly the youngest generation, 
to preserve and affirm the Macedonian language as our greatest spiritual and cultural heritage. In this context, he said: 
“These events are of great importance for us as Macedonians and it is necessary to continue to encourage them and work 
on increasing their attendance, most of all, for the sake of our future generations.”

DIPLOMACY AND THE CIVIL SECTOR
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Zhivko Gruevski, Ph.D., Honorary Consul of Canada in Macedonia

TRILATERAL DIALOGUE ON CANADIAN 
SUSTAINABLE MINING STANDARDS

On 11 June 2018, the Embassy of Canada and 
the Honorary Consulate of Canada in Mace-

donia,  headed by the Honorary Consul, Zhivko 
Gruevski, together with representatives of the 
Economic Chamber of Macedonia and the Mace-
donian Mining Association – MAR, organized an 
event entitled  Trilateral Dialogue on Canadian 
Sustainable Mining Standards. This was an ex-
cellent opportunity for an informative dialogue, 
serving  as a great introduction to the III Euro-
pean Mining & Exploration Forum, MINEX held 
in Skopje, Republic of Macedonia on 12-14 June, 
2018, on the topic of Sustainable Development of 
the Western Tethyan Metallogenic Resources. 

The keynote speech was delivered by Mr. Kresh-
nik Bekteshi, Minister of Economy of the Repub-
lic of Macedonia followed by Her Excellency, Mrs. 
Kati Csaba, Ambassador of Canada to Serbia, 
Macedonia and Montenegro.

Other highly renowned panellists were: Mr. 
Chris Johnstone, ERM – Environment Resource 
Management Canada; Mr. Rob Foulkes, Critical 
Resource, UK; Mr. Francisco-Jose Fortuny, EBRD 
and Mr. Nikolajcho Nikolov, President of 
the Macedonian Mining Association. 

This Trilateral Dialogue reemphasized that the 
modern world would not exist without the prod-
ucts of mining metals, while ores continue to be 
vital components of everyday life and a” In the 
course of key aspect of the new digital economy. 
To survive in this complex landscape, mining com-
panies need to prime their people, processes and 
facilities for a new era – an era of sustainable min-
ing! Mining companies are increasingly using new 
technologies, environmental best practices and 
safety measures to deliver better outcomes for cus-
tomers, employees and local communities. The so-
cial media and instant communication mean that 
investors, consumers, regulators and the civil soci-
ety have much greater visibility, expectations and 
influence – as a result, they expect more transpar-
ency when it comes to environment, social, health 
and safety issues. 

The mining sector can do much more than just 
incorporate sustainable practices. It can be the 
champion and help to accelerate change. Canadian 
mining companies, as world leaders, are already 
leading the way on sustainability issues that will 
shape the future of the industry and our planet. 
They have taken new approaches to energy con-
sumption, water stewardship, community engage-
ment, and employee welfare. By taking a proactive 
and pioneering approach to sustainability, Canadi-
an mining companies will be able to unlock greater 
efficiency, agility and profitability while also safe-
guarding people, the environment and local com-
munities.

Her Excellency Ambassador Csaba pointed out 
that the Government of Canada had established 
the highest regulatory and oversight functions 
for the mining sector. The Mining Association of 
Canada launched the Towards Sustainable Mining 
Initiative in 2004, as a set of tools and indicators 
which are mandatory. Canada is also home to the 
Devonshire Initiative, which brings together min-
ing companies and NGOs, i.e. it serves as a forum 
that builds understanding and trust between these 
two communities that have often been hostile to 
each other. In 2009, the Canadian Government 
launched its first corporate social responsibili-
ty (CSR) strategy for Canadian exploration and 
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mining companies working abroad. An enhanced 
strategy was announced in 2014 – Doing Business 
the Canadian Way: A Strategy to Advance Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility in Canadian Extractive 
Sector Abroad. Canada is the first country in the 
world to create the position of an independent 
Ombudsperson for Responsible Enterprise who 
is tasked with investigating allegations of eventual 
human rights abuses linked to Canadian corporate 
activity abroad, including the mining sector.

Her Excellency Ambassador Csaba: “I want to 
make clear that the standards set by the Govern-
ment of Canada apply not only in Canada, but in 
all countries and communities where Canadian 
companies are working, including here in Macedo-
nia. I would encourage local governments and civil 
society organizations to engage in a dialogue with 

Canadian mining companies. 
Responsible, sustainable mining does not have 

to come at the expense of other economic sectors, 
such as agriculture or tourism, but can coexist har-
moniously alongside those sectors. I strongly be-
lieve that Canadian mining companies can play a 
strong leadership role in demonstrating high stan-
dards, responsible practices, and transparent com-
munications in their projects in Macedonia!”. 

Proudly serving as the Honorary Consul of 
Canada in the Republic of Macedonia for the last 
20 years, I am looking forward to continue with 
devotion and zeal actively to engage all my intel-
lectual diplomatic capacity and accumulated life 
experience in international business, to further 
strengthen and enrich the bilateral relations be-
tween Canada and Macedonia. 

MISCELLANEOUS

Our colleagues, Vladimir Efremovski and Iljaz Sabriu have retired. Vladimir completed his rich diplo-
matic career precisely as the main creator of the Macedonian Diplomatic Review, while Ambassador 

Iljaz, having completed a number of tenures, retired from the position of  head of mission. We wish them 
to continue with their activities and foreign policy engagement, especially now that they should have more 
time!

The summer of 2018 saw the completion of the terms of office of: the Bulgarian Ambassador, Ivan Pet-
kov, the Ambassador of Qatar, Hassan Bin Abdullah Zaid Al-Mahmoud and Polish Ambassador, Jacek 
Stefan Multanowski. We wish them a successful future career!

We wish a warm welcome to the UK Ambassador Rachel Galloway, and we are sure that our Jadranka 
Chaushevska Dimov, Aleksandra Miovska and MihajloTrpkoski will receive a warm welcome as the new 
Ambassadors of the Republic of Macedonia in Paris, London and Podgorica, respectively.

MACEDONIAN AMBASSADOR JADRANKA CHAUSHEVSKA 
DIMOVA, HANDED OVER THE CREDENTIALS

Head of the Embassy of the Republic of Macedonia in the French Republic, the Ambassador Jadranka 
Chaushevska Dimova, on august 31,2018, officially handed over her credentials to the French President 

Emmanuel Macron.
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MACEDONIA BEAUTIFUL

THE BEAUTIES OF MACEDONIA

Lake Mavrovo is located in the northwestern 
part of the Republic of Macedonia. It is at 1,200 

meters altitude, situated between high mountains 
abundant with forests. In the south, it is enclosed 
with wooded and grassy Vlainitsa, and to the north 
with the boundaries of the Shara Mountain. High 
deciduous and coniferous forests rise above the 
lake cost, seeing their reflection in the  clear lake 
water. They give the Lake special beauty and poise.

Mavrovo is a real challenge for every lover of 
nature. The green shades of Bistra, the clear air, 
the silence, the lake shore, the water, all this is a 
sufficient temptation to visit Mavrovo and enjoy its 
surroundings. Mavrovo can be reached by car, but 
there are also regular bus lines. You can stay over-
night in most of the hotels or in a rented holiday 
home. If you are there only for a picnic, you can 
place it around the Lake and camp there. The most 
popular places around the Lake are the places of 
Crn Kamen (Black Stone), Krstovi, Leunovo, Niki-
forovo, which are recommended for larger groups 
of hikers, but whatever other place you choose will 
reward you with its beauty.

For lovers of fishing it is important to empha-
size that the Lake in the past years has been en-
riched with various types of fish, especially trout. 
At the same time, there is minnow, common bleak, 
as well as carp. At weekends many fishermen visit 
Lake Mavrovo.

Church St. Nikola, in Mavrovo, was built in 
1850 and was in excellent condition for 103 years. 
Then it was decided that the site needed an artifi-
cial lake. The Lake was needed to power the pow-
er plant. At the time of the building of the Lake, 
parts of the old villages that were there were sunk. 
Among these buildings was this church. What is 
mysterious here is that only the church has risen 
again, while other buildings were completely de-
stroyed. St. Nikola is still a complete church, with 
the same looks as always, except that it is now sub-
merged. There were times when the church was 
completely under water, but it began to rise with 
the droughts at the beginning of the XXI  century.


